
 

 

 
 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

Father, 
I abandon myself into your hands; 
Do with me what you will.  
Whatever you may do, I thank you: 
I am ready for all, I accept all.  
Let only your will be done in me 
and in all your creatures –  
I wish no more than this O Lord. 
Into your hands I commend my soul: 
I offer it to you with all the love of my heart, 
for I love you, Lord, and so need to give myself,  
to surrender myself into your hands without reserve, 
and with boundless confidence for you are my Father.  
 Brother Charles Foucauld (1858-1916) – The Prayer of Abandonment.  
 

As our journey towards Easter nears, we continue to encourage in our boys their commitment to almsgiving through our Lenten 
fundraising program; prayer and fasting. We often hear in our tradition there can be no resurrection without a crucifixion, there can 
be no Easter Sunday without a Good Friday. The awful, violent death that Jesus suffered is prefaced and foreshadowed on  
a number of occasions during the course of Holy Week. I often reflect on the knowledge and understanding that Jesus had  
(or consequently did not have) during this period about his pending death. Was he fully aware that he would be betrayed? Did he 
know that he was going to die? There are many pointers in the Gospels that would easily suggest that of course he knew. He is 
the Son of God, and he therefore would have known his destiny. But I still wonder if he had full knowledge of the sequence of 
events that transpired from his coming into Jerusalem, to his Last Supper with the disciples, to his moments in the garden, all the 
way through to his arrest and sentencing. The ignominy he suffered, and the absolute feeling of being abandoned by God himself 
must have been an enormous price to pay for our sins, so that we might live. 
 

If we look at the disciples during this week that leads to Christ’s passion, they not only let him down, but they were really quite a 
rag-tag bunch. They couldn’t even stay awake with him (literally and metaphorically) in the Garden. The very group he chose to be 
his friends variously betrayed him, denied him, left him alone, ran away and simply didn’t get it right. They were just ordinary 
blokes who were almost clueless. They failed their friend in a series of events that to them they simply could not fully comprehend. 
We now know that Jesus actually defeated death on this day. I imagine that the disciples must have been so frightened, and yet 
Jesus had washed their feet, had broken bread with them and he forgave them. Even the kiss from Judas was met with a “do what 
you have to do”. Jesus’ humanity was painfully displayed during these moments but so too was his divinity. He did what most if 
not all of us would have been incapable of doing. He accepted his fate, he loved his friends to the end, and he did all of this for us. 
 

How many times in our own lives do we fail our friends? Those that matter the most to us, who are closest to us are the ones we 
tend to hurt the most. We lie and pretend this or that didn’t happen to save face, we claim ignorance to an event and at times, we 
let our friends and family down. Like the disciples, we are just ordinary, mortal beings who are imperfect. We get it wrong from 
time to time. The Jesus story and part of our Christian tradition is to acknowledge our faults (through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault we chant in the Act of Contrition at Mass) and try to do better next time. There is that nagging 
feeling deep inside us when we know we have lied or let others down that simply does not go away. Sometimes children can feel 
like they have “gotten away with it” if they do not get found out. The trouble with this is, even if they have fooled everyone else, 
they have not fooled themselves. There is nothing more troublesome than a conscience that slowly gnaws away at one ’s insides. 
That is why we are encouraged to own our faults and to seek forgiveness. We rid ourselves of an inner burden and we genuinely 
seek to do better with our friends next time. 
 

I wonder what the disciples actually felt during the events that led to Jesus’ death. Being frightened and running away is a natural 
response and I wonder how many of us would have chosen this option. After all, Jesus was a threat to the established order.  
He had become unmanageable to those who had power and authority. He came to change nothing, but to fulfil the prophecy of 
old. He came to spread love and peace and his actions and words were threatening to those who were suspicious of this man who 
chose to align himself with the poor, the tax collectors, the unclean, the women and those well and truly on the fringes. Jesus 
never abandons us. We must abandon our ‘self’ to him. The friends he had in the disciples are not that much different to all of us; 
at times clueless, hapless and ordinary. These guys were not superstars, but they were ready to serve. And in time, to spread the 
Jesus message far and wide. This is our call every day. The Holy Week events serve to remind us of our failings, and importantly 
of our faith. Let us all work to be better human beings, and to love and serve the Lord our God, who gave his life for us. 
Notwithstanding, the disciples gave up everything and responded to the call to follow Jesus. They did so as an act of faith and 
love. 
 

I wish every family a happy and Holy Easter and a safe and enjoyable holiday break. I look forward to seeing the boys back at 
school in FULL WINTER UNIFORM on Monday 29 April. We bid farewell for now, to Cathy Hackett in the Junior School, who has 
taken the decision to devote more time to her family. We thank Cath for all she has contributed to the Junior School over many 
years.   
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 
 
 
 
 

Craig Wattam 
Principal 
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE FINANCE OFFICE 
Commencing Term 2 the College will be sending Fee Statements via the email 
addresses it has on record for parents. A copy of the statement will be sent to both 
parents’ emails. Should you wish to update your email address please advise the 
College via email to enrolment.secretary@spc.nsw.edu.au 

mailto:enrolment.secretary@spc.nsw.edu.au


 

 

J U N I O R  S C H O O L  
As a way to round out the term, I thought I would share this example of good writing from Year 5. Having an authentic  
audience for writing can help push students’ achievement higher, so I offered my Especean column to 5 Blue if (and only if) 
the standard was high enough. I was not disappointed! 
 

How do you think Neil Armstrong became the first human to reach the moon? How did Cristiano Ronaldo become one of 
the greatest soccer players ever? They set a dream and believed that they could fulfil that dream. They worked hard, no 
matter what got in their way.  
 

When you dream, you aspire to an achievement; you set a goal about what you want to achieve in your life. Everyone has a 
dream – whether it is to cure cancer or to be the greatest Dad in the world. You can dream big or dream small, but you 
must stand strong and not let anyone destroy your spirit, whatever your goal is. 
 

To reach your goal you must have a growth mindset, an attitude that lifts your mood and your work rate. How do you think 
Lebron James became one of the greatest basketball players? He didn’t just wake up with the ability to play amazingly well. 
He worked hard day-in and day-out and he earned his reputation and achievements.  
 

However, not everyone does succeed. We wouldn't be human if that wasn't the case. We must not let that discourage us, 
as there will be always be people to support us.  
 

I hope everyone reading this will achieve their goals and let their light shine – Luceat Lux Vestra. 
 

Jacob Kelava, 5 Blue 
 

I wish you all a happy and blessed holiday break – may the joy of Easter be very present to you and your family. 
 

Ben Munday—Director of Junior School 

ITALIAN STUDY TOUR— 
BUON V IAGGIO 
 

On Saturday 6 April we bid buon viaggio to  
35 students as they embarked upon the College’s  
Italian Study Tour.  
 

We wish all students, as well as our teachers,  
Mrs Valente, Mr Castiglione, Ms Fisicaro and  
Mrs Perri, a safe journey full of enriching learning  
experiences. 
 

Maria Capobianco—Languages Coordinator 

Y E A R  11  G E O G R A P H Y  
The Year 11 Geography cohort has been studying the topic Biophysical Interactions which involved students investigating 
the nature and functioning of the four spheres in an Alpine Environment. For our case study, we were fortunate enough to 
visit Kosciuszko National Park. The first day involved a field study of the mountain ecosystem, human impacts and  
management of Kosciuszko National Park. On the second day we experienced a dramatic change in weather of -2 degrees 
as we went for a walk through the Kosciuszko Alpine Area to explore the interaction of the four spheres in the Alpine  
Environment of Kosciuszko. The field trip enhanced students’ knowledge about the sensitivity of such fragile ecosystems. 
 

Felicia Ho—Geography Teacher 

M O T H E R S ’  D AY  M A S S E S  
The Mothers’ Day Masses will take place on Friday 10 May—Week 2 of next term. 
The Hanrahan Hickey, Rice Mass is at 7.45am 
The Berg, Coghlan, Crichton Mass is at 10.00am 
If you would like to volunteer to read, be a Eucharistic Minister or do another role 
at the Mass could you contact me at gillian.daley@spc.nsw.edu.au. In your email 
could you indicate which Mass you will be at and how many of you will be in  
attendance eg. one mum, one son and one grandma is 3. 
Every year I am searching for volunteers so please don’t think there won’t be room 
for you! Roles will be allocated by Monday 6 May. 
 

Gillian Daley—Director of Identity 

C O N D O L E N C E S   We extend our condolences and prayers on the death of Emiliano (Mil) De Brito, 
father of Andrew (Class of 14’). Mil was heavily involved in the coaching of College Football teams over an  
eight year period and took great pride in his extended association with St Patrick’s. The funeral will take place on 
Friday 12 April at St Brigid’s Marrickville commencing at 10.30am. Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord, and let  
perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace.  
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C U R R I C U L U M  
Year 11 Assessment Block—The Year 11 Assessment Block begins the first week back next Term on Monday 29 April 
and concludes Wednesday 8 May. The assessments are quite varied from subject to subject in type, structure and format 
and include but are not limited to written responses on pre-published stimulus materials, oral presentations and practicals. 
 

The Assessment Block timetable is available via the Year 11 Home page in Canvas and boys are reminded to note dates 
and times of their examinations. Boys are also reminded to thoroughly familiarise themselves again with the College’s  
Assessment Policy and Examination Rules for Senior Students also available on Canvas. 
 

Ignorance of the College’s Assessment Policy or examination rules will not constitute a valid excuse and penalties will be 
incurred for breaches of policy and procedures and malpractice. 
 

In particular, in the event of absenteeism due to illness or misadventure during the Assessment Block, parents and boys are 
reminded that a telephone call to the Year Coordinator, Mr Castiglione, must be made prior to 9.00am on the day of the  
assessment. Where possible, the missed assessment or a substitute will be arranged within the Assessment Block period. 
Immediately on the boy’s return to school, a medical certificate for the illness/misadventure must be given to the relevant 
Faculty Leader (Studies Coordinator). 
 

Michael Cutrupi—Director of Curriculum 

We are asking for your support for auction items. This event is not just a great 
night out, it is also an important fundraiser for the College and we rely on the  
support of our community to ensure its success.  
 

Can you donate something or help us source any of the following items?  
Please email spc.parents@spc.nsw.edu.au for all donations. 
 
VACATIONS AND GETAWAYS 

• Use of holiday homes 

• Hotel accommodation 

• Flights 

• Sailing adventures 

• Use of a prestige car 
 

FOOD & WINE 

• Tour of vineyards and wineries 

• Catered dinner party 

• Wine from a special region or year 

• A gift certificate from your favourite restaurant 

• Dinner with a celebrity chef 

• Rare bottles of wine or liquor 
 

SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

• Tickets or boxes to concerts, games, events 

• Sports memorabilia 

• Experiences with sports stars 

ONE OF A KIND ITEMS & OPPORTUNITES 

• Art 

• Special chef’s table tasting meal or cooking class 

• Opening night tickets 

• TV, radio or movie experiences 

• Backstage passes to concerts 

• Behind-the-scenes tours 

• Personal shopper experience 

• Meet and greet with celebrities or politicians 

• Do you breed puppies or kittens? 
 

LUXURY 

• Professional services: teeth whitening, cosmetic 
procedures 

• Spa visits, beauty products and services 

• Jewellery and gems 
 

HOUSEHOLD 

• Trade services 

• Household products 

www.trybooking.com/BBTUO

SPC UK CRICKET TOUR FUNDRAISING DINNER 
All members of the community, Old Boys and friends are invited to support the  
UK Cricket Tour Squad by joining us for Dinner and an evening of Cricket. 
 

Date:  Saturday 15 June 
Time:  6.00pm for a 7.00pm start; to conclude at 11.00pm 
Venue:  Bankstown Sports Club, 8 Greenfield Parade Bankstown 
Cost:  $85 per ticket 
 

The ticket price includes a three-course buffet menu, tour memorabilia,  
a guest presenter and fundraising support. Drinks are not included. 

 

As part of the night there will be some live auctions, silent auctions and a raffle,  
along with an interview with our surprise guest. Prizes include sporting memorabilia,  
a weekend away and a variety of other prizes. 
 

Book a table (tables of 10) or individual tickets. If you want to have your own table, 
someone needs to book early and click on table leader. Then as you book you can 
choose to join that table or set up your own.  
Bookings can be made on the Old Boys website at https://oldboys.spc.nsw.edu.au/
ocd.aspx?action=showReunion&reunionName=E20 So, put the date in your calendar 
and get your friends together! 
 

Any questions can be directed to gillian.daley@spc.nsw.edu.au  

BRAINSTORM PRODUCTION ‘W IRED’ 
Confronted with a stressed and overloaded life and battling feelings of depression and  
anxiety are two adolescents who are simply going through the phases of life. They faced  
the extremes of adolescence including dealing with peers, hormones, goals and differing  
perspectives, at times feeling as though things were spiralling out of control. This is what  
the theatrical group Brainstorm Productions explored in  
their performance “Wired” during our Year 10 Pastoral Care  
Period on Wednesday 3 April. This program covered  
important themes such as goal setting, concentration,  
mental health, exam pressure, resilience, stress, anxiety, 

depression and student wellbeing. Year 10 had the opportunity to see the characters play 
out an alternative path towards greater resilience and mental wellbeing. “Wired” promoted 
awareness of the physiology of anxiety and depression that normal teenagers can go 
through. Overall, the show was very enjoyable and the whole cohort very much enjoyed it 
as it incorporated relatable themes while also providing entertainment.  
 

Jason Rahal—Year 10 Student 
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FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations): Click on http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-
curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu or via the Team App. 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the 
Fixtures Pages above. 

HEAD OF SECONDARY SPORT 
Winter Season 
The winter season commenced last Saturday with traditional fixtures 
against Sydney Grammar. On a fine and sunny Saturday, all fixtures that 
were played in Rugby and Football were carried out with respect and good 
sportsmanship. Well done to all who competed.  
 

I remind parents and students to  
download for free the SPC Sport Team 
App. You will be able to view all  
winter sports training schedules for the 
remainder of the winter season under the 
“Training Schedules & Cancellations” tab.  
 

Over the holiday period I will be working 
on the draft draws for the Winter Season 
to provide families with notice of fixtures  
in advance. In line with this I wish to  
inform you that upon the commencement 
of Term 2, parents and boys will have  
access to view these draws via Team App 
and the College Website. 
 

In the meantime, you will now be able  
to view the summer season End of  
Season Reports for Cricket, Basketball 
and Baseball through Team App under the “Newsletter” tab. If you wish to 
download and keep a copy, this can be done through signing into your 
Team App account via computer. https://www.teamapp.com/ 
 

Good Luck! 
On behalf of the College community, I take this opportunity to wish the  
1

st
 XI Football along with the 1

st
 XV, 2

nd
 XV and 16A Rugby sides well for 

their fixtures over the holiday period.  
 

Anthony Calavassy—Head of Secondary Sport 

H O L I D AY  S P O R T S  F I XT U R E S  

F O O T B AL L —  
T u es d a y  1 6  &  T h u r s d a y  1 8  Ap r i l  

1
st
 XI v Inner West  Tri-series 9.00 Trinity Grammar 

S E NI O R  S P O R T  

R U G BY — T u es d a y  2 3  Ap r i l  

1
st
/2

nd
 XV v The British School—Uruguay Tour Side 3.00 Hudson Park 

R U G BY — S a t u r d a y  2 7  Ap r i l  

1st XV v Knox 11.15 Hudson Park 

2nd XV v Knox 10.00 Hudson Park 

16A v Knox 9.00 Hudson Park 

J U N I O R  S C H O O L  S P O R T  
“Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.” 
           Charles R. Swindoll 
 

With the end of the first term rushing towards us, I would like to thank the boys, 
coaches and staff for their efforts with trials. With the poor weather and ground 
availability playing havoc with scheduling, the boys’ patience and efforts on the 
field went a long way to making the winter sports trials a success. 
 

While teams have been selected, they are by no means set for the season.  
The first three rounds of the winter season are a further opportunity for coaches 
to get a better look at the boys and their skill level. Boys may be moved to teams 
better suited to their level of performance during the first three rounds. 
 

The generic winter draw will be uploaded to Team App this week. Please have a 
look at the documents section to view. Please remember that this is a draft only 
and there to help future planning for travel for the season. Please regularly check 
the fixtures page each week for the most up to date fixture information this  
season. Fixtures often change from the generic draw. 
 

All boys involved in winter sports will have their first training session on  
Mondays. The first session will be on the first day back in Term 2, Monday  
29 April. Please be prepared for training on the first day back. All teams will have 
2 sessions this year. A long session (Mondays 3.15—4.45pm) which focusses 
on skill development and a short session later in the week (3.15—3.55pm) which 
will focus on conditioning and building our capacity to play the full length of each 
game. A draft training session will be placed on Team App shortly. 
 

We wish the Rugby boys traveling to Armidale on Friday a successful trip. We 
know you will represent the College well. Also, the best of luck to our swimmers 
and divers competing in NSWPSSA carnivals on Thursday and Friday this week. 
 

I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy Easter and look forward to  
seeing you in Term 2. 
 

John Locke—Junior School Coordinator of Co-curricular 

STRATHFIELD COUNCIL 
LOCAL STRATEGIC PLANNING STATEMENT SURVEY 

Strathfield Council invites the school community to participate in a survey to help 
council understand what its community values and what it would like to see  
protected over the next 20 years. The survey also provides an opportunity for the 
community to identify what council could improve. Please see link below:  
https://survey.placescore.org/s3/StrathfieldNeighbourhoodLP2019. Our community’s 
participation is essential for helping Council develop a Local Strategic Planning 
Statement that reflects the aspirations and values of our whole community. 

http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
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