
 

 

 
 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

This week brings us to the end of our school year for the boys. At St Patrick’s College our calendar is so jam-packed that 
the weeks just seem to fly by. The staff will be at work all of next week completing reports, engaging in compulsory training 
and offering parent teacher exchanges. Tomorrow evening of course we all gather for one of the most spectacular and 

important formal gatherings of our College year – the Annual Speech Night. I so look 
forward to these events as they mark and duly acknowledge academic achievement 
for our boys, they capture the spirit and essence of our community, and they afford an 
opportunity for key headline speeches to be delivered about the faith and educational 
endeavours of the College. 
 

Recently, the Year 12 class of 2018 presented their gift to the College. It is the most 
beautiful mosaic of Saint Mary MacKillop and I offer a great vote of thanks to the boys 
of Year 12 for this inspired offering. As the year draws to a close I offer my thanks to 
all of the boys for their hard work and the great spirit that they bring to school each 
day. I also thank all of our parents who trust us with the education of their sons each 
day. Lastly, I offer an enormous vote of thanks to our staff who work with and for  
our boys each and every day. They are committed, hard working and dedicated  
to the cause. 
 

We have a number of staff who are moving  
on at the end of the year. We wish them every blessing in what comes next for  
them. Maddy Hanrahan-Tan, Elyse Williams, Katie Pugsley, Jessica Holding,  
Michael Elakis and Emily Knapman complete temporary contracts with us and  
have been with us for some years now. Michael Di Ciaccio, Greg Sciortino and  
John Straney are moving on to new schools, and Basil Capizzi is taking a promotional 
position in a new school also. Clare Collett is relocating to the Hunter Valley. Clare has 
been at St Patrick’s for 12 years and leaves with a heavy heart. After a stellar 18 years 
of service as well as being an Old Boy of the College, Mark Newbury, our PDHPE 
Coordinator is also relocating for family reasons to the Central Coast next year. I know 
that the decision for Clare and Mark was a tremendously difficult one to make. We also 
have Peter Findlay who is calling time on the teaching profession and retiring after  
21 years of service to the College. Peter is a highly respected 
practitioner and will be sorely missed as our Careers Advisor. 
In a similar vein Adrian Healey is retiring to pursue other 
interests after 23 years at St Patrick’s. Adrian has also 
discerned over a long period about his decision to move on. 
You see, Adrian is not only an Old Boy of the College having 
attended from being a boy in Year 3, but also his mother and 
his father were teachers here. The Healey building is named in 
honour of his father. In addition, Adrian’s grandfather was also 
a teacher here at the College. I know that it must have been a 
difficult decision to make to finally say it is time! We wish each 
and every one of these teachers every blessing of the Lord as 
they variously move on to new adventures in their life. I take this opportunity to thank them publicly 
for their contribution to our College. Collectively, they have amassed more than 100 years of 
service to St Patrick’s. Our recruitment processes have been ongoing, and I am pleased to say 
that we have attracted some very talented staff to replace them. These people will be announced 
in the new year. 
 

As the season of Advent is now upon us, we commence our preparations for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ among us. May the birth of the Christ-child fill your families with every joy of the season. More importantly 
may the birth of this infant King bring peace – a peace that is lasting and spreads throughout the whole world. Please be 
safe over the Christmas period and I look forward to welcoming everyone back to the College in 2019.  

 

Condolences 
Please pray for Adam La Rossa (Year 5) and his family as they mourn the loss of his grandfather Charles Versace. 
Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace.  
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 
 
 
 
 
Craig Wattam 
Principal 
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J U N I O R  S C H O O L  
For my final Especean message of my first year at St Patrick’s, I would like to publicly express my gratitude to you all for 
what has been a very full and fruitful year. I have had the opportunity to meet and work with a great many people who have 
taught me a great deal about what a special place this community is. Thank you one and all. 
 

Mr Adrian Healey has announced that he will retire at the end of 2018. I thank Mr Healey for his many years of service to 
the St Patrick’s community, which is only one part of his family’s long connection with the College. The contribution of the 
Healey family and Mr Healey in particular is unlikely to be matched again. We honour you, Mr Healey, and pay tribute to 
you for all you have given St Patrick’s these many years. 
 

Mr Phil Flannery has announced that he will reduce his teaching load to three days a week in 2019. Mr Flannery is another 
long serving Junior School teacher and is very much loved and respected by his students, past students and their families.  
I am pleased that we will still have Mr Flannery with us in 2019. 
 

With regret, I can share that Ms Katie Pugsley will not be returning to St Patrick’s in 2019. Ms Pugsley is relocating to  
Tasmania for family reasons and is much sought after by schools down there. I thank her for the excellent work she has 
done in the Junior School and I wish her all the best for the next leg of her journey through teaching. 
 

As the holidays approach, I hope and pray that you will be very aware of God’s great love for you and your family.  
May the birth of Jesus remind us of the deep and abiding joy that the love of God brings into our lives. Merry Christmas and  
God bless always. 
 

Ben Munday—Director of Junior School 

J U N I O R  S C H O O L  S P O R T  
“There will come a time when you believe that everything is  
finished. Yet that will be the beginning.”  Louis L’Amour 
 

The time is almost upon us where we leave the year behind us 
and finally finish what we started all the way back in January. 
However, to think that we have come to a completion would be a 
misguided notion. For all of us tomorrow, next week or next year 
will see us build on the understandings of what has been learnt, 
experienced or undertaken. We simply continue, never really 
reaching an end.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the families that 
attended the Junior School Sports Presentation Dinner. I hope 
you had an enjoyable time celebrating with your son and the  
Junior School community. A special thank you to Dr Wattam,  
Mr Chase, Mr Fochesato and Mr Munday for attending the night 
and helping hand out the awards. Thanks also to the teachers 
who stepped in and read out the names of the award winners. 
Special mention to the helpers from the P & F who donated  
their time to assist in the setting up of the gym and Ian and the 
Maintenance crew for putting out all the tables and chairs.  
 

If it weren’t for two special people the night would not have gone 
ahead. A huge thank you to Mrs Christina Jenson and Mrs Ingrid Viney. Without your support and tireless effort, the night 
would not have be successful.  
 

For families returning in 2019 in Year 6, there are a few key dates that need to be added to the calendar. As always, term 
one has a very busy start for the Junior School and 2019 is no different.  
 

 Thursday 31 January—All summer sports will trial (first day back for Year 6 students). Boys need to have their PE 
uniform and equipment to trial.  

 Friday 1 February—New Year 5 student’s Swimming trials, College Pool. 

 Saturday 2 February—Additional grading of larger sports (Basketball, Cricket) if required. Families will be informed if 
these are required. 

 Wednesday 6 February—Junior School House Swimming Carnival at Auburn Pool. 
 

To all our Year 6 students, I hope that your start in the Senior School in 2019 is a smooth one. May it be full of excitement, 
challenge and fun. I wish you all a safe and blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. Relax, enjoy the break and I look 
forward to seeing you or hearing from you early in the new year. 
 

John Locke—Junior School Coordinator of Co-curricular 

UNIFORM SHOP NOTICE  
 

Last day of trading in the Uniform Shop is  
Friday 7 December from 8.00am to 12.00pm. 

 

We will re-open on: 
 

Monday 21 January 2019:  9.00am—2.00pm 
Tuesday 22 January 2019:   9.00am—2.00pm 
Wednesday 23 January 2019: Closed 
Thursday 24 January 2019:  9.00am—2.00pm 
Friday 25 January 2019:   9.00am—2.00pm 
Saturday 26 January 2019:  Australia Day Holiday 
Monday 28 January 2019:  Public Holiday 
Tuesday 29 January 2019:  8.00am—2.00pm 
 

The NEW Uniform Shop Trading hours  
will commence **Thursday 31 January 2019 

 

Monday:   8.00am—5.00pm 
Tuesday:   Closed 
Wednesday:  Closed 
Thursday:   8.00am—5.00pm 
Friday:    8.00am—12.00pm 
Saturday:   Closed 



 

 

C U R R I C U L U M  
End of Term, the Holidays & Year 12-2019 HSC Preparations 
I would like to encourage all boys of Year 11 to use the upcoming holidays wisely and not to let the time pass without  
having done substantial preparation for the 2019 HSC, in particular for the Year 12 Assessment Block which begins  
Monday 4 March. There will be enough time to enjoy the festive season and holidays with family and friends as well as time 
for constructive study. 
 

It certainly has been a very busy fourth term for all. The boys are obviously looking forward to the break and parents are 
welcoming some relief from the daily grind. 
 

I wish all parents and boys a joyful and peaceful Christmas, a Happy New Year and a safe return to first term in 2019. 
 

God Bless. 
 

Michael Cutrupi—Director of Curriculum 

Last Thursday the Year 7 and 8 students presented highlights of  
their learning from this year to their parents in the College’s first  
Extension Class Learning Showcase. It was a wonderful opportunity to 
share what they have learnt, and especially to explain how they  
applied critical and creative thinking to their work this year. In a short 
presentation from each Key Learning Area, the boys showed videos 
and photos of their work, as well as models, posters and books that 
they had made.  
 

Year 7 Science displayed their designs for a new and improved  
Smollett Place using different forces, History students talked through 
their making of a St Patrick’s College Heritage website and we were 
visited by the ‘Ghost of Math Past’ to show us what mathematical  
challenges Year 7 found in designing a boat this year. 
 

Year 8 Geography told us about their Water Scarcity project 
and the Trade Game held to better understand global trade 
and commerce. We heard how the English students  

developed their questioning techniques and practised philosophical thinking 
within a Community of Inquiry, as well as seeing the USBs designed and created using 
the 3D printer in TAS. This is to mention only a few of the achievements and great work 
accomplished in classes this year. Our thanks to all the teachers and students who  
presented, as well as the Year 11 students who assisted on the day. 
 

Janine Timillero & Heidi Viney—Diverse Learning 

Y E A R  7  A N D  8  E X T E N S I O N  W O R K  S H I N E S !  

USING LIGHT AND ELECTRICITY TO SOLVE HUMANITARIAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL  
PROBLEMS—YEAR 5 SCIENCE - ENGAGING RESPONSIBLY WITH GLOBAL ISSUES 
Scientists solve problems, they see them as challenges and don’t back down. They test and improve their innovations until 
they have a solution that works. 

 

Problem # 1—Lack of water in Less Developed Countries 
Did you know that 780 million people worldwide don’t have access to clean water? 
This is a basic necessity that we all should have access to but sadly this doesn’t exist 
in some countries. This is the problem that we aimed to solve.  
In class, we were asked to create a prototype that solved a real-world problem in an 
innovative and realistic way. We created a jug that cleans water by using Ultra Violet 
(UV) lights and a commonly used filter system and 
called it the Bolta Ultra Violet (BUV) Jug.  
 

At a high frequency UV light is able to effectively 
kill bacteria and through attaching torches emitting 
such light to a water jug with an easy to find,  

in-built filter system we are able to clean water. The torches are powered by  
rechargeable batteries which can be charged using solar panels at the top of the jug. 
These jugs are portable and able to be easily distributed to places where clean water is 
not a given. Written by Sebastian Regina 
 

Problem #2 - Environmentally Unfriendly Mining Methods 
Coal mining is highly disruptive to the environment. One of the techniques used to  
extract coal even involves using explosives to blow up mountains that contain this  
resource! Local riverways, animal habitats and air quality are all polluted or destroyed due to such mining methods.  
 

Transferring the idea of ‘Keyhole surgery’ from the world of medicine and adapting it to the world of mining, our prototype 
suggests using technologies such as vacuums, cameras and drills to access the coal through a ‘keyhole’ size incision rather 
than a totally disruptive excavation. If human beings are worthy of technological developments to improve their health,  
surely mother nature is too? Written by Ryan Nguyen 
 

Holly Davidson—Year 5 Teacher 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER DRIVE—THANK YOU TO ALL 



 

 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  
Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu or via the Team App. 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

HEAD OF SECONDARY SPORT 
Thanks 
Well that’s a wrap…. As 2018 draws to the end I would like to take this  
opportunity to commend everyone for their school spirit, sportsmanship and 
commitment during the course of this year. Thank you to the coaching staff 
for their willingness and to the parents for their support. I am very much  
looking forward to a bigger and brighter new year. 
 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a safe holiday. 
 

Anthony Calavassy—Head of Secondary Sport 

S P O R T S  F I XT U R E S — S AT U R D AY  8  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

C R I C K E T — S a t u r d a y  8  D e c e m b er  

15A v West Epping 8.30 George Kendall Reserve 

14 Black v West Epping 8.00 Cox Park 

14 Gold v Carlingford Waratah 8.00 Meadowbank Park 8 

13A v West Epping 8.00 Somerville Oval 

13B v RHHP Jack Sparrows 8.00 Mason Park 2 

B A S E B A L L — S a t u r d a y  8  D e c e m b er  

1st IX v Greenway 8.30 Magdala Park 

16s v North Ryde Riverview 11.00 Riverview 1B 

14s v North Ryde 8.30 Major’s Bay Reserve 1 

C R I C K E T — S a t u r d a y  1 5  D e c e m b er  

15A v Epping District 8.00 Upjohn Park 

14 Black v 14 Gold 8.00 Doyle Park 2 

14 Gold v 14 Black 8.00 Doyle Park 2 

13A v Holy Cross 8.00 Robin Thomas Reserve 

13B v Concord Briars 8.00 North Ryde Oval 

B A S E B A L L — S a t u r d a y  1 5  D e c em b e r  

1st IX v Rosebank 8.30 Major’s Bay Reserve 3 

16s v BYE    

14s v Five Dock 8.30 Timbrell Park 

S E NI O R  S P O R T  

Staff v Student Cricket Match 
4 December 2018; Breen Oval 

Staff 7/161 def Students 9/149 
The Staff gave the students a Master Class in catching!! 

Gillian Daley—MIC Cricket 

S t  P a t r i c k ’ s  C o l l e g e  S t r a t h f i e l d  
A N N U AL  S P E E C H  N I G H T  &  P R I Z E - G I V I N G  

 

THURSDAY 6 DECEMBER 2018 
QUAYCENTRE SYDNEY OLYMPIC PARK 

 

Attendance in College summer uniform is compulsory for every student.  
Please be seated by 7.00pm for 7.15pm start. 

 

SPEECH NIGHT PARKING and  
ROAD CLOSURES 
Parking at Sydney Olympic Park Quaycentre 
Homebush (formally known as Sydney 
Olympic Park Sports Centre) for Speech Night 
will be available in the P3 parking area only. 

The cost will be $5.00 per hour, with a 
maximum cost of $25.00. The parking station 
available to the College is indicated with an 
arrow on the map. 

The below link will direct you to Sydney 
Olympic Park map and road closures.  

https://www.sydneyolympicpark.com.au/map/ 
 

NORMAL START TIME for Next Day— 
7 DECEMBER 
ALL boys across Years 5 to 11 will commence 
classes as normal at 8.35am on Friday  
7 December. Weekly Mass in the College 
Chapel will also commence as normal on 
Friday morning before school. 

P3 

http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/George+Kendall+Riverside+Park/@-33.821124,151.0611313,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x6b12a491dfbc847f:0xf017d68f9f1cfe0!2sGeorge+Kendall+Riverside+Park!8m2!3d-33.821124!4d151.06332!3m4!1s0x6b12a491dfbc847f:0xf017d68f9f1cfe0!8m
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Stride+Fitness/@-33.7842487,151.0485857,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a40bafffffff:0x765903c66688264f!8m2!3d-33.7842487!4d151.0507744
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Meadowbank+Park/@-33.8165496,151.082334,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a4f8391684a1:0xf017d68f9f1cc70!8m2!3d-33.8165496!4d151.0845227
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Robin+Thomas+Reserve,+Parramatta+NSW+2150/@-33.8169622,151.010386,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a3178eab5e7b:0x931de47df159410c!8m2!3d-33.8170928!4d151.0123877
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Mason+Park/@-33.8561279,151.0776165,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bb328e513caf:0x379a13bcf85a2d02!8m2!3d-33.8561324!4d151.0798052
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Magdala+Park/@-33.80465,151.1407533,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12af58c61e946b:0xf017d68f9f2a4f0!8m2!3d-33.80465!4d151.142942
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Riverview+College/@-33.8213711,151.1533017,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12af6efa590325:0x7deb4ed984c3de0e!8m2!3d-33.8213711!4d151.1554904
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/33%C2%B050'47.6%22S+151%C2%B005'54.7%22E/@-33.846554,151.0963393,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d-33.846554!4d151.098528
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Upjohn+Park/@-33.8047546,151.0476702,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a47e58542443:0xf017d68f9f1c3c0!8m2!3d-33.8047546!4d151.0498589
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Doyle+Ground/@-33.8058491,151.0118362,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a30f0c0c8e6d:0xf017d68f9f306b0!8m2!3d-33.8058491!4d151.0140249
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Doyle+Ground/@-33.8058491,151.0118362,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a30f0c0c8e6d:0xf017d68f9f306b0!8m2!3d-33.8058491!4d151.0140249
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Robin+Thomas+Reserve,+Parramatta+NSW+2150/@-33.8169622,151.010386,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a3178eab5e7b:0x931de47df159410c!8m2!3d-33.8170928!4d151.0123877
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/North+Ryde+Oval/@-33.801136,151.1344904,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a5f7054aace5:0x3050523efe781a8c!8m2!3d-33.801136!4d151.1366791
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/33%C2%B050'47.6%22S+151%C2%B005'54.7%22E/@-33.846554,151.0963393,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d-33.846554!4d151.098528
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Timbrell+Park/@-33.872857,151.1344693,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a554d48b01db:0xf017d68f9f1da80!8m2!3d-33.872857!4d151.136658

