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Front Cover:
Junior School students spell out nine decades of history: 
Left (top to bottom): Joshua Malone (Year 5), Dylan Celegon 
(Year 5), Finlay Mitchell (Year 6), Oliver Burgess (Year 6)
Right (top to bottom): Michael Boustany (Year 5), Hugo Matthews 
(Year 5), Luke Sultana (Year 6) & Daniel De Pasquale (Year 6).
Back Cover:
2.  Violinist Emmanuel Putro (Year 8) during the 

Performing Arts Showcase.
3.  Hayden Serrao gets a lift from Charles Kazzi  

(both Year 11) whilst enjoying the sunset at Uluru.
4.  Hugo Matthews (Year 5) serves up a taste of  

Germany: spätzle.
5.  Alexander Falcone & Christian Migliorino (both Year 

10) battle for possession.
6.  Lewis Taylor (Year 9) receives communion from 

Eucharistic Minister, Luke Touma (Year 12).
7.  Tomas Mihalic (Year 10) constructs a frame for  

his water turbine.
8.  Year 5 students Mateusz Henryk, Michael Suriano & 

Alexander Di Cristo are all smiles at the Founder’s  
Day Mass.

9.  Peter Pan aka Oliver Clarke (Year 8), refuses to grow up!
10.  Anthony Corso (Year 7) works on his Gaudi tiles during 

a Maths lesson.
11.  Cooper Edwards (Year 7) charges home during the ISA 

Athletics Carnival.
12.  Jeremy Simonetto (Year 6) as ‘Fearless Fredric’ during 

the Book Character Parade.
13. George Banis (Year 11) with his buddy in PNG.
14.  Photo finish: Luke Touma (Year 12) & Jonathan Meaker 

(Year 8) cross the finishing line of the Waterford Mile.
15. Pianist Nathan Bellissimo (Year 12).
16.  First XV player Rory Brunton (Year 11) keeps an eye 

on the state of play.
17.  Thick as thieves: Year 8 students Dimitri Poulos, 

Adriano Garigliano & Jayden Miranda.
18. Marc Salamone (Year 11) creates a masterpiece.
19.  Chemistry student James Mouawad (Year 8) with his 

atomic model.
20.  Alexander Pavan (Year 8) & Alexander del Popolo 

(Year 9) contemplate a life in Neverland.
21.  Year 8 students Adrian Biscotto & Salvatore Ciolino 

work on a maths problem together.
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Dear Community of St Patrick’s College,
At the College Board meeting in August our 
Director of Identity, Gillian Daley presented 
a snapshot about the fundamental role that 
Identity plays in the life of our students, staff and 
community members. What was most interesting 
about this was that we rarely see the full picture 
of all of our endeavours presented simultaneously 
in this arena. Obviously, our faith is the reason for 
our existence as a school. It makes me so proud 
to be a part of this College when I see all of the 
efforts that so many people make in promoting 
the prayer and liturgical life of St Patrick’s, of 
forming our boys in faith, and in educating them 
about justice, solidarity, faith in action, ecology, 
sustainability, charitable works, immersions, 
working with and for others and the list goes on. 
There are really too many things to mention!

What is core and key is that we offer sequential 
and developmental opportunities for our boys to 
live out the Gospel message and to attempt to 
bring the Good News of Jesus to others, especially 
those at the margins. The EREA Touchstones do 
not replace this Gospel imperative, they merely 
provide a handy tool to help us work with it, and to 
navigate it. Offering daily prayer, exposure to the 
sacramental life of the Church and times of repose 
and reflection through retreats and reflection days 
are all part of the faith expression of our College. 
What is characteristic of schools in the Edmund 
Rice tradition is our robust efforts to live out this 
expression in our local communities and beyond 
our borders as well. Our boys need to be made to 
feel somewhat uncomfortable in their comfortable 
lives, so that they are moved to action. Part of our 
role as parents and teachers is to challenge them 
to get their hands and feet dirty and to get involved. 

The language we use is important. It must be a 
language of inclusivity, and of goodness and what 
is right. We know this because Jesus was the 
great ‘includer’. He also stood up for those who 
were voiceless or who were silenced. This is for us 
to seek to emulate with our students. The works 
of service our boys participate in are but a tiny 
example of how they can be involved. Our social 
justice groups seek to uncover stories of injustice; in 
order to educate and to advocate as well as to raise 
awareness. We are working on efforts to promote 
an ecology of the Earth and Pope Francis has 
provided fertile ground for us to till on this score. 

We also seek to educate and continue to form 
our staff. Without an informed and faith-filled 
staff we have little hope of imbuing our young 
people with the same flame of desire! Staff have 
regular retreats and reflection experiences, we 
pray together regularly and are reminded of our 
founder Edmund Rice and his efforts to bring 
God and goodness to young people. A staff team 
is currently working on developing a Formation 
Vision for the College. This will attempt to 
articulate in a succinct way our hopes for a lived 
faith for all in the College. 

One part of our offering in terms of Identity is our 
immersion programme. Each year we send a 
small group of Year 11 students and staff to Alice 
Springs and to Papua New Guinea (PNG). I have 
been fortunate to participate in the immersions in 
both 2017 and 2018. It is not an overstatement 
to say these experiences are life-changing for 
the staff as well as the students. Immersion is 
not about arriving in a majority world place on a 
white horse to save people. Rather, immersion 
is about learning, building relationships and 
reciprocity. It is safe to say that what we learn, 

and the gifts we receive from our participation 
in immersions is far greater than that which we 
bring. My great hope for our young men who 
participate in these immersions is not what they 
will do with it when they arrive home, but how it 
will shape and inform their adult lives – 10 years 
from now, 20 years from now and so on. Such 
is the power of these relationships that we seek 
to do more and be more for each other as true 
global citizens. If we can get past the “what can 
we do to help?” mentality, though this in and of 
itself can be significant,  we can arrive at “how 
can the way I live my life with others be more 
giving and globally conscious and just?”, then 
we are justified in providing these opportunities. 
There is nothing like spending time, eating, 
sharing, laughing and praying with others for all 
of us to realise that that which binds us together 
as part of the human family is far greater than 
those things that divide us. 

Immersion is an opportunity for us to really slow 
down, listen, look and learn. We do this best 
when we seek relationship with others. The work 
of the Christian Brothers continues in the Alice 
and in PNG. We are so fortunate to be a small 
part of this living legacy of selfless work.   

Live Jesus in our hearts, Forever.

Craig Wattam 
Principal

Winners of the 
2018 College Cup, 
Crichton House are 
all about inclusivity. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
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families cope with the reality of cancer. In the weeks prior to the walkathon 
students gathered donations, with the goal of raising $5,000 for the Sony 
Foundation, an organisation that has worked personally with Nick. I am 
pleased to report that the overall donation was in fact a total of over $6,300. 
What is more significant however is the manner in which the year group 
came together on the day, walking with, and for each other.

Mark Herro
Year 11 Student

One of the most important factors in the growth of a community is a sense 
of camaraderie and unity. The Year 11 cohort lived out these values during 
our initiative ‘Walking with Nick’. This idea was centred on raising both funds 
and awareness for cancer research, and the struggles that those who are 
diagnosed with cancer suffer. The main purpose was to support our school 
mate Nicholas McKenzie who, in 2017, was diagnosed with a rare bone cancer. 
The day consisted of a walkathon, during which every student wore a 
bandana from ‘CanTeen’, an organisation that helps young people and their 

By the time Augustine Murphy underwent 
his third major brain operation in Year 
7, he was suffering an average of 10 
seizures a day. Following the operation, 
the right side of his body stopped working 
and doctors told him he would never  
walk again.
When I went to visit Augustine in 
hospital at this time, he was in 
a wheelchair and struggled to 
even stand. I would not have 
believed it possible that by Year 
12 he would be touring the globe 
playing football for the Pararoos 
(his academy is off to Spain and 
England later in the year). His 
inspiring story has since been 
made into a short video which 
was shown at the Celtic Football 
Club and here at the College he 
has played his last season with 
his team winning their Grand 
Final. Augustine has certainly 
come a long way since then, 
he has defied the odds.
Augustine’s hard work and dedication both on and off the 
pitch have enabled him to achieve dreams far beyond 
our imagination and inspired his peers not to take life for 
granted. As he says; “Just take advantage of what you 
have because it’s not like it’s been given to you for free.” 
His determination has pushed him through the toughest 
of obstacles, and his funny and contagious character has 
made him a person loved by all. We are all so proud of 
Augustine, from wheelchair to superstar - he is amazing! 

Joshua Carozza
Year 12 Student

WALKING 
WITH NICK

Kicking goals 
against the odds Juniors Brighten the Forecast

For the fifth consecutive year, the Junior School has combined the CUA Fun Run 
with their Cross Country Championship event. The event gives all involved the 
opportunity to participate and gain valuable points for their house.
This year the Junior School raised $91,000 for Callan Services in Papua New 
Guinea, St Joseph’s in Alice Springs and the Edmund Rice Centre in Homebush: 
all worthy causes. The generosity of the boys’ families over the past five years has 
exceeded a total of $250,000.
To acknowledge our efforts the Today show came to the College with the show’s 
weather reporter, Natalia Cooper doing all the live crosses from Breen Oval. 
All boys were at the school by 5.00am and participated in exciting activities 
throughout the morning, culminating in a ‘Colour Run’ and a healthy breakfast.

Benjamin Munday
Director of Junior School 

Nicholas McKenzie (front, centre) 
walks with his mates.

Year 11 don their bandanas 
in a show of support.

Today Show weather presenter, Natalia Cooper 
is surrounded by our colourful Juniors.

Augustine Murphy has 
his eye on the future.



Many of our students are blessed with great 
talents – some they share gladly, while others 
are more reticent, only occasionally revealing 
their hidden depths. One day earlier this year, 
a Year 11 student, previously unknown to me, 
approached me in the Library and somewhat 
shyly told me that he had written a book and 
would like to give me a copy for the library when 
it was published. I was truly delighted in July to 
see the finished product: a treasure wrapped in 
tissue and packaged in its own black box!
Angelo Nicolas is someone to watch, he is one 
of the quiet achievers who will doubtlessly make 
a mark on our society as he matures and finds 
his true path. Not only does Angelo play violin 
at a high standard of proficiency, but he will also 
sit his HSC in Mathematics as an accelerated 
student this year. And on top of this, he has been 
engaged in the creation of a truly remarkable 

book, something which has taken up much 
of his time over the past three years. He has 
been fully involved in the whole process of this 
beautiful production, from research and editing, 
to design and layout.
Because Angelo is such a deep thinker, his 
work is philosophical and factual, posing 
a range of scenarios for the reader to 
contemplate: ‘what if’? The book, titled if, 
has already caused quite a stir amongst our 
students, proving that one can achieve a goal 
if there is enough determination to pursue 
it. Angelo is truly an inspiration for students 
and teachers alike. We hope that Angelo can 
find the wider audience for his book that he is 
seeking: his message deserves to be shared.

Catherine Azar
Senior School Librarian

A QUIET  ACHIEVER
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As part of the Year 9 Commerce syllabus, students study a topic called ‘Running a Business’ in which 
we learn about the skills required when setting up and running a business. As part of this assessment 
boys form small groups of 3-5 and plan their marketing strategies for a successful business. During 
the early stage each group chose a number of different food options which we felt would appeal to our 
target market which was the staff and students at St Patricks College. 
Market Day is the culmination of all we have learnt and is an opportunity to test our business ideas by 
selling our wares. The day served as a positive learning experience and allowed us to see what we 
did well and how we could improve. It also gave our consumers a large variety of unique food to enjoy 
while assisting our Year 9 charity focus group by donating all profits made on the day. I would highly 
recommend boys to consider Commerce as an elective as this experience allows you to take part in 
an enjoyable project while learning about business in the real world.

Jacob Mannah
Year 9 Commerce Student

The school theme for National Science 
Week this year was Game Changers and 
Change Makers. This paid homage to the 
200th anniversary of the publication of Mary 
Shelley’s Frankenstein (genetic engineering, 
biotechnologies, prosthetics, bionics, genetic 
modification, brain enhancement and ethics); 
the 40th anniversary of the birth of the first 
IVF baby and 2018 being the International 
Year of the Reef (coral reefs and the scientists 
who study them). In keeping with tradition, our 
scientists took up the challenge to explore the 
change makers and game changers.
Old Boy Anthony Cutrupi (’09), a cutting 
edge researcher on Motor Neurone Disease, 
was invited to the College to address Year 
11 and Year 12 Biology students. Another 
special guest, Richard Saunders, the famous 
Australian skeptic, podcaster and professional 
origamist delivered a talk on testing claims 
of pseudoscience and the paranormal. 
Captain Reckless, a Cystic Fibrosis survivor 
and multiple organ transplant recipient, 
spoke about his involvement in bionic kidney 
research and gave students an insight into his 
personal struggles with the disease.
A number of problem solving games and 
activities took place during lunch time over 
the course of the week. These included the 
Science of Art in which students created 
artworks using pendulum painting and 
spinning art and the construction of balloon 
toy cars which they put to the test to see 
whose would go the furthest. Many thanks to 
the staff and students for their enthusiasm and 
involvement in these activities and a special 
acknowledgment to Mrs Felicity Warsop for 
organising the successful event. 

Surekha Chander
Science Coordinator

HOW TO 
RUN A 

BUSINESS

Angelo Nicolas with his book ‘if’.

Patrick Kahwaji brings 
in the customers.

Matthew Svoboda (Year 7) 
with his balloon car.

Mr Saunders dispels the spoon 
bending myth.

Elijah Mouawad (Year 11) 
demonstrates the colourful 
world of Science.

Samuel Barlow & James Lahood 
enlist Donald Trump aka Frankie 
Di Vito, to endorse their hotdogs. Adam Brooks makes a sale.
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At the culmination of Term Three, the College community farewelled 
the Class of 2018.Throughout the year there have been a number of 
students who received accolades. Tobias Pickett was the school’s 
recipient of the Archbishop’s Award for Student Excellence which 
he received from Archbishop Anthony Fisher at St Mary’s Cathedral 
in September. Justin Cordi was selected to represent NSW at the 
National Schools Constitutional Convention in Canberra. Rhys Hughes 
won the Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork Award while Francesco 
Carbo received the Pierre de Coubertin Award for exhibiting the 
Olympics ideals of respect, fair play, pursuit of excellence and joy in 
effort in his many co-curricular involvements at the College.
A number of boys also excelled in the area of performing arts. The musical 
performances of Matthew Bottaro (flute) and Michael Shin (piano) 
were outstanding; in drama Thomas Kearney and Tobias Pickett were 
renowned throughout the College for their lead roles in musicals, plays and 
Founder's Day, while the Exhibition Night of HSC Major Works was attended 
by a large crowd who saw art and technical creations of the highest quality 
as well as English Extension 2 Major Works.
On Friday 14 September the boys celebrated the end of their school 
days at their Formal – a glittering event held at Dockside Cockle Bay. 
Graduation Day on Wednesday 26 September involved a formal 
breakfast and a Prize Giving and Graduation Assembly, which included 
the final speech of College Captain Matthew Bryson, in front of parents 
and peers, a Graduation Mass held in the Chapel and finally with all 
the boys wearing their Old Boys ties for the first time, the Graduation 
Dinner. The Class of 2018 has certainly left their mark on SPC.

Justin Newman
Year 12 Coordinator

A group of SPC debaters and philosophers ventured to the ABC studios this term 
to be a part of the live audience on Q and A. The students were invited to submit 
questions for the show’s panellists prior to the night. 
Lawrence De Pellegrin (Year 11) had his question shortlisted prior to the show and 
was invited to ask his question once the show went to air, (much to the excitement of 
the group). Lawrence’s question was about the future of journalistic integrity and the 
concentration of media ownership in Australia, in light of the proposed Nine and Fairfax 
merger. Panellists Hon Mitch Fifield, Minister for Communications and the Arts and Lenore 
Taylor, Editor of ‘The Guardian’ responded with their views on Lawrence’s question.
The students enjoyed the opportunity to experience first-hand lively discussion 
of some of Australia’s current affairs and think about where they stood on certain 
issues. At the conclusion of the night one student even secured a meet and greet 
with host Tony Jones.

Janine Timillero
Diverse Learning Coordinator

With the world of work ever evolving, our senior students are faced with 
a wide variety of career choices. To pick a particular field let alone a 
single occupation can be quite daunting for some students and to find a 
starting point sometimes even harder. This is where the biennial Careers 
Information Night becomes an invaluable tool for them.

Thursday 30 August was the date for this year’s Careers Night. Forty-
eight Old Boys came back to the College to talk to the senior students 
about their career journey, their current occupation and answer the myriad 
of questions posed by the boys. Career areas included accounting, 
architecture, construction, engineering, essential services, finance, health 
professions, law, media and journalism, real estate, sales and marketing, 
sciences, small business, teaching and trades and apprenticeships.

The night is not only about sharing information with the boys; it is also 
about catching up with old school friends and sharing a meal with other 
Old Boys from different years. The year groups ranged from the Class 
of 1975 through to the Class of 2016 but the stories shared all had a 
common theme - memories of SPC.

The College is always looking for Old Boys to present on the night. If you 
would like to be a part of the night in the future then please contact the 
College with your details.

Peter Findlay
Careers Adviser

Class of 2018 leave their mark

A visit to the ABC Studios

Old Boys share their Insights

Careers Night

Year 12 students enjoy the 
use of the Senior Canteen.

The Year 12 cohort don 
their Year 12 Jerseys.

Mr Sciortino, Mrs Timillero & Ms Viney with 
our young philosophers on the Q and A set.

Fire Inspector Andrew Ticehurst (’92) & Police 
Constable Antony Asquini (’02) talk to students 
about a career in the Public Service sector.

Kurt McGuiness (’00), Charbel Antouny 
(’12), Vaughan Canceri (‘12) & Justin 
Rehayem (’12) share a meal together.
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What I learnt looking back on our time in Alice Springs is that immersion 
is about more than opening your eyes, but about living and feeling very 
differently to the way we normally do. There is a world beyond everything 
that we know, and I would like to share with you a few moments that 
defined immersion for me.
Going bush with the fellas was an amazing experience, and we were 
incredibly privileged to be accompanied by four indigenous elders who 
showed us and taught us about the land. What struck me as beautiful was 
the elders’ and fellas’ pride in their heritage.  I was reminded of this every 
time a story was told to us about the landscape, from the place in country 
we stayed that night and its many spirits (including the ‘Wild Woman’ who 
would kidnap you should you wander off alone in the night), to Uluru and 
Kata Tjuta. These places are truly spectacular to witness, yet I felt a deeper 
appreciation for every breathtaking sight when I heard of the strong and 
deeply spiritual connection that the people we met had to the place, and 
the pride with which these stories were told. 

On one of the nights we spent out bush we shared a kangaroo for dinner. 
Its blood, a traditional bush medicine, was passed around for drinking. I was 
in awe at the confidence with which Jason, one of the fellas, prepared the 
kangaroo for us. This was one of several moments I was reminded of how 
small my own world is. I had never met anyone who could fish for kangaroo 
guts with their bare hands and hold a casual conversation while doing so. 
It was the relationships we formed, however, that our group agrees was 
most important. How quickly everyone bonded highlighted for all of us how 
strong the connection is between our two school communities, St Patrick’s 
in Strathfield and St Joseph's in Alice Springs, and how important this 
relationship is. Of course there are so many more memories I would love to 
share, but I hope you can appreciate this brief recap of an experience for 
which I am very grateful.

Harrison Vellar
Year 11 Student

Earlier this year six students from St Joseph’s, Alice Springs visited St Patrick’s for a week on 
an immersion. This visit continued our ongoing connection with the fellas, and through various 
activities such as playing basketball and AFL, surfing at Bondi, sharing a meal and even a clothes 
shopping spree, we were able to strengthen existing bonds and establish new friendships.
The fellas were also involved in the College’s annual Reconciliation Round of Winter 
Sport, where they said an Acknowledgement of Country at the start of both the First XI 
Football and First XV Rugby matches. The relationships that developed over this time were 
important for our SPC Immersion to Alice Springs in June, where we were grateful to be 
greeted by a few familiar faces, making our transition into a new, foreign environment much 
easier. We look forward to a wonderful future together.

Patrick Watson
Year 11 Student

A World Out of the Ordinary

Walking in to the Future Together

Roo for dinner! Soaking it up at Standley’s Chasm.

Pat & Eddie – friends for life!

Learning about the land from the elders.

Sunset antics at Uluru.

Russell inspires young minds.

Trying to keep up at the Sports Carnival.



7 
 L

U
C

ER
N

A 
- V

O
L 

23
  I

SS
U

E 
2 

20
18

PN
G

 IM
M

ER
SI

O
N

The PNG Immersion commenced on 2 July 2018 when our group of 12 students 
and 4 teachers met at the airport in the early morning; each with our own 
worries and at least 2 large suitcases. This moment was one of anticipation and 
uncertainty as we would be apart from family and the comforts of home for our 
12 day ‘mission’. 
As we flew across PNG, we soaked in the dense greenery and warm waters 
of the tropical place for which we had been preparing. Our arrival in Rabaul 
was quite overwhelming with a change from suburban city-living to jungle and 
plantations growing alongside houses. 
The immersion challenged, surprised and encouraged each of us to reflect on 
different aspects from the normality of our Australian lives. In PNG, many things that 
were unnatural to us were customary to them, including things like holding hands 
with a friend and dancing and singing regardless of one’s ability. 
Throughout our stay it was evident that PNG, specifically Rabaul, highlighted the 
significance of relationships, faith and gratitude. Our warm welcome in Rabaul 
where the boys from Vuvu instantly embraced us, our triumph as a group over 
Mt Mother, the wholehearted singing at the Blessed Peter To Rot Mass, and the 
happiness of the locals seen simply through the many smiles and waves as we 
passed by, were just some examples of what their inclusive community is all about. 
It would be a mistake to take for granted what an Immersion to PNG gives us. 
It is full of irreplaceable memories and life-changing experiences; of which the 
most memorable was taking advantage of the opportunities presented to us. The 
journey was unique for everyone, but it was the personal relationships we built 
with the local people which made it so fulfilling.

Isaac Seeto
Year 11 Student

LAND OF SURPRISE 
& FRIENDSHIP

Christopher Farag and pikinini enjoying life.

Christian Bejjani feeling the love.

Patrick Braithwaite learns some life lessons.

Daniel Francis shares some wisdom.

Isaac Seeto and buddies.

Julian Thomas leads the group in dance.
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It has been a big few weeks for the Dramatic Arts at SPC. Recently 
students from our Junior School had the exciting opportunity to be 
selected as extras in the new ABC Kids television series that was partly 
filmed on school grounds. This was a great opportunity for our younger 
students to witness the complex process of filmmaking - a repetitive one 
at times, to say the least. Nevertheless, seeing themselves on TV later 
this year will be a great testament to their participation and enjoyment.

On the other end of the spectrum Year 12 Drama students have just 
completed their HSC. They performed both an individual piece as 
well as a group one to great success. After months of rehearsals and 
numerous weekends at school, a range of dark, funny, daring and 
exuberant characters came to life for the HSC Markers. Despite the 
nerve-racking experience of the day, the boys showed great skill to 
present to their best and they should all be immensely proud of their 
efforts throughout the year.

Tobias Pickett
Year 12 Student

The Annual Performing Arts Showcase saw the culmination of the year’s 
musical endeavours, showcasing the different musical groups and styles the 
school has to offer. The night also provided an opportunity for different age 
groups to play, specifically allowing newer members of the Performing Arts 
cohort to experience live performance on a grander scale.
The music tutors’ ensemble allowed parents to gain an understanding of 
the extensive experience and skill level of the tutors. Additionally, the night 
enabled groups such as the Wind Ensemble to demonstrate their abilities to 
the wider school audience in contrast to that of competitions.
Overall the Performing Arts Showcase was a great success and provided a 
wonderful experience for all involved, including the Year 12 Entertainment 
class which gained pivotal knowledge in the setup and running of a live event.

Zachary Saric
Year 12 Student

The 2018 Performing Arts production, Peter Pan is one I’m sure all involved will 
never forget. During the five months preparation, everyone applied their energy 
and focus making sure that each rehearsal was productive and improved upon.
A great amount of heart and soul was poured into this production and so 
many people played a crucial role. A multitude of talents was showcased; 
whether it was acting and singing on stage, playing an instrument in the 
College Band or helping to create an atmospheric theatre space, a high 
level of diligence and professionalism was achieved.
Throughout the months of preparation, we all shared each other’s company and 
worked together to ensure the performances were not only of a high quality but 
most importantly, enjoyable for all - a feat which was achieved flawlessly!

Eamon Hoban
Year 12 Student

Saturday 25 August was a very successful day for the SPC Wind 
Ensemble. The NSW State Band Championships were held at the  
Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre in Penrith, and saw SPC  
place first overall against some fiercely competitive bands in the  
Open D Grade Division.
The Wind Ensemble enjoyed the opportunity of building on the 
repertoire and sound from the National Band Championships which 
were held over the Easter weekend in Melbourne this year. The Wind 
Ensemble played three pieces on the day, including ‘Into the Joy of 
Spring’, ‘Evening Hymn and Sunset’ and ‘The Brave’. All boys took 
great pride in their performance and each member of the ensemble 
should be congratulated.

Thomas Kearney
Year 12 Student

Lights, Camera, Action!

Musical Fanfare at SPC!

Finding Neverland

First Place for Wind Ensemble!

Featured extras, Elijah Tan & Nate Tucker (both 
Year 6) during the filming of an ABC Drama series.

Eamon Hoban brings his 
character ‘Elling’ to life.

Tobias Pickett (Year 12) 
as Captain Hook.

Clarinet player Patrick 
Buckley (Year 11).

Jack Richardson (Year 10) 
performs with the Duffy Orchestra. The SPC Wind Ensemble.

Lost Boys played by Gianluca Pecora & 
Luke Genovese-Kollar (both Year 10).

Thomas Kearney & Tobias Pickett 
interrogate Daniel Tramonte.

Harry Manenti 
makes his point.



As a celebration of the College’s 90 years, we went on 
a blast through the past as we checked out an historical 
exhibition showcasing some of the College’s history. We 
learnt about many incredible things like the fascinating 
story about Patrick Downie (’52) who was the first ever 
blind student to graduate from St Patrick’s College.
We read about many past students and their 
sporting achievements like Peter McInnes (‘53) who 
once ran 100 yards in 9.6 seconds – amazing! This 
made him the fastest schoolboy in Australia. 
We also saw an extremely sad piece of information. 
The St Patrick’s community was shocked when they 
found out that Old Boy Saxon Bird (’08) had died in a 
surfing incident on the Gold Coast. 
We saw a photo of the First XI Cricket team in 1995 
with Mr John Locke, Junior Sports Coordinator as 
part of the team. They were the first St Patrick’s 
team to win the Australasian Christian Brothers’ 
Cricket Carnival in Brisbane. 
There were some other great images of St Patrick’s 
in the old days. We would like to thank Mrs 
Fochesato for putting the presentation together; it is 
really appreciated.

Luke Woods, Matthew Plunkett, Daniel Bitar  
& Jack Kyle-Robinson
Year 5 Students

Recently the Junior School celebrated Book Week with the theme ‘Find Your Treasure’ setting 
the scene for an exciting week of activities.
First up on Monday was the Surfing Scientist, Ruben Meerman. I thoroughly enjoyed his 
presentation as it was interesting to watch and funny at the same time. The best part of it  
was that he took complex scientific concepts and made them simple and fun. It was truly 
mind-blowing!  
On Tuesday we had the 
Book Character Parade 
and this was unlike any 
day I have experienced at 
St Patrick's. There were 
hundreds of students 
dressed up as crazy, 
colourful book characters. 
These ranged from Pirates 
to Harry Potters, and 
everything in between!
Next up was Mark 
Greenwood. I gained so 
much knowledge on the 
history of Australia and even 
found out where a secret 
hoard of diamonds and gold are (I’m not telling!) I had no idea that you could write history into 
a novel in such a way that Mark Greenwood has done. 
On Thursday our own treasures visited us for the morning – our Grandparents! They shared 
stories of their lives and times at school and beyond.
The last presentation was in no way the least. We were given the pleasure to see none other 
than Morris Gleitzman! After the presentation I was filled with inspiration and ideas. It was 
truly the best Book Week ever and together the Junior School showcased our love for books.

Daniel De Pasquale
Year 6 Student

Each year Grandparents’ Day is an important fixture in Book Week – a reminder that our written story-
telling tradition is rooted in the oral tradition of our families. It is a beautiful opportunity for the boys to 
show respect and hospitality to their grandparents.
This year we were most fortunate to have a number of Old Boy grandfathers in our midst who shared 
stories about what the College was like back in their day. One such Old Boy, Michael Petchell ('58) was 
able to recall his days here in great detail as grandson Riley Padd escorted him through the College 
grounds. Riley is a third generation SPC student as his father Paul Padd ('90) also attended the College. 
Riley shares his thoughts about Grandparents' Day:  
What was your favourite part of Grandparents’ Day?
I got to show my grandparents how I sang at the Mass. I’m not in the choir, but I just wanted to show them 
how I sang and see if they were proud of me, because I practiced a lot with Ms Grapè and I hoped they 
would see how good I am at singing. It showed how much respect I have for them.
What was their favourite part of Grandparents’ Day?
I know they loved coming into the classroom because my teacher Mr van der Meer announced to everyone 
that Grandparents’ Day was actually also my grandparents’ anniversary! I know they appreciated that. They 
liked finding out about what I get up to in class and how we get help with our learning.
What is the best thing about your grandparents coming to SPC?
I like seeing the special respect my grandfather is given because he is an Old Boy of the College. When I 
am very old, I am going to come back with my grandchildren and go to the Mass with them!

Riley Padd
Year 5 Student

Learning about our past

FINDING TREASURE DURING  
BOOK WEEK

Grandparents’ 
Day
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Year 6 students Peter Di Mento, Harrison Bamford & 
Khalil Moujalli check out the 90th Anniversary display.

Blind student Patrick Downie (’52) used Braille and a little 
assistance from classmates whilst completing his studies at SPC.

Ahoy there me hearties! Pirates in search of 
treasure during the Book Character Parade.

Author Mark Greenwood and friends.

Riley Padd (Year 5) with his grandparents 
Julienne & Michael Petchell (’58).
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In the last edition of Lucerna, you may 
recall a wonderful account of College life in 
the 1930s-1940s written by former student, 
Daniel O’Carrigan (’43). As an adjunct to 
this, and to further reflect on the College’s 
90 year history, the following reminiscences 
were written by Old Boy Michael Fenton 
(’56) and although again subjective, help 
encapsulate College life in the 1950s. Whilst 
at the College, Michael was a member of 
the Athletics squad, First XI Cricket team, 
Second XIII Rugby League team, College 
Prefect and recipient of the Brewer Prize for 
General Proficiency in Study and Sport.
Since leaving the College in ‘6th Year’ 
in 1956, Michael commenced work in an 
advertising agency and spent the next 
32 years working in a variety of local 
and internationally owned agencies. 
Eventually he formed his own consultancy, 
freelancing as a writer for a number of 
organisations before retiring. Michael and 
his wife now reside on the northern shore 
of Port Stephens. On behalf of the College 
community, I would like to thank Michael for 
sharing his wonderful account of ‘The way 
we were’.

Nikki Fochesato  
Archivist/Liaison Officer

My scholastic journey through St Patrick's began 
in 1948, a time when the Australian way of life 
was vastly different to that of today. Consider just 
some of the following: I started and completed 
school without ever having seen television. My 
family, and the families of many of my classmates, 
had never owned a motor car. A telephone in the 
home was a luxury enjoyed by perhaps half the 
population (we ‘moved up’ in 1960). Fathers went 
to work; mothers stayed home and raised families. 
Our Super Hero was Don Bradman who played 
his last Test the year I started at St Patrick's.’ The 
noun ‘computer’ was not in any dictionary.
The entire Junior School (3rd, 4th, 5th and 
6th Grades) were contained within the original 
school building (now called the Hickey building) 
which faces north on Edgar Street. Third Grade 
were all crammed into one room as was Fourth 
Grade. Fifth Grade and Sixth Grade were both 
divided into two classrooms, designated ‘Blue’ 
and ‘Gold’ respectively.
The upper floor of this building contained one 
large room known simply as ‘The Woodwork 
Room’ - the exclusive domain of the spirit of St 
Patrick's, Br John Rewi Crichton. On special 
occasions this room would double as a theatre 
and appropriate films such as ‘The Life of St 
Vincent de Paul’, ‘The Miracle of Fatima’ etc. 
would be screened on an ancient projector 

requiring a reel change every 20 minutes. Most of 
the Senior School was contained in the building 
on the corner of Edgar and Francis Streets (the 
Coghlan building) - not the building as it stands 
today, rather a structure of four rooms upstairs, 
four rooms downstairs with entrances facing north.
Apart from the two buildings which housed 800 
boys, there was also the Brothers' house (on the 
site of the Chapel), and the school oval which was 
the equal of any football field or cricket ground 
anywhere in Sydney. The magnificent condition 
of ‘The Oval’ was primarily due to one man, 
the Headmaster at the time, Br ‘Ming’ Coghlan. 
The oval was ‘Ming's’ pride and joy. Other than 
for sporting occasions, no boy was allowed to 
walk on the oval in shoes, punishment for minor 
misdemeanours saw offenders on the oval in 
socks weeding clover, paspalum or any pest likely 
to interrupt the superb grass surface. The oval was 
the Holy of Holies, the place where we all aspired 
to don the blue, black and gold and defend the 
College honour.
The culture of St Patrick's in the late 40's-early 50's 
was vastly different to that of today. St Pat's then 
was a Christian Brothers' College in every sense of 
the phrase.  Some 80% of the staff were Christian 
Brothers and would teach a myriad of subjects with 
classes often accommodating around 60 students. It 
was rare to have more than four lay teachers on staff. 

The Way We Were
School friends Ian Henry, 
George Olde, Michael 
Fenton & Gerald Walsh 
on an outing in the City in 
the early 1950s. 

The Senior School building (pre-extensions) 
now known as the Coghlan building.

View looking North West across the 
College Oval: ‘Ming’s’ pride and joy.

The Woodwork Room in 1952. Br Crichton 
(bottom left hand corner) keeps an eye on things.

1952 All Schools 100 yards Under 15s event with Terence 
Gale & Bruce Rowan about to cross the finishing line.
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curriculum throughout my entire time at St Patrick's. 
Each day the period from 11.45-12.30 was devoted 
to this with the basic tenets of Catholicism and the 
evils of the outside world drilled into us with great 
fervour. Every Friday the entire school would walk 
in file to attend Benediction service at St Martha's 
Church, Strathfield and a similar trek would take 
place once a month for each class to attend 
confession where we would be harangued by the 
feisty Parish Priest, Father Power.
Sport was inextricably woven into the culture of 
a Christian Brothers' education in this period. 
Thursday afternoon was sport which was 
compulsory. A note from parents or a doctor 
was required if any boy was to be excused from 
participation. Sport options were limited; Football 
(Rugby League) in winter, Cricket in summer. In 
the Junior School we played ‘pick-up’ matches 
each week with sides picked just before the game 
and we played in a variety of jumpers that looked 
like they had been in service for many years. 
Br Raymer was the face of St Patrick’s for my first 
year at the College and we idolised him. He gave 
us superb grounding in our early education and set 
us up for the scholastic years ahead. Our classroom 
was known as the ‘Demonstration Room’ and it was 
here that some 20-30 young trainee Brothers would 
come down from the Training College to watch 
and learn from Br Raymer as he conducted class. 
Special seats were mounted on a raised platform 
at the rear of the room and they would sit and take 
notes, dressed in collar and cassock. From time to 
time they would have to take a turn ‘up front’ in the 
testing environment of 80 or so nine year olds who 
only wanted to hear the bell signalling lunch time or 
the end of the school day.
Senior School and what it symbolised was very 
exciting. In 1951 we were in 1st Year and some 
of us were teenagers. We felt a great sense of 
superiority over the ‘little kids’ in Junior School. 
We were in the same building as our heroes in the 
‘Firsts’ for Cricket and Football. Less exciting and 
somewhat sobering was the knowledge that we 
would begin the study of Languages (Latin and 
French) and that we would be introduced to the 
mysteries of Algebra, Geometry and Trigonometry.

First Year also meant Woodwork and for two 
hours a week, proudly wearing our white 
carpentry aprons, we would fall under the spell 
of the incomparable Br Crichton. We learnt the 
basic principles of using a plane, chisels, saws 
etc. and these skills were transferred into the 
manufacture of somewhat hideous looking tea pot 
stands, mirror frames and coffee tables. Burnt into 
each piece was: “To Mum, With Love…" Brother 
Crichton would wander around the room as we 
fashioned (or mutilated) the wood and constantly 
encouraged every one of us. He called everybody 
‘John’ and throughout each period could be heard 
uttering "That's nice John", "Good work John". 
Our Intermediate year, 1953 saw many of us 
suddenly grow up. We were allowed to wear long 
trousers! In my years at St Patrick's a boy had to 
be 5' 3" (1.6m) tall before being allowed to wear 
‘longuns’. Trousers, short or long, were held up by 
braces and belts were strictly forbidden. This was the 
year we not only lost Br Raymer in heroically tragic 
circumstances, but it was also the year we fell under 
the spell of Br P F "Inky" Markwell. Suffice to say at 
this stage that "Inky" Markwell was unsurpassed as 
a teacher, a true master in the art of education. It 
came as no surprise that shortly after our time with 
him, Br Markwell was seconded to Mount St Mary 
and placed in charge of teacher training for all of the 
young men aspiring to become teaching Brothers.
The Intermediate year was a significant scholastic 
milestone. Some 20% of our classmates would 
leave school, average age 15, mainly to take up 
apprenticeships in various trades. It is interesting 
to reflect that these boys were seen as entering a 
career path that would see them ‘doing it tough’ for 
the rest of their lives. Oh to be a skilled tradesman 
today! The Intermediate exam papers were set by 
the Brothers and we approached exam time with 
some trepidation. It was a ‘big deal’ exam - the 
majority of our parents had left school after sitting 
‘The Inter’. Woodwork was the subject we were 
most confident about. Br Crichton would tell us that 
he could not possibly disclose the exam questions 
but he thought we should carefully study 5 or 6 
specific topics e.g. the making of a dove tail joint.
Sport was now serious business. Quite a few of us 
were playing Football and Cricket in the Firsts or 

Seconds and in Bruce Rowan and Terry Gale we 
had the two fastest schoolboy sprinters in NSW. Girls 
were on the scene and after school rendezvous at 
Strathfield milk bars with the girls from Santa Sabina 
were something to look forward to.
The Leaving Certificate (LC) was of course the 
equivalent of the HSC today. That is where the 
similarity begins and ends. You passed or failed 
the Leaving Certificate based on your results of a 
single examination paper. No school assessment 
was taken into consideration. All boys sat for the 
same exam, there was no such thing as Level 1, 2 
or 3. Tom Keneally for example would have sat the 
same English paper as a boy from a migrant family 
with limited English. The subject range was very 
restricted, we chose from Maths I, Maths II, General 
Maths, History, Geography, Physics, Chemistry and 
Ancient History. A pass in 4 subjects gave you the 
Leaving Certificate, 5 gave you University entrance.
It is doubtful if any student ever failed History or 
Geography. The reason is simple - we were forced 
to learn the text books off by heart. At examination 
time 100 boys from St Pat's would provide the exact 
same answer to every question. If, for example, the 
question asked “what were the primary causes of 
the French Revolution?" we would quote verbatim 
from Steven H. Roberts' History book. We knew the 
answers but understood nothing. There are many 
other things I could touch on that were so different 
way back then. The school library for example 
consisted of a glass cabinet in one of the 5th Year 
rooms and it held about 20 books, none of which 
were relevant to our studies. 
My entire time at St Patrick's was, and remains, 
a very special time in my life. I don't believe I 
had a great education; I had a good one. What 
the Brothers gave us was more than that found 
in books. We learnt discipline, pride in ourselves 
and our school and on the last Assembly before 
leaving the College, Br McGlade told us that the 
friendships we had forged at St Patrick's would 
endure a lifetime. He was right and today, nearly 
50 years later, I remain in contact with several 
close friends and we meet regularly to reminisce 
on ‘the way we were’.

Michael Fenton (’56)

Young hero Br Raymer who died in a rip 
whilst saving two boys from drowning.

Michael Fenton’s Leaving Certificate.The 1956 MCC Athletics 
Championship team included a 
number of sporting stars. Michael 
Fenton appears front, far right.

Rodney Cooper (‘56), John 
Talty (‘53) & Br Raymer during a 
gymnastics class on the site where 
the Chapel stands today.
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During the April school holidays, the students participated in the first 
overseas Rugby tour since 2013. In all, 100 students expressed an 
interest in the tour with 46 being selected to further refine their rugby 
skills, experience a new culture and to bond as a group heading into the 
2018 season. The tour saw the squad travel to both Canada and the USA, 
experiencing billeting by host schools in both countries.
Rugby is a fast growing game in North America and the strength of our 
touring teams was tested in heavily physical and fast paced encounters. 

The squad was fortunate to win 5 out of 6 games on tour. Aside from our 
training and games, the boys were also fortunate enough to witness many 
historical  landmarks and natural attractions during their tour, along with an 
opportunity to have an extensive guided tour and seminar at the University 
of California, Berkeley. Overall it was a once in a lifetime and enjoyable 
experience for all of the boys, supporters and staff involved.

Patrick Hilgendorf
MIC Rugby

Division 1 Tennis Shield ours at last!
Congratulations to the First IV and Divisions 3, 6, 7, 9 and 10 on 
their well-deserved victories and ISA Titles. Well done also to the 
Second IV and Divisions 2, 4 and 8 who finished as ISA runners 
up. With these amazing results it is no surprise that SPC retained 
the Championship Shield, and for the first time since 2003 won  
the Division 1 Tennis Shield. Congratulations to members of the 
First IV on this great achievement.

Rugby on the up at SPC
The 2018 Rugby season was an exciting one which kicked off with 46 boys along with  
5 coaching staff members travelling to North America for a successful Rugby tour.  
When looking at the following statistics it is evident that the Rugby programme continues  
to grow and that in this respect 2018 was a very successful season. This season saw:
•  An increase in participation by two teams (reduced to one due to  

injuries in the Opens squad) 
• An increase in our win rate in the Senior School, up 19% from 2017
• An increase in our total points scored, up 893 points from 2017
• A decrease in our total points conceded, down 1017 points from 2017
•  4 boys gained selection in the Opens ISA representative teams, an increase of 2
•  6 boys gained selection in the U16 ISA representative teams, an increase of 4.

Football win 9 Grand Finals!
The Football fraternity also had a season to remember. St Patrick’s 
fielded 17 teams in the ISA competition, 12 of which earned places 
in the Grand Finals. In an outstanding display of football and 
sportsmanship, SPC won 9 of these grand finals – a truly dominating 
performance. SPC winners on the day included the 2nd XI, 4th XI, 
16A, 16B, 15B, 14A, 14B, 13B and 13D sides. St Patrick’s College 
was crowned clear and deserved winners of the ISA Division 1 
Schools Championship Football Shield. 

Athletics and Cross Country surge ahead
The St Patrick’s Cross Country Squad competed in the ISA Championships at the Sydney International Equestrian 
Centre at Horsley Park. There were a number of strong performances from the team which saw SPC finish 2nd overall.
Congratulations to the Athletics squad on their amazing individual and squad success at the ISA Championships. 
Many boys achieved significant personal best times, heights and distances on the day, helping the squad bring 
home the Intermediate and Aggregate shields and be crowned ISA Champions!

Anthony Calavassy
Head of Secondary Sport

Rugby Tour

SPORT 
REPORT

Joseph Cliff, James Stathak, 
Sean Cliff, Philip De Pasquale 
& Vince Pirina with the two ISA 
Championships Shields. 

Antony Rancic (Year 8) 
returns serve.

Joseph Pirri (Year 8) 
chips one in.

Joshua Kite (Year 11) 
dives in for a try.

Lachlan Bortolussi (Year 10) 
on the attack.

The Athletics squad are 
crowned ISA Champions!

Taking in the sights at San Francisco.
Training session at Banff 
Rugby Club, Alberta.

Angus Riley 
(Year 11) 
soaring high.
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The Old Boys provided a wonderful show of force in support of our Rugby 
boys on Back to Breen Day. Each year this annual tradition continues 
to grow and has become a significant date on the College calendar. An 
atmosphere of spirit and community prevailed as all present mingled and 
chatted with each other, meeting new people and reigniting old friendships. 
The day’s festivities began with a Mass in the College Chapel given by Old 
Boy, Fr Geoff Bugden (’70). There was a pause to remember those Old Boys 
who had passed away over the years. Year 11 students then accompanied 
groups of Old Boys through the College grounds pointing out recent 
developments and sharing some of the future building plans with them. For 
the Old Boys the tours sparked a number of colourful stories about their 
school days and the current students appreciated the history lesson. 
Following the tours, all enjoyed an historical exhibition in commemoration 
of the College’s 90 years.  On display were a number of items from the 
archives, many of which had been donated by Old Boys. They included 
uniform items like a swimming hat donated by Peter De Launey (’66) 
seniors grey felt hat donated by Phillip Boyd (’62), old globite school case 
donated by Bernard Folkes (’64), Peter McInnes’ (’53) running spikes and 
Rugby jerseys donated by Rugby great John Ballesty (’63) and renowned 
Rugby Coach Matthew Williams (’77). One item which attracted a lot of 
attention was the original enrolment register from 1928 which contained 
the name of first day student, Colin Fewtrell (’34), much to the delight of 
his son Terry Fewtrell (’63) who took photographs to show his family. 
At the day’s conclusion, groups of Old Boys from the classes of 1988, 
1998 and 2008 boarded buses and were whisked away to their respective 
reunions in the City. Everyone else was invited to the Old Boys’ Rugby 
Club where the celebration continued.
Photos from each reunion can be found at the Old Boys website:  
https://oldboys.spc.nsw.edu.au/#photoboard

Greg Dening
Old Boys’ Executive Officer

BACK TO BREEN DAY
Past and Present Connect

Planning has already 
begun for next year’s Old 
Boys’ luncheon.
Please keep Friday 15 
March 2019 free, and  
start your table 
arrangements now.

The Vestra Bursary 
programme is designed to 
provide young men with 
the opportunity of a St 
Patrick’s College education 
where they may not have 
otherwise been able to 
do so.

Through the generosity 
of the Old Boys, our 
first student is currently 
on a scholarship and is 
embracing the opportunity 
he has been offered.

Supporting the Bursary 
Fund is a great way for 
Old Boys to reflect on the 
benefit that they have 
gained from St Patrick’s 
and to give something 
back in return. Tax 
deductible contributions 
made to the Vestra 
Bursary Fund will be  
used to pay the 
educational expenses of 
bursary students attending 
St Patrick’s.

Should you like to assist 
us in helping others please 
feel free to donate through 
the following page.

https://oldboys.spc.nsw.
edu.au/#vestrabursary

Save the Date

VESTRA 
BURSARY

Old Boys and current 
students band together 
at the culmination of 
the First XV match.

Bookends of history: Brian 
Hurley (‘41) & Marc Morelli 
(‘10) enjoy a chat.

Peter De Launey (’66) models 
the swimming cap he donated 
to the College’s archives.

Past and present SPC Cricketing 
greats: Harry Manenti (Year 12) 
and Patrick Galloway (‘98).

Christopher Haile (’88) with 
his father Ronald Haile’s (’54) 
Athletics Jersey.

90th Anniversary 
historical display.
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Wow, and just like that the 2018 Football season is done and dusted! It 
was a mixed season for our All Age 1 side who were unlucky to miss the 
finals this year after winning the past three competitions, but I’m sure 
they will come back bigger and stronger next year. Our first venture as 
an All Age 4 team has been a consolidating one. Our mighty Over 35s 
had a terrific season finishing just outside the finals which was a huge 
improvement on last season.

Well done to the 2nd Grade Super League squad who made it all the 
way to the Grand Final, unfortunately they were beaten 6-0 by the 
best team in the competition, the West Ryde Rovers. For our Premier 
team, after losing the past two grand finals, the senior players were 
determined this time to secure a victory and smashed the minor 
Premiers 3-1 to take out the Super League Title, a huge effort!

I would like to thank the Committee who put in such a huge effort every 
year in making sure SPFC continually grows and strives to achieve  
new heights.

We would be delighted to hear from any Old Boys who would be 
interested in playing for the Club or supporting it in a coaching  
or sponsorship capacity. Please feel free to contact Mark Libatore  
0414 553 199 or Nick de Lutiis 0410 322 522 to discuss.

Nick de Lutiis (‘12)
SPFC Vice President/Club Secretary

The 2018 season saw St Patrick’s Rugby Club playing their first year in 
Second Division. They had an injection of new players and a few new 
faces in the coaching ranks. With renewed vigour the year proved to be 
successful with three teams making the Grand Finals and the Fourth 
Grade and Colts winning their respective premierships. Unfortunately 
our First Grade went down to Blue Mountains in their Grand Final.
Adrian Musico (’09) who spent a few years at Old Boys before playing 
for Parramatta, was this year’s winner of the Ken Catchpole award. The 
award is given to the Best and Fairest player in the Shute Shield and 
we congratulate him on this achievement.
Our Junior Rugby Club (6-9 year olds) 
continues to play at St Luke’s Oval, 
Concord every Saturday morning with 
the older ages playing in the Sunday 
competition.
We look forward to next season 
when a new crop of Old Boys join the 
ranks to play for the Club. We are 
also on the lookout for managers and 
volunteers, so if you can help out in 
any way please get in touch with us.

Greg Dening (’81)
SPRC President

Robert Williams (’58) 
Intermediate Physics textbook, 

published by St Patrick’s College 
c. 1955

Robert Crane (’54) 
Cricket bat awarded to Robert  
as a result of selling the most 

number of raffle tickets and three 
Rugby League pennants

Kevin McMahon (’51) 
(posthumously) 

Australian representative jersey 
(for High Jump) worn at the  

1954 Empire Games

Michael Fenton (’56) 
Book entitled, The Father Brown 

Stories which was awarded  
to Michael as part of his  

Brewer Prize

Dr Patrick Morrison (’43) 
Two Br Crichton  

Foundation Medals

David Wall (’59) 
Framed Athletics Jersey, framed 
1954 Athletics team photograph, 

College crested cuff links  
and running spikes

Michael Goodrick (’81) 
Four Cricket baggies from  

the 1970s and 1980s

Ronald Haile (’54) 
(posthumously) 
Athletics Jersey

Brian Bush (’53) (posthumously) 
Lumens (1947-1950) and 

newspaper clippings related to  
Br Raymer’s death in 1953

Unfortunately there continues to be 
a large number of Lucernas which 
are returned to the College following 
each mail-out. It has been decided 
therefore that as at the start of 2019, 
Lucerna will only be sent to the Old 
Boys who have registered on the 
Old Boys' website. When registering 
on this website, you will not only 
be asked to update your contact 
details but you will also be given the 
choice as to how you wish to receive 
Lucerna in the future. 
We understand that there are a 
number of Old Boys' who may 
not have access to a computer or 
who do not feel confident logging 
on to the Old Boys' website and 
registering their details. In this case 
we would be happy to assist you 
and ask that you call (02) 8705 
9281 or email: oldboys@oldboys.
spc.nsw.edu.au with your details.
We greatly appreciate your help in 
this matter.

Old Boys on the Ball Rock Solid Rugby

DONATED ITEMS
Mail-Out

Super League First Grade 
Premiers celebrate after 
their Grand Final win.

The Colts are all 
smiles after winning 
their premiership.

Rugby Captain Harrison Armour 
with Ken Catchpole award 
recipient Adrian Musico (’09). 

David Wall (’59) with his 
framed Athletics Jersey.
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Class of 1965 - 53 Year Reunion
Date: Friday 9 November 2018 
Venue:  Strathfield Golf Club,  
  52 Weeroona Rd, Strathfield
Time: 6.30pm, dinner at 8pm
Contact: Bob Vella
  E: rvella@bigpond.net.au
  M: 0418 961 266

Class of 1968 – 50 Year Reunion
Date: Saturday 10 November 2018
Venue: Tattersalls Club,  
  181 Elizabeth St, Sydney
Time: 12pm
Contact: John Mansour
  E: john@mansours.com.au
  M: 0418 262 329
  Greg Turner
  E: GTurner@spruson.com
  M: 0418 115 700

Class of 1978 (Golden Jubilee Class) 
- 40 Year Reunion
Date: Saturday 17 November 2018 
Venue:  GT's Hotel,  
  64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills
Time: 6.00pm
Contact: Jim Weeks  
  E: jamesweeks2007@hotmail.com
  H: 9554-3250

Upcoming Reunions

Early in the term we 
welcomed Old Boy Robert 
Crane (’54) back to the 
College to speak at Assembly. 
The purpose for this visit was 
to present a 3 minute piece 
of film footage taken in the 
1950s by one of his cohort, 
Patrick Murray (’54). 

The film begins with a boxing scene involving Patrick’s brother Shaun (’58) 
against another SPC student. The match takes place in a boxing ring set up 
in the front yard of Fatima House where the Swimming Pool exists today. 
A few scenes follow of the boys during recess or lunch with the Brothers 
dutifully looking on. The camera pans across to Mr Sarks’ exercise class 
taking place where the Chapel now stands, then across to the original 
Hickey building and old Monocrete building (which was later demolished 
to make way for the Hanrahan building). The last scene shows the  
Coghlan building which, at the time, was undergoing extensions.
Despite being short in length, the captured images coupled with Mr Crane’s 
explanation, gave us all a fascinating insight to College life in this period. I 
would like to thank both Mr Crane for presenting the film and Mr Murray for 
its production and subsequent donation to the College’s archives.

Nikki Fochesato
Archivist/Liaison Officer

Recently the Class of 1953 returned to the College to 
celebrate 65 years since leaving their alma mater.  
The group attended Mass in the College Chapel given 
by Fr Geoff Bugden (’70) before embarking on a tour 
through the College grounds. 
During the tour, the group was shown a presentation of 
the Year 12 Major Works (Industrial Technology) and a 
couple of students were on-hand to discuss their works 
with the Old Boys, who, in turn, shared with them the 
sorts of things they created when they were at school.
Mr Andrew Viney (’81) invited the group into his 
classroom and explained to his class that his father 
Alan Viney (deceased) was also a member of the 

Class of 1953. The Old Boys mingled with the 
students and talked about the objects they were 
currently working on. 
The group then enjoyed a luncheon at Strathfield Golf 
Club and although their College Captain Paul Pinel 
was unable to join them in person, he was able to 
see his old classmates via an iPad which was passed 
around the room.
Thank you to Peter Bennett and the committee for 
their work in organising such a successful reunion.
Greg Dening
Old Boys’ Executive Officer

Matthew Reardon (’02) is a fine 
example of someone who is following 
his dreams. During his schooling at 
St Patrick’s he had been involved in a 
number of College productions, was 
an accomplished swimmer who broke 
a number of records and appointed 
College Prefect in Year 12. Upon leaving 
the College, Matthew’s extensive study 
included the Music Academy of the 
West, Western Australia Academy of 
Performing Arts and a Masters of Opera 
from the Wales International Academy 
of Voice. He has performed on the 
International stage and in a number of 
productions here in Australia.

Recently Matthew made his solo debut with Opera Australia, singing the 
role of Pinkerton in Puccin’s Madame Butterfly. He performed a total of 33 
shows across NSW, Victoria, ACT and Tasmania and according to one of 
the show’s critics; “negotiated both the vocal demands of the role and the 
dramatic subtleties with complete aplomb.” Matthew was delighted to be 
sharing some of the spotlight with fellow Old Boy, Simon Pauperis (‘05) 
who played the cello in the orchestra touring with the show.
We congratulate Matthew on having achieved so much success and wish 
him all the best as he continues to voice his talents.

Old Film Brings Fifties to Life!

Class of 1953, 65 Years On!

Old Boy tenor joins Opera Australia

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Prof Peter Castaldi AO
1933-2018

As a community, our thoughts and prayers go to the families and friends of the following Old Boys:

Kevin O'Dwyer 1930s
Robert Doyle 1945
James McCarthy 1946
Ronald Smith 1948
John McAndrew 1949
Ronald Benson 1952

Neville Moodie 1953
David Ross 1963
John Teulan 1964
Laurence O’Neill 1970
Greg Ward 1973
Peter Eisler 1985

Maurice Malfitana 1988
Damian O’Neill 1997
Benjamin MacDonald 1997
Damien Beck 2000

Whilst at St Patrick’s, Peter was an accomplished scholar and 
athlete, winning the Brewer Prize for General Proficiency in Study 
and Sport and being appointed College Captain in his final year. 
Upon leaving SPC, Peter graduated from medicine in 1957 and 
went on to achieve eminence as a researcher, clinician, research 
director and Professor of Medicine. He was distinguished and 
internationally acknowledged as a haematologist.

In his Eulogy, Prof Miles Little said “It is impossible to encapsulate 
a life as complex and full as Peter’s.” He then went on to say “the 
overwhelming sense that he created among his friends, peers, 
students and colleagues was that of a man deeply and creatively 
imbedded in humankind.”

We offer our sincere condolences to all of Peter’s family and 
friends, in particular his beloved wife Norma, and their six children. 

May he rest in peace.

VALE

Matthew Reardon 
(’02) as Pinkerton in 
Madame Butterfly.

Robert Crane (‘54) 
enthrals the students.

Members of the Class 
of 1953 mingle with 
current students.

Accomplished athlete Peter 
Castaldi (‘50) in action.
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