
 

 

 
 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

As you receive this newsletter we will be in the middle of the rites of passage for our Year 12 class. Today they have their 
Graduation Assembly, their Graduation Mass and then the Graduation Dinner. A couple of weeks ago the boys also 
attended the Year 12 Formal. These rituals and rites are so important in marking the end of an era, and the beginning of 
‘what comes next.’ In our western cultures, we have largely dispensed with many of the rituals that mark transitions from 
one state to the next, or rites that mark entry into adulthood. They are so important and I think even more so for boys as 
they formally signal a part of growing up in ways that ritually invite them into another part of their lives. They do so in the 
company of those people who are important to them at this time of their life. From a school point of view, this is their 
teachers and their peers. From a family point of view this is their parents or carers. Our roles as witnesses to, and the 
champions of, our young people cannot be underestimated. They certainly take their cues from us, whether we think they 
are listening and watching or not. 
 

The rites of passage that we offer cannot and should not be limited to school life. These rites should form part of your 
family’s story as well. What do you do in your home to signal and note significant milestones and points in your child ’s 
growing up? Some of these might be with the whole family and some might be just with mum or dad. Fathers (and Father 
figures) potentially play an enormous role in children’s lives. I believe that our children are somewhat under-fathered in 
many households. I make it a point to spend one-to-one time with each of my three children every now and again. We make 
sure we do things that we like to do together that is just for us. Relationships do not thrive and grow if they are not fed and 
watered. Nurture time with your children. I like to think of it as an investment. In them.  
 

Staff news 
We wish Mr Fadi Hajjar every success with his full-time career move into real estate, and also every blessing to Mr Harley 
Keller who also takes his leave at the end of this term. Mr Hajjar will be replaced by Ms Agatha Khachigian and Mr Keller ’s 
replacement is yet to be confirmed. I take this opportunity to thank them for their contributions to St Patrick’s College. 
 

The end of an era has also come this term, with Mr Colin Liversidge hanging up his abacus after 21 years as Director of 
Business Services at our College. Colin has worked under three principals and has seen many changes during his time 
here. He has steered this College so prudently and responsibly during his tenure, with our College’s finances being the 
envy of many other schools. Colin’s keen intellect, initiative and drive also make him highly sought after with other schools 
throughout the nation for advice and ideas. Colin has engaged in such careful stewardship of our College and he has led 
many building programmes, changes to legislation and funding arrangements as well as shifts in approaches to managing 
governance, risk, and compliance. For many years, Colin has worked 
to arrive at an agreement with the ACU on the building of the 
underground carpark, currently being constructed. This was a lengthy 
process that has required very detailed and careful work. Colin’s 
generosity and knowledge on this score has been unwavering. During 
2017 I was particularly grateful to Colin for his determination to see us 
sign-off on this project. We wish Colin every blessing and success as 
he moves on to other life interests. He has been a true servant of  
St Patrick’s College. Mr Richie Chacon steps into the role of Director of 
Business Services from the commencement of Term 4. 
 

Announcement of the 2019 College Captain and Vice Captains 
It is with great pleasure that I announce the Captains Elect for 2019. 
 

Our College Captain is Mark Herro. 
 

College Vice Captains are Christian Bejjani and Daniel Francis. 
 

I know we will be well served by these three fine young men.  
 

Condolences 
Please pray for Patrick Pruscino (Year 12) and his family as they mourn the loss of his grandfather Pietro Giardina at the 
age of 82 and also as they mourn the loss of his great grandmother Caterina Giannini. Please also pray for James 
Herberstein (Year 9) and his family as they mourn the loss of his grandmother Mutz Herberstein. Please also pray for 
Marco Nagode (Year 8) and his family as they mourn the loss of his grandmother Giovanna Caldaroni. Eternal rest grant 
unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.  
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
Craig Wattam 
Principal 
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J U N I O R  S C H O O L  
And so, the school holidays are almost upon us once again. It has been an absolutely loaded term, full of great learning 
experiences for your boys.  
 

During the holidays, there are always a million things to do in Sydney. There are many chances to make use of our brilliant 
public spaces and many events to enjoy. One such opportunity is the Family Fun Day at the Parliament of NSW including 
free, fun educational activities at Australia’s oldest Parliament for children from 4 to 12 years. From their flyer: 
 

“Follow the children’s trail; enter the guessing competition, participate in the arts and crafts; visit the historic legislative 
chambers places rarely open to the public. Engage with roving historical characters and celebrate the 100 year anniversary 
of women becoming eligible for election to parliament and admittance to the legal profession in NSW.” 
 

I hope you and your children have a great break and return to Term 4 refreshed and energized. All the best! 
 

Ben Munday—Director of Junior School 

J U N I O R  S C H O O L  S P O R T  

As we approach the end of Term 3, most of us will take the time to take a deep breath and recharge the batteries before the 
final dash home in Term 4. This is not so for Year 5 student Lucas Martin. Lucas is currently ranked 5

th
 for his age in NSW, 

for Tennis. Lucas is entered into the Burdekin Age Junior Tournament in Ayr (30/9/2018) and the Far North, QLD State 
Championships in Townsville (2/10-5/10) in 12 boys’ singles, doubles and mixed doubles. We wish Lucas all the best in 
these tournaments and want him to him know that the College is behind him every step of the way. 
 

As you would be aware the Junior School has started training for the second half of the summer season. Please be  
aware that games will start on the first Saturday back in Term 4 Saturday 20 October. The training schedule is available on 
Team App.’ 

 

On that note, it is important for students and parents who are involved in summer sport to download the Team 
App. You will need to go to your App Store or Google Play to download the App. The icon you are looking for is 
like the one displayed here. Once you have the App you will need to look for St Patrick’s College and request 
access. This is an important App to have as the training schedule can be found here, as well as the weekly 
draw and it is used to inform of cancellations of games and training. While the sports line is still in use, the App 
is by far the quickest way to access the information. 
 

A reminder that the Junior School Sports Presentation Dinner is on Friday 30 November in the College Gymnasium. Tables 
are still available, but they are filling up quickly. Please book early to save disappointment. It will be a very enjoyable  
evening where we recognise the achievements of the boys as well as raise some money for those less  
fortunate with the raffle. There are some great prizes to be won. More information will come closer to the date. 
 

I wish everyone a safe and relaxing term break and look forward to seeing the boys back out on the paddock for the end of 
the summer season. 
 

John Locke—Junior School Coordinator of Co-curricular 

W E L L B E I N G — WAR N I N G  
Have you heard of an app called Melon? The College has recently been contacted by the Safe on Social Media  
organisation, alerting us of some emerging concerns with the growing popularity of this free video-based chat app in  
Australia that connects users with new people based on social media friends and offers private messaging, video chat, and 
a people search feature.  
 

The app, which is available for free for iPhones and Android devices, has been recently featured in articles across the world 
that are calling it out for the frequency of cyberbullying, and the high concentration of men looking for girls that will do  
whatever they ask on camera. 
 

Some of the concerns flagged by the Safe on Social Media organisation include: 
 Some users quite clearly lying about their age. 

 Some users having provocative screenshots from their Instagram accounts as profile pictures that include their 
Instagram username. This encourages strangers to connect to users on Instagram as well. 

 The opportunity for young people to engage in online conversations with complete strangers as well as people 
that they know. 

 While the app is free to download it does start asking users to pay when they use filters. 

 The terms and conditions of use for Melon are confusing. The recommended age guideline for the app on the 
apple store is 17+ due to infrequent/mild sexual content and occasional nudity. However, in the Terms and  
Conditions of the app it states “If you are under the age of 13yrs of age, you are not authorised to use the service 
without registering.” If a child is under the age of 18, they may use the service, with or without registering only 
with the approval of a parent or guardian.  

 Melon gives users the opportunity to report another user for offensive behaviour, however, any app that offers live 
video chats cannot block offensive or threatening language other than banning users AFTER their actions have 
occurred.  

 

The organisation strongly recommends that Melon is not an app for school students due to its random video chat function. 
As teachers, parents, and caregivers we need to consider the risks so that we can continually advise young people how to 
mitigate those risks when using these apps. Further information about this app and others can be located at 
www.safeonsocial.com.  

Adapted from source www.safeonsocial.com  
Robert Simpson—Director of Wellbeing 

P H I L O S O P H Y  D AY  AT  M E R I D E N  
Year 9 Philosophy students spent the day yesterday with a small group of students  
from seven other schools to immerse themselves in a series of thinking activities. 
Known as a Cluster Day, this opportunity involved the students listening to a lecture on  
Consciousness from Dr Kerry Sanders. This lecture addressed the various aspects of 
this concept including the different forms of consciousness and the limitations of what 
we as humans know regarding how the brain circulates information. 
 

After the lecture the students contributed their ideas to philosophical questions in a  
Community of Inquiry. The final session of the day saw students presented with a futuristic scenario about the mind and 
they had to work together to uncover what this might mean for the human race. It is great to be able to have these  
experiences that take philosophy out of the regular classroom in order to share thoughts and ideas with other young people. 
 

Janine Timillero—Diverse Learning Coordinator 

http://www.safeonsocial.com
https://u6707904.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=KRoJCFg6NNt9JDU3pg904mefdpZYct6Rbv0mxJ6B1cn78xUO9NAWbtHWQtoiqWLJTl7Q-2FJfD4j-2BjSAvjedOSfaFRbzt4YpPxyRtNTdhijEYBlh1ifNrmoZKhwyd9Q6o39frYXcNmmGfCdWRpehU5ySrXVjGuBcPxwKn5TU072f1fkAKd-2BeJX639xI3bY62KBFisz7Fhspl4wioU


 

 

C U R R I C U L U M  

Farewell to the Class of 2018 
As third term comes to a close, our prayers and best wishes go with the young men of Year 12 who graduate this week  
after thirteen years of schooling – a relief for many parents. 
 

While we acknowledge and celebrate the gift of these young men to the College through farewells and Graduation  
ceremonies, we are reminded of the challenge that lies ahead for them in the coming weeks with the Higher School  
Certificate written examinations, commencing Thursday 18 October. 
 

We are also reminded of the very busy and eventful term it has been for Year 12. Many parents would know, having just got 
over the Trial Higher School Certificate examinations in August, that many of the boys completed a significant component of 
their externally assessed Higher School Certificate examinations. In particular, oral examinations in Languages, major 
works in English Extension 2, Industrial Technology and Visual Arts, and performances in Music and Drama, were all  
completed this term. 
 

Parents would agree the journey has been filled with set backs as well as joys and successes. The future promises to follow 
a similar trend. 
 

I wish each and every young man of the Class of 2018 all the best for the future as he embarks upon a new stage in his 
life’s journey – farewell Year 12, good luck and God bless. 
 

Michael Cutrupi—Director of Curriculum 

A S S E S S M E N T S  W I T H O U T  M A R K S ?  
This week, many students are receiving the results of their most recent assessments. Year 11 students in particular will be 
getting the results of their end-of-preliminary examinations. Increasingly, teachers and coordinators are choosing to return 
student papers with feedback, but are withholding students’ marks temporarily. Why? 
 

Dylan Wiliam and Siobhan Leahy, in their book Embedding Formative Assessment write about the importance of feedback 
and the many studies that indicate when marks or grades are attached to student work, students will often disregard the 
feedback and focus solely on the result. When students are asked to reflect on the feedback and then to act on it, the  
feedback becomes more meaningful as part of a process of learning. Even feedback on summative, end of unit tasks can 
be used to develop students’ skills as they look to improve in targeted areas over the course of their learning. 
 

As teachers, we spend too many hours trying to give our students quality feedback for this to end up in the bottom of a 
school bag. In English Standard classes, for example, we are returning papers one section at a time, asking the boys to 
engage with and reflect on the feedback, re-write a paragraph based on feedback and mark their own work against the set 
criteria. After students have engaged meaningfully with feedback and reflection, we return their marks and criteria and  
students can assess the accuracy of their own self-assessment. 
 

Students always like this approach. They are understandably keen to see their marks. But they are becoming more  
used to this approach as we endeavour to use feedback and reflection processes to foster a growth mindset in our  
students, thereby developing a greater appreciation for the value of hard work, effort and continual improvement in the  
process of learning. 
 

Denise Lombardo—Director of Learning and Innovation 

 
 

 
Having received a proposal from the College Cricket fraternity, I have given approval for a Cricket Tour to take place  

in 2019. The proposed tour group will be made up of both Open and Development Squads and will travel to the  
United Kingdom in the Semester 1 holidays of next year. 
 

Initially, interested boys will take part in pre-tour training sessions and assist in fund-raising activities. These preliminary 
squads will then be reduced to an Open squad of 15 boys and a Development squad of 15 boys. The Open squad will  
comprise boys who have demonstrated a sufficient level of skill that will allow them to mount a serious challenge for a  
1

st
 XI place in the 2019/20 season. The Development squad will comprise players who have demonstrated potential to  

one day represent the College’s 1
st
 XI and 2

nd
 XI Cricket teams.  

 

Boys being considered for a position on the Cricket Tour will need to meet certain criteria such as: 
 

 A proven track record of good behaviour both in the classroom and on the playing field. 

 A proven commitment to College Cricket in relation to attendance at training and Saturday fixtures. 

 Previously demonstrated a good attitude to training and a willingness to follow the coach’s instructions and work 
co-operatively with his team mates. 

 A boy will continue to represent the College in Cricket while he is enrolled at St Patrick’s if he is selected to tour. 
This is non-negotiable. 

 A willingness to be actively involved in tour fund-raising ventures. 

 All school fees are up to date. 

 The College’s preference is that boys chosen to tour will be in Year 9 or above at the commencement of 2019. 
 

The selection committee headed by the MIC Cricket and the 1
st
 XI Cricket Coach will take into account a player’s previous 

playing performances, inclusive of the 2018/19 season, while considering a boy’s potential to one day play 1
st
 XI or  

2
nd

 XI Cricket. 
 

Obviously a tour of the UK will come at an expense that some families may not find affordable. At present the projected cost 
is approximately $5,200 plus airport taxes and fees.  
 

A student’s unavailability to tour would not in any way hinder his chances of being selected in the College’s premier Cricket 
teams therefore, no student or parent should feel obliged or pressured to accept this opportunity to tour. 
 

Parents are invited to notify Ms Daley via email on gillian.daley@spc.nsw.edu.au if they would like their son(s) to take part 
in trials this season. Please do so by no later than Tuesday 16 October 2018. An information evening will then be  
scheduled to take place within the first three weeks of Term 4, 2018.  
 

Dr Craig Wattam 
Principal 

U K  C R I C K E T  T O U R  2 0 1 9  

mailto:gillian.daley@spc.nsw.edu.au


 

 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  
Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu or via the Team App. 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

HEAD OF SECONDARY SPORT 
Winter Season Reports 
End of Season reports for Rugby, Football and  
Tennis have now been published via Team App 
and are available to view under the “Newsletter” 
tab. If you wish to download and keep a copy of the 
End of Season report or any Weekly MIC reports 
from the Winter season, please do so by signing 
into your Team App account via computer. The 
Weekly MIC reports will be archived and deleted for 
viewing on Team App after week one of Term 4.  
 

Please also note that Summer sport training  
schedules for the 2018/2019 season are now  
available for viewing on Team App under the 
“Training Schedules & Cancellations” tab. 
 

These training schedules will commence first 
day back of Term 4, Monday 15 October, 2018. 
 
 

                   Anthony Calavassy—Head of Secondary Sport 

S P O R T S  F I XT U R E S — S AT U R D AY  2 9  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

SENIOR SCHOOL ATHLETICS  
AND CROSS COUNTRY PRESENTATION EVENING 
Parents and boys are reminded that the Athletics and Cross Country Presentation Evening will take place on Wednesday 
17 October in the College Hall. Boys are asked to arrive by no later than 7.00pm for a 7.15pm start. Boys are to ensure that 
they wear their full College winter uniform and have their school shoes polished. Attendance is compulsory. 
 

The College kindly requests that no car park in Hydebrae Street (which runs at ninety degrees from Francis Street and the 
Senior Library) at any time. Its narrowness makes resident parking difficult and non-resident parking can present a safety 
risk by preventing the access of emergency vehicles. The College tennis courts will be available for some on-site parking 
on a 'first come, first served' basis. Entrance to the tennis courts is from the driveway in Fraser Street  
and motorists are asked to park their vehicle next to another vehicle in a close fashion so that we can make  
available the greatest possible number of parking spaces. 
 

Steve Fochesato—Director of Co-curricular 

B A S K E T B A L L  

1st V v Sydney Grammar 11.15 SPC Gym 

17A v Sydney Grammar 10.00 SPC Gym 

C R I C K E T  

1st XI v Waverley 10.00 Queens Park 1 

2nd XI v Waverley 10.00 Breen Oval 

15A v   8.00 TBC 

14 Black v   8.00 TBC 

14 Gold v   8.00 TBC 

13A v   8.00 TBC 

13B v   8.00 TBC 

C R I C K E T  

1st XI v Kings 10.00 The King's School 

2nd XI v Kings 10.00 The King's School 

B A S E B A L L  

1st IX v Rangers 11.00 Majors Bay 

16s v Five Dock 11.00 Timbrell Park 

14s v Rosebank 8.30 Majors Bay 

F i x tu r e s  S a tu r d a y  1 3  O c to b e r  

http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/St+Patrick's+College+Strathfield/@-33.873629,151.0732824,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bb3e3b3de41f:0xd626428b7f13fe78!8m2!3d-33.873629!4d151.0754711
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/St+Patrick's+College+Strathfield/@-33.873629,151.0732824,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bb3e3b3de41f:0xd626428b7f13fe78!8m2!3d-33.873629!4d151.0754711
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Queens+Park/@-33.899324,151.2384581,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xf017d68f9f213c0!8m2!3d-33.9012233!4d151.2488624
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/St+Patrick's+College+Strathfield/@-33.873629,151.0732824,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bb3e3b3de41f:0xd626428b7f13fe78!8m2!3d-33.873629!4d151.0754711
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/The+King's+School/@-33.7861366,151.0231974,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a3bcd0eecd3f:0x4426bbab0866c6de!8m2!3d-33.7861411!4d151.0253914
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/The+King's+School/@-33.7861366,151.0231974,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a3bcd0eecd3f:0x4426bbab0866c6de!8m2!3d-33.7861411!4d151.0253914

