
 

 

 
 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

On Thursday 30 August a Careers Evening was held at the College for Year 11 and 12 boys. Many Old Boys were 
organised by Mr Peter Findlay to come and speak with the boys about their chosen careers. There was everything on offer 
from the Sciences, Accounting, Stockbroking, Small Business ownership, Teaching, Building, Plumbing, Law, IT, Sales and 
Marketing and Real Estate. There was much more than this from which to choose and too many to mention here. In other 
words, the boys were spoilt for choice. Each boy had the opportunity to visit three different sessions during the evening.  
 

I tried hard to get around as many of the speakers as I could, not because I am looking for a career change, but because  
I was so interested in the wisdom they had to impart. As I wandered from room to room, regardless of the speakers  
I encountered, there was one theme that came from the evening and was repeated almost without fail in every room by 
every speaker. It was not about working hard. It was not about trying one’s best. It was not about getting excellent marks. 
The secret to success in every single career according to the people I heard was that our young people are going to need 
exceptional interpersonal communication skills. Relationships kept popping up in every talk. Whether one is selling 
something – and this can be an idea or an opportunity as much as a product – or whether one is part of a team or group, 
the fact of the matter is that there are very few careers where people do not have to interact and work together. When we 
speak about relationships, the implication can be that everyone has to be friends. In fact, we have many interactions in our 
work lives that are not about friendship. The professional relationships we develop sometimes require us to disagree, to 
challenge and to learn the art of compromise. These skills can be learned.  
 

The most significant review of the curriculum in New South Wales has been commissioned by the Government. Prior to the 
terms of reference even being released there are binary arguments being presented that pit the learning of content against 
skills and dispositions. Some argue that the canon of knowledge can be dispensed with because what is needed more than 
anything are the ‘soft’ skills; those that are often described as the four or five Cs – collaboration, communication, creativity, 
critical thinking and cooperation (and some even add character). Higher order skills such as problem solving, working in 
teams and original and entrepreneurial skills are touted as being essential for living and working in this century. Those who 
want the ‘hard’ facts of knowledge to be ignored suggest that most of what we need to know in this realm is readily 
available via the internet. Once upon a time the teacher was the font of all knowledge and was the expert in their field.  
I would suggest that for some time now, the role of teacher has been far more complex than that. Now, Google is the expert 
for immediate answers and can be called upon at any moment. Deep content knowledge on the other hand is what those at 
the other end of this argument suggest is still relevant and essential for young people to learn.  
 

The over-simplicity of this binary argument is not helpful. It is true that we have access to more information on our smart 
phone than any set of Funk and Wagnalls could ever provide, yet the teaching and learning of soft skills cannot be 
accomplished in isolation. There needs to be a vehicle through which these skills are delivered and developed. I have a firm 
belief that deep knowledge of content is still relevant and still desirable for students to learn. The ways in which we teach 
this knowledge (the hard facts) can certainly be in the service of the acquisition of the soft skills so necessary for the future. 
Various pedagogical practices need to be embraced so that students are expected to work in teams, deliver their learning in 
presentation and performance forms, curate new knowledge and problem solve as well as pose new problems. Research 
skills and the discerning of the quality of what we read are vital skills to develop. How do we know how reliable and 
trustworthy a source is? What constitutes fact and how is it different to opinion? These questions and many more can be 
asked and answered while still attaining some sustained knowledge in a discipline or subject area. I am in favour of 
students knowing more than a soup-dish amount (not very deep but quite wide) on any subject. One reason I support this is 
that our students need to stick at things. They need sustained engagement and exposure to a particular concept or idea in a 
world where everything is so disposable and momentary. 
 

Sure, relationship skills are at the centre of our endeavour, especially in a Catholic school. We do need to find new and 
better ways of developing and sustaining student interest, but this cannot be at the expense of learning foundational skills 
and content knowledge. The four or five Cs are really important, but so is knowledge of the periodic table, Shakespeare, 
and basic number facts and geometry. If we ask our students to study a natural disaster, they can be asked to research and 
present the contributing factors that led to the disaster, the outcomes of the disaster and the facts and opinion surrounding 
the disaster. Then we can ask them to pose solutions or possibilities for how this might be avoided in the future. This is an 
example of combining content knowledge with higher order thinking. The how of the teaching aspect of this is up to the 
expert – the teacher. They are the ones who have the training and experience in conceiving of ways in which to do the 
expository teaching (or direct instruction) then move into the research and presentation of the students’ work. Dealing with 
group work, the use of technology (for the right purposes), managing different levels of ability, work ethic, student behaviour 
and interest and pace of learning are all juggled carefully to ensure all students meet the learning intention and achieve the 
outcomes.  
 

Merely attempting to teach collaboration and cooperation and teamwork in isolation will be difficult if not impossible to 
achieve without attaching it to some form of content knowledge. Moreover, it will become meaningless and pointless work. 
Notwithstanding, our students certainly need to acquire these soft skills so that they are not only employable but so that 
they can enjoy a meaningful life. Our College Learning Framework consists of five areas: Relationship, Collaboration, 
Feedback and Reflection, Growth Mindset and Critical and Creative Thinking. We believe these to be vital to learning.  
We provide relevant and purposeful learning experiences in order for these five areas to be achieved. 
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J U N I O R  S C H O O L  
Junior School professional learning 
This term, our regular professional learning in the Junior School 
has focused on knowing the needs of each learner, then designing 
teaching and learning units of work that meet these needs in  
engaging, purposeful ways. We are currently working in groups, 
developing our understanding and practice in Religious Education, 
Mathematics, and English/HSIE/Science (an integrated unit). The 
expertise and collaboration of the Junior School teachers mean 
that this important work is pushing forward in ways that will bear 
great fruit for your sons!  
 

Spiritual formation 
I will be attending an EREA formation programme later this week – 
part of my entry into the world of Edmund Rice Education. I think it 
is important to share these things with the community, so parents, 
carers and students get the picture that we teachers and school 
leaders really are life-long learners. We recognise the need to  
remain current in terms of our knowledge, understanding and skills. 
Perhaps more importantly in this case, we recognise the need for 
life-long spiritual formation. I am grateful for the chance to step 
away from the constant fast pace of school life to be able to  
nourish this aspect of my life.  
 

Ben Munday—Director of Junior School 

There is a clear need for us to examine the curriculum we teach in our schools. The time is ripe for this to happen and  
I believe some significant change will result. Along with this though we need to be clear about the purposes of education 
and they must be inclusive of a grander narrative than merely training students to get a job. In a Catholic school we want to 
prepare them to have a meaningful life and one that is inspired by the Gospel message. 
 

Condolences 
Please pray for the family of Professor Peter Castaldi as they mourn his loss. Professor Castaldi was an Old Boy of the  
College and was College Captain 1950. He had a long and active association with the College followed by a distinguished 
career in medical research. Please also pray for Evan (Year 7) and George Banis (Year 11) and their family as they mourn 
the loss of their grandfather Angelo Georgas. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace.  
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
Craig Wattam 
Principal 

 
 

On Thursday 30 August, Year 5 German 
students participated in a fun German cooking 
experience. We had professional chefs come 
in and help us to make spätzle, a traditional 
German dish. We were all given aprons and 
hats to wear and we looked like mini chefs! 
Some of the ingredients we used were: flour, 
egg, bacon, cream, parmesan cheese, water 
and salt. We got to make the flour mixture and 
cook the bacon. Once the spätzle was ready, 
myself and three other boys helped to serve the 
spätzle. It was delicious! Overall, I had a fantastic 
time and I’m sure everyone else did too. A big 
thank you to Miss Williams for organising the  
incursion for us. 
 

Hugo Matthews—5 White 



 

 

C U R R I C U L U M  

Year 9 Examinations and Year 11-2020 Subject Selection 
Year 9 will commence yearly examinations on Monday 22 October and conclude Friday 26 October. The examination  
timetable will be available on the Year 9 Canvas page before the end of this term. The assessments will all be written  
examinations. 
 

The results of these examinations, along with next year’s Year 10 examinations during second term for this cohort, will  
provide performance data to inform subject selection recommendations for Year 11 in 2020. 
 

The students will also undertake external diagnostic academic testing by Academic Assessment Services next year to  
further support and enhance the College’s recommendations. 
 

Further information regarding examinations, diagnostic testing and subject selection for Year 11 in 2020 for the current  
Year 9 cohort will occur in due course in a timely and sequential manner. 
 

Michael Cutrupi—Director of Curriculum 

D O N AT I O N S  TO  P N G  
An adult group will be going on Immersion to PNG during the first week of October. They will continue the work of the  
students and keep the connection alive in this time. The group will be taking various donations with them, particularly  
musical instruments. If any parent or member of the community would like to donate some money towards the purchase  
of guitars and other musical items please let me know asap. Or if you have something that may we worth donating  
(not old goods, but used footy boots, sporting gear and educational equipment are appreciated) also let me know.  
The impact our gifts have on the community is enormous. I thank all those who have helped out in any way. 
 

Gillian Daley—Director of Identity 

 

R U OK? Day 
This week the College is helping to celebrate ten years of R U OK? Day. Since the 
organisation’s humble beginnings in 2009, 78% of Australians are now aware of the  

R U OK? message with 63% believing that the campaign has made people more willing to ask their friends about what ’s 
troubling them. The 2018 campaign theme is ‘Every day is R U OK? Day’. Both students and staff will be involved in  
activities that promote this message. 
 

Asking, “Are you R U OK?” is no longer a question for a single day – noticing someone isn’t quite themselves and asking, 
“Are you OK?” needs to happen every day of the year. Every day people experience life’s ups and down and things like 
grief, relationship breakdown, examination stress or worrying about getting a job. Sadly, at these times many people feel 
they don’t have anyone to confide in. 
 

The signs someone may be struggling may be subtle but some 
common signs are changes in behaviour, sleep patterns,  
energy levels and mood. Any day we notice those signs or feel 
that something’s not quite right, we need to trust our gut  
instinct, ask “R U OK?” and start a conversation that could 
change a life. 
 

The R U OK? Organisation has developed four simple steps to 
help navigate this conversation: 
 

1. Ask R U OK? 
2. Listen 
3. Encourage action 
4. Check in 
 

For more information visit: www.ruok.org.au 
 

Justin Cordi—Student Wellbeing Prefect 
 

B E H AV I O U R  P R O G R E S S  R E P O R T S  
Approaching the mid-point of Semester Two, teaching staff will be provided the opportunity this week to provide feedback  
to the respective Year Coordinators on students who are consistently engaging in disrespectful behaviour and disrupting  
the learning environment. Those students identified on multiple occasions will be interviewed by the respective  
Year Coordinators; parents/caregivers will be notified if this action is to take place and will be given the opportunity to attend 
the meeting early in Term 4. 
 

Robert Simpson—Director of Wellbeing 

S O C I A L  J U S T I C E  F O R U M  
Last Tuesday, Year 10 attended a Justice and Advocacy Forum. Our guest speaker 
was Mr Phil Glendenning from the Edmund Rice Centre who spoke to us about  
issues facing the refugees in the Middle East. He discussed his own personal  
journey to Afghanistan and the hardships that refugees faced. We delved into what it 
meant to be a global citizen and how important it is for us as individuals to be aware 
of what was happening in the world.  

 

Later on, we all attended two workshops which 
reinforced our knowledge of social justice.  
We learned about the many unknown  
challenges of homelessness that occur within 
our country. We also learnt about refugees and their stories. 
 

Miss Daley and Mr Herro reinforced the concept of having a voice in the community 
and advocacy of important causes. We all need to use our voices for change and  
not just be bystanders, and importantly we need to make our words actions.  
It is important to remember that ‘our voices are who we want to be, but our actions 
are who we are’. 
 

George Sofy—Year 10 Student 

http://www.ruok.org.au


 

 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  
Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu or via the Team App. 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

HEAD OF SECONDARY SPORT 
Summer Sport  
The trial period has continued into Week 8, the summer sport season officially gets underway this coming weekend with 
Junior Cricket sides commencing their NDJCA competition. Times and venues are still to be confirmed but can be viewed 
later this week on the College Website, Team App or NDJCA Cricket Website. RHBL Baseball competitions will commence 
next Saturday 22 September. 16A Cricket, ISA Cricket and all Basketball will also commence next term, with Round 1 being 
Saturday 20 October. 
 

Although not all students and parents will agree with selection decisions made during trials, I cannot emphasise enough 
that the trial process is a fair, transparent and effective way of grading players into the  
appropriate team. 
 

ISA Athletics 

Congratulations to the Athletics squad on their amazing individual and squad success yesterday 
at the ISA Championships. Many boys achieved significant personal best times, heights and 
distances on the day, helping the squad bring home the Intermediate and Aggregate shields 
and be crowned ISA Champions! Final placings in each shield are below: 
 

Junior Shield—3rd 
Intermediate Shield—1st 
Senior Shield—2nd 
Aggregate Shield—1st 
 

Well done to Mr Di Paola, coaches and athletes on this significant achievement.  
 

The following boys placed first in their ISA Championship event: 
 

U/13’s              U/15’s 
Lorenzo Bilotta—100m, 200m and 400m     Austin Ball—400m (College Record) 
Jonathan Meaker—800m and 1500m      Antony Eussen—Javelin 
James Stewart—Javelin 
 

U/14’s              Opens 
Emmanuel Putro—200m         Nathan Saade—100m 
Alexander del Popolo—Javelin        Mark Nawaqanitawase—High Jump, Discus and Shot Put 

 

Congratulations 
In some more athletics news, we congratulate Jonathan Meaker of Year 8 for his outstanding efforts in Saturday  
1 September Invitational carnival which saw him break the U/13s 1500m College record. The previous record of  
4mintues 46.25seconds was set in 1984 by J. Moran. Jonathan ran an official time of 4minutes 43.50seconds.  
 

We also congratulate Austin Ball of Year 10 on his outstanding efforts to break the U/15s 400m College record yesterday at 
the ISA Championships. The previous record of 53.31seconds was set in 2008 by M. Rumiz. Austin ran an official time of 
53.04seconds. 
 

Congratulations on a wonderful achievement! 
 

Anthony Calavassy—Head of Secondary Sport 

S P O R T S  F I XT U R E S — S AT U R D AY  1 5  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

2018 HSC Students’  
Mass & Blessing 

All HSC students and their families  
are warmly invited to attend an  

HSC Students’ Mass & Blessing  
to be celebrated by Fr Peter Kwak  

at Regina Coeli Church, 70 Ponyara Road,  
Beverly Hills at the 5.00pm  

Vigil Mass on Saturday, 13 October 2018. 

SENIOR SCHOOL  
WINTER SPORT PHOTOS 

Parents are advised that their sons will be  
informed of the Photo timetable for the College 
Winter Sports activities via their Homeroom  
Noticeboards. Photos will be taken in the College 
Hall on Thursday 20 September. 
 

I would kindly ask that parents ensure that their 
son’s Winter Sports gear is clean and in good 
condition for the photos. Details relating to the 
purchasing of photos on-line will be forwarded to 
parents via the Especean in the near future.  
 

Steve Fochesato—Director of Co-curricular 

http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport

