
 

 

 
 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

Increasingly we talk to our students about the global village in which they live. Perhaps 
your children may not live in Sydney or even Australia at some stage in their work and adult 
lives. I know that many of our parents have spent some time working internationally and 
modern air travel has made the world a smaller and more accessible place. Travel certainly 
broadens our horizons and gives us an appreciation of different peoples and cultures.  
It also serves as a great education for us. Every time I travel, I have a renewed love for 
Australia with its natural beauty, friendly people and also for our democracy. We are 
blessed to live in this country and we are so lucky that we can in fact come and go as we 
please.  
 

I was reminded of what a small world the planet is as a family from St Patrick’s traveled on 
a cycling holiday through the countryside of France during the mid-year break. Last year 
the Brookes family hosted an exchange student, Remi Perrin, from France. Naturally they 
got to know Remi very well and Liam (Year 9) and Remi became good friends. Remi was 
reunited with the Brookes family during July as they cycled from Eponee in Champagne to 
Beaune in the wine region of Burgundy. He joined them for the cycling holiday and then his 
parents Marylene and Claude also met up with the Brookes’ to be introduced for the first 
time. These two families then spent some days together, with the common denominator 
being Remi – one family’s son, and another family’s ‘adopted’ son. The pictures here say it 
all I think. What wonderful possibilities abound when we take a risk to invite someone into 
our homes from another country, whom we do not know. There is often a little awkwardness to start, but then shared stories 
begin to be formed from the experience and for the young man who came to the other side of the world, he benefits from 
learning about and living with another family in another culture. The host family also receive such enormous gifts as well as 
in this case for Geoff, Lorraine and Liam, a new French family of friends. Putting ourselves out there to offer something of 
our lives for someone else can be richly rewarding.  

 

Our students – your children – have so much to gain from 
engaging with another culture. And so do the adults. I know 
that Geoff and Lorraine Brookes would highly recommend 
cultural exchange as a wonderful opportunity: to meet new 
people, to offer an experience that gives as much as you 
give, and that bridges one country and culture with another. 
As Geoff shared with me: a French boy comes to Australia 
to stay with us. The Australian family meets this French boy 
back in his own country, quite some hours from his home, 
and he travels all around France on a bike with us, and we 
meet his parents at the end for a few days!  
 

We need to encourage our boys to travel; not just for holidays and tourism, but for their own ongoing learning. The world 
might be a big place, but the more we travel it, the smaller it gets. When we move from simply being a tourist to going to 
destinations to meet people we seek a relationship with, the purpose of, and rewards from the travel change the lens 
somewhat. Next time you are offered an opportunity to host someone from another place, think seriously about what this 
could give rise to for everyone’s life in the future. Who knows, you might be climbing a mountain in the Swiss Alps, sipping 
coffee in Albania or skiing in Japan! Of course more importantly, you might make new friends for life. The sharing of our 
common hopes, dreams and interests is what brings people together.  
 

Mass Readings for last weekend 
As I contemplate on the Mass readings for this last weekend, I suspect that the loaves and fishes Gospel reading is so well 
known to us, that we often tend to gloss over the detail. Similarly, the Old Testament reading from the second book of Kings 
espouses the same theme, and for me, a “theology of plenty” as I often call it. We subscribe as a people of hope to the 
notion that God will provide not just what we need, but God provides for us in abundance. We need not be skeptical or 
negative, because there is enough for everyone. Sometimes, just like the manner in which we might skim over what we 
think we already know, we miss the detail because we stop looking. Not only is there enough, but in both the reading from 
Kings as well as the Gospel of John, there is some left over. Jesus, in John, implores the disciples to pick up the left overs 
“so that nothing gets wasted”. We have so much in our lives, and we can also do much with what we have. It is enough.  
A sobering reminder for me that we are indeed incredibly blessed, especially in Australia. I guess Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians, also well-known and loved, aptly reminds us that our God unites and binds all of us: “There is one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, and one God who is Father of all, over all, through all and within all.”     
 

Education Funding for Independent Catholic Schools 
There has been a deal of media interest in the education funding debate for all sectors: Government schools, Catholic 
Systemic and Independent schools. With an election looming in 2019 at both Federal and State levels the matter of 
education funding is shaping up to be a key issue. Given that the mooted changes to Federal funding are now being hotly  
debated, we are somewhat in limbo as to what this might mean for Independent Catholic schools like ours in terms of  
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funding certainty. It appears that we are probably going to receive funding at a diminished rate over time from both levels of 
Government at this point, though things can change in an election cycle. I would encourage all parents to be informed about 
what both major parties are offering in terms of non-government school funding. I have certainly made our position clear 
with both the State Labor and Liberal parties. Last week I met with Mr Luke Foley, leader of the Opposition and Local 
Strathfield member Jodi McKay. They were very receptive and keen to know our issues as an independent Catholic school. 
Similarly, I met last week with the Hon. Minister Rob Stokes together with another EREA school principal to discuss our 
concerns over looming cuts to our State funding over the next six to nine years. We were also well-received by Minister 
Stokes who listened carefully to our concerns. What this might mean in terms of our funding arrangements for 2019 and 
beyond is still not concrete as yet though I will be sure to keep parents informed. 
 

Condolences 
Please pray for Marc (Year 7) and Robert Ferro (Year 10) and their family as they mourn the loss of their grandmother  
Maria Ferro. Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace.  
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
Craig Wattam 
Principal 

J U N I O R  S C H O O L  
Last Sunday’s Gospel was John’s version of the miracle of Jesus feeding the 5000—a feat that still impresses, even in the 
age of MKR and Master Chef. I must admit that this is the first time the connection between this Gospel and the first reading 
(2 Kgs 4:42-44) actually clicked—by the power of God, the prophet Elisha feeds many with little and there is much left over. 
So obvious! 
 

The fact that two of our holy texts, separated by 500 years or more, are so connected speaks to me of the beautiful thread 
of continuity that is woven through the fabric of our faith tradition. And yet, our story is diverse – it’s no mistake that we have 
four Gospels, not one, and that they often disagree on the details if not the substance of the story. It reminds us that our 
God does not fear complexity, nor mystery. 
 

Education is also complex, and possibly mysterious too. As we strive in the Junior School to be the best we can be for  
the wonderful boys you entrust to our care, there are a number of things we try to bring together to transform our teaching. 
Last term we focused heavily in our professional learning sessions on writing and assessment. This term we embark upon a 
pathway exploring differentiation and how we can best meet the needs of EVERY student EVERY day. It’s a complex  
business as each one of your children is unique and deserves our best. 
 

For the sake of your children, please pray for us – that by the power of God, our individual gifts and skills may be multiplied 
so that collectively there will enough for all and then some. 
 

Ben Munday—Director of Junior School 

J U N I O R  S C H O O L  S P O R T  

This week we have 6 students from the Junior School involved in CIS Touch Football in Mudgee. We wish Jacob Chidiac, 
Oliver Quinn, Mitchell Woods, Fin Mitchell, Jamie Carroll and Alex Conti all the best of luck and look forward to hearing of 
their experience on their return. We also wish our debaters the best of luck as they battle it out this Friday against All Saints 
College.  
The weekend proved to be a successful one for the Football fraternity, with 14 of the 17 teams experiencing wins.  
Congratulations to all the boys involved. The Rugby boys also had some solid results this weekend. There were some close 
losses and some hard-fought victories. With 2 rounds left, let us push ourselves to play our best to the end. 
Special mention must go to the Junior School AFL team. Over the weekend the boys were faced with what was to be a very 
one-sided fixture in their favour against Barker. Instead of delivering a very lopsided result, the boys instead chose to play a 
friendly game and mixed the 2 teams together. In the process, they were able to challenge themselves and their opponents 
in a very exciting and close fought game. The SPC boys also assisted one of the Barker boys in scoring his first ever AFL 
goal. Congratulations boys on this magnificent display of sportsmanship. 
A reminder that athletics training has commenced. Boys in the squad will train Monday and Wednesday mornings from 
7.40am. There will be more information to come about the upcoming carnivals. 
 

John Locke—Junior School Coordinator of Co-curricular 

As always we warmly invite all members of the St Patrick’s College community to 
attend Mass in the Chapel each week. This term Masses will be led by Year groups, 
but everybody is welcome at every Mass. Below is a list of the Masses for the term: 
 

3 August    – led by Year 10 
10 August    – led by Year 9 
17 August    – led by Year 6 
24 August    – led by Year 8 
31 August    – NO Friday morning Mass  
         [Fathers’ Day Masses in the Gym 

     – 7.45am: Berg, Cog, Cri; 9.30am: Han, Hick, Rice] 
7 September   – led by Year 7 
14 September   – led by Year 5 
21 September   – led by Year 12 
28 September   – led by Year 11 

 

We hope to see as many of you there as possible, as we strengthen our  
individual and communal relationships with God and each other, through time out, 
reflection and devotion. 
 

Gillian Daley—Director of Identity 



 

 

C U R R I C U L U M  

Year 12 Trial HSC Examinations 
Year 12 begin their dress rehearsal for the HSC examinations next week on Monday 6 August and will conclude two weeks 
later on Monday 20 August. 
 

The Trial HSC timetable is available on Canvas, as are a set of examination rules and expectations. Students are reminded 
to thoroughly familiarise themselves with this documentation as well as the College’s Assessment Policy issued to the  
students last year in fourth term. 
 

Ignorance of the College’s Assessment Policy or examination rules will not constitute a valid excuse and penalties will be 
incurred for breaches of policy and procedures. 
 

In particular, in the event of absenteeism due to illness or misadventure during the Trial HSC examinations, parents and 
students are reminded that a telephone call to the Year Coordinator, Mr Newman, must be made prior to 9.00am on the day 
of the examination. Where possible, an alternate paper for the missed examination will be arranged within the Trial period. 
Immediately on the student’s return to school, a medical certificate for the illness or misadventure must be given to the  
relevant Studies Coordinator. I would like to wish all our Year 12 students well for these very important examinations. 
 

Michael Cutrupi—Director of Curriculum 

 
As part of an awareness-raising campaign for homelessness and 
caring for the genuinely marginalised, we will again be running  

the SPC Winter Sleep Out. It will be held at the College (near the Hall) on Friday 24 August – Week 5. 
The Winter Sleep Out is open to all students from Years 5—12, and will be supervised and supported by a large number  
of College Staff. It will begin after the conclusion of class or Co-curricular training on the Friday afternoon and finish at  
8.30am or prior to this if people need to leave for Co-curricular. Participants will need a sleeping bag and warm clothes to 
sleep outdoors and will be supplied a simple meal for dinner and breakfast. SJAG will coordinate many of the events  
for the evening building a greater understanding of what homelessness/sleeping rough entails. We ask each student  
to get some sponsorship for their participation – a minimum of $20 each, but more is encouraged. We aim to raise at  
least $2,000 to help SVDP with rental stability, meals and necessities for those in need. Anyone interested in participating  
can pick up a letter and sponsorship form from the Front Office. Permission slips are due by lunch on  
Wednesday 22 August. Parents will be emailed on the Friday as confirmation that their son is participating in  
the Sleep Out. (If you do not receive an email your son is not with us.) Any students not registered will not be able to attend. 
If you wish to know more, please email me at the College. 
This event is an eye-opening one; something I hope many of the community will avail themselves of! 
 

Gillian Daley—Director of Identity 

On 24 June 2018, 10 students, accompanied by two teachers departed Sydney for  
the Red Centre: Alice Springs. The 11-day immersion allowed us to fully immerse  
ourselves in Aboriginal Culture. Learning and living together was a part of the  
experience that helped us to bond and mature as a group. Everyday life prompted us 
with newfound challenges that would challenge the way we think and the way we act.  
It forced us to grow as young men, learning that there is life outside of school. To think 
that although there is so much poverty still in our developed land of Australia, the  
Aboriginal people were seemingly so happy. To have them talk about and share  
their spirituality with us was a humbling experience and one we truly will never forget. 
Also, travelling to outback Australia forced us to re-examine our lives here in  
Sydney and the idea that money and material possessions cannot buy and sustain 
happiness. The real way to be happy is to help others,  
be surrounded by good people and to learn. I am  
very thankful to have been given such a life-changing 
experience and urge anyone in the future to apply for 
immersion, because you will not regret it! 
 

Alessandro La Mela (Year 11) 

A L I C E  S P R I N G S  I M M E R S I O N  2 0 1 8  

U N I F O R M  
S H O P  N O T I C E  

Supporters Jackets are now  
available at the uniform shop  
do not miss out on your size. 

 
A reminder: Term 3—Uniform Shop 

closed on Saturdays. 



 

 

If you tuned in to the ABC around 9.30pm on Monday  
30 July, you would have glimpsed some very smart  
looking St Patrick’s students! A small group of Year 11 and 
12 students represented our College when they were  
members of the studio audience for the current affairs  
programme ‘Q and A’. The show featured engaging debate 
from the five interesting panelists, including Mitch Fifield, 
Minister for Communications and Lenore Taylor, Editor of 
‘The Guardian’. 
 

Students submitted questions for the panelists before the 
show, and a probing question from Lawrence De Pellegrin 
(Year 11) was chosen for broadcast. Lawrence asked about the future of journalistic integrity and the concentration of  
media ownership in Australia, in light of the proposed Nine and Fairfax merger which has been in the news this week.  
You can find links to Lawrence’s question and watch the programme on the ‘Q and A’ page on the ABC’s website.  
 

Heidi Viney—Diverse Learning Teacher 

On Monday 30 July, the Visual and Performing Arts  
Departments facilitated and hosted an ‘arts’ enrichment 
day for Year 8 students, a first for the College. The day, 
titled Enhance, was designed to extend and enrich  
students’ understanding of the learning areas and  
opportunities available in the arts domain. Over 80  
students attended including visiting students from  
Santa Sabina College, MLC, Rosebank College, The King’s School 
and Pacific Hills Christian School.  
 

Dr Wattam began the day with an  
engaging address on his experience as  
a Music educator and offered personal 
insights into his own creative process. 
Students were then given the opportunity 
to hear from and work with professional 
artists and performers: Wendy Murray 
(Visual Artist), Yure Covich (Performer) 
and Jay Laga’aia (Singer and Actor). Each professional  
delivered a 15 minute presentation on their arts practice. Students 
gained further insights into the life of artists and performers with a 
panel presentation and Q&A session. Students heard first-hand  

anecdotes detailing how each professional has worked in the 
arts sphere and how they develop/realise their creative ideas.  
Following this, students participated in three engaging  
workshops; each designed to enhance student knowledge and 
understanding. Workshops included a stencil poster activity, a 
musical theatre experience, a hands-on exploration of the  
functions and capabilities of the DSLR camera and an  
interactive session on character development in both film and TV settings.  
 

The day was dynamic and a valuable experience. It was pleasing to see the active  
engagement and enthusiastic energy offered by all attendees. Days like Enhance, reinforce the 

rigour, excellence and future possibilities available to students in the Visual and Performing Arts. 
 

Nick Phillipson—Visual Arts Coordinator 

‘Q AND A’ AT THE ABC 

E N H A N C E  



 

 

J U N I O R  S P O R T  F I X T U R E S  

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  
Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu or via the Team App. 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

HEAD OF SECONDARY SPORT 
College Strength and Conditioning  
Last Thursday evening the team from Complete Strength and Conditioning 
(CSP) Athletic held an information night to highlight some of their plans with 
the College support of how they wish to help develop healthy habits for 
your sons. I take this opportunity to notify all parents and students that the College Farrell Room (gym) is now available to 
all students to attend from Years 5 through to Year 12.  
 

Opening times are Monday to Friday:  
Mornings 7.00am – 8.20am, Lunch Times and Afternoons 3.30pm to 4.55pm. 
 

Congratulations 
Last Friday 27 July, Luke Touma and Jonathan Meaker competed at NSW All Schools Cross Country Championships. Luke 
placed 17th out of 85 runners in the U/18 age-group (8000m), which is an excellent achievement. Jonathan finished 5th 
overall in the U/13 Division (there were over 100 runners in his 3000m race).  
As a result, Jonathan has now earnt a spot on the NSW team that will compete at the upcoming National Championships 
next month at the Sunshine Coast – Congratulation Jonathan! 
 

Back to Breen Day 
For forward planning, Saturday 11 August will see the College hold its annual ‘Back to Breen’ day. Unfortunately, due to the 
construction taking place on the back ovals, all Football fixtures will be played at Mason Park. However, I would encourage 
all students, families and Old Boys to make their way to the College on Saturday 11 August to join in the celebrations. 
 

Anthony Calavassy—Head of Secondary Sport 

F O O T B A L L  

Prep A v St Pius x Bark Huts 1 8.00am 

Prep B v St Pius x Bark Huts 1 8.45am 

Prep C v St Pius x Bark Huts 1 9.30am 

Prep D v St Pius x Bark Huts 1 10.15am 

Prep E v St Aloysius Anderson Park 11.15am 

11A1 v Waverley Gold Queens Park 9 9.30am 

11B1 v Waverley Gold Queens Park 9 8.45am 

11C1 v Scots Blue David Phillips (astro) 10.45am 

11D1 v Scots Blue David Phillips (astro) 10.00am 

11A2 v Scots Christison Park 2 8.00am 

11B2 v Scots Christison Park 2 8.45am 

11C2 v Scots Christison Park 2 9.30am 

11D2 v Scots Christison Park 2 10.15am 

10A v St Aloysius Willoughby Park 9.45am 

10B v St Aloysius Willoughby Park 9.45am 

10C1 v St Aloysius Willoughby Park 9.00am 

10C2 v St Aloysius Willoughby Park 9.00am 

R U G B Y  

Prep 1
st
 XV v Grammar Edge Weigall 2 9.30am 

Prep 2nd XV v Grammar Edge Weigall 2 8.45am 

Prep Black 7s v   Koola Park 8.00-9.00am 

Prep Gold 7s v   Koola Park 8.00-9.00am 

11A v Riverview SIC 5 9.30am 

11B v Riverview SIC 5 8.45am 

11C v Riverview SIC 5 8.00am 

 v CCGS CCGS Rugby 2 9.30am 

A F L  

Team A v Waverley Pioneers Park 8.00am 

Venues:  
Bark Huts—Elliot St, Belfield 

Airey Park—Bates St, Homebush 
SPC No 3—Cnr Francis St & Merley Rd, Strathfield 

Koola Park—26A Koola Ave, East Killara 
Bat & Ball—Cnr South Dowling St & Cleveland St, Moore Park 

Top Field—Cnr Mona Vale Rd & Ayres Rd, St Ives 
Queens Park—Darley Rd, Waverley 

Christison Park—Old South Head Rd, Vaucluse 
SIC 5—Riverview St, Off Tambourine Bay Rd, Lane Cove 

CCGS—Arundel Rd, Erina Heights  
Willoughby Park—Warrane St, Willoughby 

Weigall 2—Neild Ave, Rushcutters Bay 
Pioneers Park—TBC 

David Phillips—Gwea Ave, Daceyville 
Anderson Park—TBC 

R U G B Y  

1st XV v St Pius 2.15 Chaplin 1 

2nd XV v St Pius 1.00 Chaplin 1 

3rd XV v Knox 3rd 10.00 Breen Oval 

4th XV v Knox 6th 9.00 Breen Oval 

16A v St Pius 12.00 Chaplin 1 

16B v St Pius 11.00 Chaplin 1 

16C v St Pius 10.00 Chaplin 1 

15A v St Pius 9.00 Chaplin 1 

15B v St Pius 8.00 Chaplin 1 

15C v Oakhill D 8.45 Damien Oval 

14A v St Pius 1.00 Watkins Oval 

14B v St Pius 12.00 Watkins Oval 

14C v       

13A v St Pius 10.00 Chaplin 2 

13B v St Pius 11.00 Chaplin 2 

13C v St Pius 12.00 Chaplin 2 

13D v Newington E 9.00 Old Boys 2 

T E N NI S  

Div 1 v St Andrew's  8.00 Strathfield Tennis Club 

Div 2 v Bye    

Div 3 v St Andrew's  8.00 Strathfield Tennis Club 

Div 4 v St Andrew's  8.00 Parklands  

Div 5 v St Paul's 8.00 Strathfield Tennis Club 

Div 6 v St Andrew's  8.00 Parklands  

Div 7 v St Andrew's  8.00 Strathfield Tennis Club 

Div 8 v St Andrew's  8.00 Parklands  

Div 9 v St Paul's  8.00 Strathfield Tennis Club 

Div 10 v St Andrew's  8.00 Parklands  

F O O T B A L L  

1st XI v St Pius  9.15 Walsh Oval 

2nd XI v St Pius 2nd 8.00 Walsh Oval 

3rd XI v Oakhill 2nd 11.30 Mason Park 1 

4th XI v Oakhill 3rd 10.00 Lawrence Oval 

5th XI v Kings 7th 10.30 Mason Park 2 

6th XI v Kings 8th 11.30 Mason Park 2 

7th XI v Kings 9th 12.30 Mason Park 2 

8th XI v Kings 10th 1.30 Mason Park 2 

16A v St Pius  9.00 Watkins Oval 

16B v St Pius B 8.00 Watkins Oval 

16C v Oakhill B 9.00 Hermann Oval 

16D v Kings D 2.30 Mason Park 2 

16E v Kings E 2.30 Mason Park 3 

16F v Knox H 2.00 Curagul Field 2 

15A v St Pius  8.30 Mason Park 2 

15B v St Pius  9.30 Mason Park 2 

15C v St Spyridon 8.30 Mason Park 1 

15D v Kings C 9.30 Mason Park 1 

15E v Kings E 10.30 Mason Park 1 

15F v Barker  1.00 Rosewood A 

14A v St Pius  2.30 Mason Park 1 

14B v St Pius B 1.30 Mason Park 1 

14C v Oakhill B 12.30 Mason Park 1 

14D v Kings D 1.30 Mason Park 3 

14E v Kings E 12.30 Mason Park 3 

14F v Trinity G 11.00 Flockhart 2 

13A v St Pius  12.00 Walsh Oval 

13B v St Pius  11.00 Walsh Oval 

13C v Oakhill C 9.00 Lawrence Oval 

13D v St Pius C 11.00 Watkins Oval 

13E v Kings C 8.30 Mason Park 3 

13F v Kings F 9.30 Mason Park 3 

13G v Shore G 10.30 Mason Park 3 

13H v Knox G 11.30 Mason Park 3 

S P O R T S  F I XT U R E S — S AT U R D AY  4  A U G U S T  2 0 1 8  

F O R M A L / G R A D U A T I O N  
C L O T H E S  F O R  D R O U G H T   

A F F E C T E D  F A M I L I E S  
You may have heard or seen that NSW is entirely 
in drought and many farmers are really doing it 
tough. We need your assistance to help the young 
children who will be graduating and going to for-
mals in a few months but their families are strug-
gling to afford the nice attire that we take for grant-
ed. If you have any used graduation/formal clothes 
hanging in wardrobes now is the time to clear 
them. We are wanting suits, trousers, ties, shirts, 
socks and shoes for males and dresses, pant suits,  
tops, slacks, skirts and of course glamorous  
shoes/handbags for females. Please all in good 
condition. Anything that would make a young adult 
look and feel important for their final days of  
school would be appreciated. Please drop them to 
Sick Bay by Friday 10 August for collection. 

New Road rule 
Children up to the age of 16 
can now ride on the footpath in 
NSW. An adult rider who is  
supervising a child rider under 
16 may also ride with them on 
the footpath. If your child rides 
their bike on the footpath or on 
a shared path remind them to: 
 

 Keep to the left 

 Give way to pedestrians 

 Always wear their helmet 
 

For more information visit: http://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/
stayingsafe/bicycle-riders/laws.html 

N E W  B I K E  R U L E S  

http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport
http://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/bicycle-riders/laws.html
http://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/bicycle-riders/laws.html

