
 

 

 
 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s 
College, 
 

The Unfortunate Power of Gossip  
The Benedictine monks live and work in community. They 
have an abbot, a cellarer and other positions of importance. 
They share responsibility for the production of food, the 
saying of prayers and the general running of their 
household. Each monk has his allotted job. The Rule of  
St Benedict is the guidebook by which all monks live their 
lives. They have done so since the sixth century. It a 
concise, yet specific rule that offers advice to the Brothers 
on everything from how much wine and bread should be 
allotted (not in equal amounts, but each according to need), 
to how prayer is to be conducted and how discipline will be 
meted out. One of my favourite themes in the rule is about 
how murmuring or whispering in corridors is to be avoided. 
Benedict knew the destructive power of gossip and 
instructed the brothers to remain silent, lest their words get 
them into trouble. Words can be just as powerful in bringing 
down or diminishing the other, just as they can lift someone 
up. Benedict implores his monks to know that murmuring or 
whispering is unhealthy and unhelpful. He does not silence a 
legitimate complaint. Rather, he says this must be brought 
forward to the appropriate Brothers in the monastery.  
 

In any community, there are many opportunities to engage 
in gossip and rumour. As adults, and as Christians, often our 
best response to this is to remain silent. Another response is 
to challenge the gossip or murmuring and to stand up  
and be counted. Otherwise, we may risk legitimising it.  
How disappointing it is to sometimes hear people saying 
unkind things about another. It only then leads one to think,  
“I wonder what they say about me when I am not around?”  
 

Gossip is based on rumour and rarely on fact. If you have 
ever played “Chinese Whispers” you will know that by the 
time the initial story finds its way back to the composer, it 
rarely resembles much of the original. Such is the danger 
with gossiping. A colleague and long-time friend of  
St Patrick’s sent me a beautiful little phrase last week that is 
so apt for this piece. It says: 
 

Kindness is in our power even when fondness is not. 
 

We do not have to be friends with everyone, but it is 
certainly within our reach to continue to offer kindness and 
therefore afford the ‘other’, dignity and respect as a 
consequence. My mother taught me that if I do not have 
anything good to say about a person, then it is best to say 
nothing at all.  
 

I would encourage you to discuss with your children the 
unkindness that can be borne out of gossip and the potential 
for really deep hurt to be the outcome. Here is a great 
example of how a story can be taken out of context.  
 

FACTS: The police were visiting our school a couple of 
weeks ago. During this particular week, and as a point of 
interest, we had a visit from each of the three emergency 
services: ambulance, fire brigade and police. None of these 
visits is of any lasting consequence. All schools have an 
ongoing relationship with their local Police Liaison Officer.  
At our school these Officers address year groups on issues 
from bullying, to their online behaviour to their future career 
prospects. The reason that the Police Liaison Officers were 
at our school in the first place had nothing to do with the 
story that eventuated.  
 

The rumours that came from this visit are allegedly thus:  
The Officers were at our school to speak with a boy who 
may be a drug dealer. Allegedly, his family is also perhaps 
peddling drugs. Let me assure everyone that nothing could 
be further from the truth! However, this hurtful story has now 
invaded this boy’s family life and home. 
 

I always want to know the facts, not the hearsay. Next time 
someone engages your child in a gossip session, please 
encourage him to refrain from perpetuating the story.  
This includes with you as parents. It may just not have any 
evidence to support it. Our kindness to one another should 
be a hallmark of who we are as members of a Catholic 
school in the Edmund Rice tradition. And our own personal 
reputations are important to each and every one of us. 
 

Delegated Leadership 
At our school we have many staff who hold leadership 
positions. It is such a big place that I could not hope to 
effectively lead this place alone, and frankly, nor do I have 
the skill set that traverses the many different areas of school 
life requiring leadership. So, to that end, I would like to  
think that I engage in a delegated leadership style where 
trust, a level of autonomy (as well as accountability) and 
professional respect is afforded to others. This means that 
we deserve to hear from the wisdom of others and regularly, 
including gathering the wisdom of our students. If we are to 
empower people, then it is important that they hear the 
question “What do you think?” or “What ideas do you have?” 
Delegating leadership responsibility allows others to step up 
and it gives them permission to shine. 

 

Happy Founder’s Day 
This Friday we celebrate Founder’s Day. 
Our College celebrates 90 years this year 
and we give thanks for the inspiration and 
calling of Blessed Edmund Rice. A man of 
great faith, integrity and wisdom, Edmund 
Rice actively sought to do something about 
the plight of the poor and marginalised.  
He did not shun them and he did not  
ignore them. Instead, he gave away the 
comfortable life that he had and found in 
favour of those who had little. His work was 
that of Jesus. Edmund was a true disciple. 
He was a messenger who brought the 
Good News to those who needed to hear it 
most. He was also immensely practical. He 

gave them food, shelter and most powerfully, he provided an 
education to boys who would have been difficult to teach.  
 

I hope our whole College community enjoys the celebration 
on Friday. Many thanks to all parents who will be assisting 
with the lunch. 
 

Condolences 
Please pray for Thomas Allsopp (Year 9) and his family as 
they mourn the loss of his grandfather Mr Stuart Allsopp who 
passed away on Thursday 31 May aged 83. Eternal rest 
grant unto him O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon 
him. May he rest in peace.  
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
Craig Wattam 
Principal 
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J U N I O R  S C H O O L  
My own football career was…shall we say…brief and unremarkable. My only goal for the Jamisontown Giants U7s was, 
sadly, an own goal that to this day I maintain was the goalie’s fault.  
 

I’m pleased to say my football team this season has had a more illustrious start to their careers than my own humble  
beginning. It’s nice to have some wins and some goals under our belts. But more than this, what has struck me this season 
is how quickly a small community has sprung up amongst the group of players and families who make up this team. 
 

I shouldn’t be surprised. Those parents who spoke to me at the P&F Junior School Dinner back in Term 1 told me it would 
happen. They told me what happens on the sideline every season of SPC co-curricular sport. It’s not just about the boys, 
they told me. This is when we meet other families, make connections, and have a chat to the teachers who coach. 
 

They were dead right. 
 

I know that what has happened in the little community that makes up my team is happening in dozens of teams across the 
College. I want to recognise the contribution that every student, staff member, external coach, and spectator makes to the 
College community just by turning up and being part of a team. 
 

God bless, 
 

Ben Munday—Director of Junior School 

J U N I O R  S C H O O L  S P O R T  

Congratulations to Alex Conti, Mitchell Woods and Fin Mitchell for making the NSWCIS  
Rugby Union team. An outstanding achievement. 
 

It was yet another really impressive performance from our Football fraternity with 11 wins,  
4 draws and only 1 loss. With all U12’s winning, it was great to see them all play well for each 
other. Well done to the 11A and B Rugby teams who had good wins over Shore and the 
11C’s who played in the 7’s comp last week and notched up their first win. The Prep A and B 
Rugby were unfortunately beaten by a stronger (faster) Scots team but showed some courage and determination 
right up until the final whistle. The team of the round was the AFL who were finally pushed all the way by St Pius X running 
out winners by only 13 points. Well done boys.  
 

Congratulations to the following who competed in the Discus finals on Monday. Well done to Samuel Avvenevole who  
threw a new record in the U11 Year 6 competition and to William Allen in the U11 Year 5’s who also threw a new record  
by almost 3m. 
 

With the Queen’s Birthday long weekend, there are NO games this weekend.  
 

Grant Andrews—Junior School Sportsmaster 

F O U N D E R ’ S  D AY  
This Friday marks the celebration of Founders Day. We take this opportunity to remind parents/carers of the following: 

 Compulsory attendance by all boys in full College uniform is expected. Boys who are absent on the day will be 
required to obtain a medical certificate and present it to their homeroom teacher on their first day back. 

 Boys are required to attend  school at the normal time and they will be dismissed at 2.00pm. Younger boys will 
be escorted to Strathfield Station by members of the College’s Student Leadership Team. 

 Boys will not be required to bring bags/belongings to school on this day. The exception to this may be 
competitors in the annual Waterford Mile who can store any clothes in their lockers. 

 Boys will be expected to attend the Founder’s Day Mass, Concert, BBQ Lunch and Waterford Mile. 

 Canteen facilities will operate 
during Recess with all menu 
items being available. 

 A BBQ lunch will be provided for 
all boys following the Founder’s 
Day Concert. 

 

Parents are advised of the following  
arrangements for the collection of students 
from the College at 2.00pm on Founder’s 
Day. 
 

 Berg, Coghlan & Crichton—
Normal Kiss & Drop collection area 
on Fraser Street. 

 

 Hanrahan, Hickey & Rice— 
The school bus zone on Francis 
Street. Parents should approach 
from Merley Road. 

 

Parents should note that they MUST not 
park in the 407 bus zone as it will still 
be operating. A reminder that students 
will also be escorted to Strathfield Station 
by members of the College’s Student  
Leadership Team. 
 

Robert Simpson—Director of Wellbeing 

Please note that the McGlade Library will be closed from 2.00pm this Friday. L IBRARY  

Junior School Athletics Carnival is now on  
Wednesday 20 June 2018. 



 

 

C U R R I C U L U M  
Years 7 to 10 Parent/Teacher Interviews and Student Academic Reports 
The Years 7 and 9 Parent/Teacher interviews will be held on the afternoon and evening of Tuesday 26 June,  
commencing 2.05pm. Similarly for Years 8 and 10 on Thursday 28 June. It is a College expectation that every student is 
represented by at least one parent or other primary caregiver at the interviews. Parents book interview times online via 
Edval Interviews and it is also a College expectation that parents book interviews with all their sons’ subject teachers.  
Parents should check their emails for communication over the next couple of weeks regarding interview bookings. 
 

The interviews are an opportunity for parents to meet their sons’ teachers and to discuss aspects of the Semester One  
Report with respect to their sons’ progress and adjustment to study routines, strategies and recommendations for  
improvement in Semester Two. In particular, the interviews will not be an appropriate forum for parents of Year 10 to  
discuss prospective subject selections or enrolment in Year 11 with individual class teachers. 
 

The Semester One reports will be issued online via the Parent Portal on SOLE by Friday 22 June. In order to access  
their sons’ reports, parents will be required to log on to SOLE and under the Parent Portal menu, select Student Reports. 
Parents may view and/or print the report. Only parent accounts can access student reports. Parents who have forgotten 
their passwords can go to the ‘forgotten your username or password’ link on the SOLE login page. 
 

Michael Cutrupi—Director of Curriculum 

C R I T I C A L  A N D  C R E AT I V E  T H I N K I N G  ( P A R T  2 )  
Creative thinking is paired with the critical because it relies on the asking of questions and the solving of problems. When 
we think outside the box or imagine new ways of approaching a task or problem, we are thinking creatively. The ability to 
innovate, to ask the right questions, to imagine, to think of possibilities beyond what currently exists – this is creative  
thinking.  
 

The expression of our individual and collective creativity fulfils something deeply human and liberating in us. But creativity is 
often misunderstood. We look at the geniuses of the art world, or famous musicians, scientists or entrepreneurs and admire 
their creativity. Yet creativity doesn’t exist in a vacuum – it is not a magical quality that some possess and others do not. 
Each discipline has its own forms of creativity, and this creativity is built on a deep and thorough knowledge of the  
discipline. 
 

To be a great writer, one first must know the rules and conventions of writing in order to break them. A great chef knows  
the fundamentals of baking or cooking, and then builds on this knowledge to create the new. The same for an artist,  
a craftsman, a film director or even a teacher. In fact, the best teachers are some of the most creative people I know for 
they are continually asking questions about how they can make a subject engaging, reach a student who struggles, or make 
connections between learning in a classroom and the world beyond our gates. 
 

This deep knowledge that serves as the foundation for creative thinking takes work. Anyone knows that an athlete who  
continues to lift the same weights without increasing the demands on his muscles will never bulk up. The same for our 
brains – we only learn when the learning is hard, when we struggle, when we are forced to grapple with the unknown,  
to connect the new to what is already known (Wiliam, 2018). 
 

What are we doing here at St Patrick’s College to live out this core principle of critical and creative thinking? Teachers in the 
senior school are engaged in one of four forms of professional learning designed to stretch our own thinking and practice. 
Some are investigating the real world connections and big questions of project based approaches to learning, others are 
pursuing “Cultures of Thinking” in their classrooms, or “Communities of Inquiry”. Still others are evaluating their own  
practices and asking questions about the best ways to use technology in support of learning. And in the Junior School, the 
teachers have a focus on developing a “Writer’s Mindset” – practising the craft of writing, but informed by deep thinking.  
 

So as I conclude, I return to the theme of the importance of questions. According to Ron Ritchhardt of Harvard University, 
we can tell a lot about a culture of learning in our classrooms by the quality of questions asked. Teachers are challenged  
to ask ourselves about the quality of questions in our lessons: Do we focus our questions on learning and deeper  
understanding? Do we ensure everyone is accountable for thinking and responding, or do we ask questions, calling on boys 
who know the answer so we can quickly move the lesson along? 
 

Boys are also challenged to think about their own questions. Parents, perhaps 
you can ask your sons what was the last question he asked in a lesson? Was 
the question a deeper one about understanding the subject and the learning? 
Or simply, “When is this due? Is this right? Why do we have to know? Is this on 
the test?” 
 

In the wise words of Albert Einstein: “The important thing is to not stop ques-
tioning.” 
 

(The above is the modified second half of a speech on Critical and Creative 
Thinking presented to the boys at assembly. The first half, on Critical Thinking, 
was in last week’s Especean). 
 

Denise Lombardo—Director of Learning & Innovation 

H O S T  F A M I LY  N E E D E D  
We are looking for two families from the College who are willing to host a couple of our aboriginal friends from Alice Springs 
for Term 3 this year. (Each home would only have one boarder.) They will live with you for these ten weeks and be part of 
the Year 8/10 cohorts. Uniform and school supplies will be provided by the College. The host family will be needed  
for accommodation and meals, as well as sharing of Sydney life. The young men are friendly and confident, and  
they look forward to expanding their experience at the College. If you are willing and able please email me at  
gillian.daley@spc.nsw.edu.au Families who have hosted before have shared with me the significant and positive impact the 
experience has had on them. This is a wonderful opportunity for all of us to grow. 
 

Gillian Daley—Director of Identity 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Long Sleeve Shirts are now in stock, 

perfect for those very chilly days. 
 

Amended Uniform Shop Hours 
Friday 8 June—Founder’s Day 

Uniform Shop will be open 
8.00am—9.00am  
For this day only. 

mailto:gillian.daley@spc.nsw.edu.au


 

 

THE DA V INCI DECATHLON 2018 
To Enrich, Excite and Challenge: the motto of The da Vinci Decathlon  
certainly does just that, according to the St Patrick’s students who participated 
in this prestigious academic competition. 32 boys from Years 7 to 10 travelled 
to Knox Grammar School on 22 and 23 May to take part. 
 

This annual competition, named in honour of Leonardo da Vinci sets out  
challenges in a variety of disciplines. As well as English, Mathematics and  
Science, students also take on tasks in Engineering, Ideation, Code Breaking, 
Art and Poetry, Cartography and General Knowledge. 
 

Students work in teams of eight within their Year group. They must collaborate 
effectively while drawing on the particular strengths of individual team  
members, all within a tight time frame. 
 

Lemuel Fernandez of Year 10 says of the day: “There was an amazing  
atmosphere in the room, one that I have yet to experience elsewhere.  
The feeling of 1600 students working hard in friendly competition with each 
other, collaborating on the hardest problems and coming up with creative  
solutions, makes an individual feel like they are part of something much  
greater than themselves.” 
 

We are proud of this year’s results, which continue to improve year on year: 
 

Year 7  11
th
 Cartography 

Year 8  4
th
 Ideation 

Year 9  8
th
 Cartography 

Year 10 Overall 11
th

 place! 
   3

rd
 Science 

   7
th
 Mathematics 

   10
th
 Creative Producers 

   10
th
 Code Breaking 

   11
th
 Cartography 

 

Lemuel summarises this achievement perfectly: “As this is against over 70  
other schools across the state, it is fair to say that the teamwork and problem 
solving skills shown on this day, were outstanding.” 
Indeed the St Patrick’s community agrees, and we congratulate all boys on their fantastic effort. 
 

Janine Timillero & Heidi Viney—Diverse Learning Team 

The Year 7 and 8 da Vinci Decathlon teams. 

 

THE COLLEGE MUSICAL, 
PETER PAN, IS ONLY  

3 WEEKS AWAY.  
 

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE 
NOW FROM TRYBOOKING 

OR VIA THE COLLEGE 
WEBSITE 

Photos from the Blue Black Gold Dinner are now available on SOLE.  
After logging on, go to ‘My SPC’, ‘SPC Photo Galleries’  

and then scroll down the page to ‘Special Events’.  

M U S I C AL  M AT T E R S  
BANDING TOGETHER IN DARLING HARBOUR 
Last Sunday afternoon the College Wind Ensemble and Blue Black & Gold Big Band performed in Darling Harbour.  
This annual event is one of the highlights for the band programme here at the College. The boys were excellent  
ambassadors for the College, and entertained a large audience with a variety of styles and genres of repertoire. Well done 
to all boys who performed. 
 

Derek Rose—Bandmaster 

The Year 9 and 10 da Vinci Decathlon teams. 



 

 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  
Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu or via the Team App. 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

HEAD OF SECONDARY SPORT 
ISA Cross Country Championships 
The St Patrick’s Cross Country Squad competed last week in the ISA Championships at the Sydney International  
Equestrian Centre at Horsley Park. There were a number of strong performances from the team which saw St Patrick’s  
finish 2

nd
 overall. Well done to those boys who received Championship medals on the day: 

 

Jonathan Meaker (1
st
 place in the U/13s) 

Luke Touma (2
nd

 place in the U/18s) 
Joshua Carrozza (3

rd
 place in the U/18s) 

 

Along with those three boys, congratulations are also extended to Alexander Micallef and Declan Moore who finished in the 
Top 10 and were therefore selected to represent the ISA at the upcoming CIS Cross Country Carnival. 
 

A big thank you must also go to Mr Di Paola, Ms Williams and Old Boy Tyler Cotter for the hard work they put into the  
revamped season and preparations for the carnival. Well done to all. 
 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to the following students who will be representing the College in the near future after gaining selection in 
the ISA Touch Football representative sides.  
 

U15’s— Levi Conti (Yr9), Benjamin Criss (Yr9) and Joseph Nohra (Yr9) 
Opens— Andrew Aller (Yr10), Christian Frangi (Yr11) and Leon Frangi (Yr12) 
 

I also take this opportunity to congratulate Augustine Murphy of Year 12 who has just been recently selected in the  
Pararoos National Team for Football. Augustine underwent brain surgery approximately 5 years ago as a result of suffering 
constant seizures. To be selected for the Pararoos and the Australasian Soccer Academy (whom Augustine will tour  
with later this year to Spain and England), truly is a remarkable achievement considering Augustine was once told by  
doctors that he may never walk again. Congratulations and well done Augustine, we look forward to seeing you in the 
“Green and Gold”. 
 

Forward planning—Rugby in Orange/Bathurst—Saturday 23 June  
The Rugby fraternity will travel over the mountains to play Kinross Wolaroi and Scots Bathurst on Saturday 23 June.  
All teams will play in Orange or Bathurst apart from the 13D. A bus will again be organised and a note will go out in the near 
future regarding transport. 
 

All Rugby players will be required to travel to Orange/Bathurst to play in their respective fixtures. It is the College ’s  
expectation that all Rugby players will attend. Should any family question their son’s ability to fulfil this commitment, a  
written ‘request for leave’ should be addressed to Mr Fochesato and myself at your earliest convenience.  
 

Anthony Calavassy—Head of Secondary Sport 

S P O R T S  F I XT U R E S — S AT U R D AY  9  J U N E  2 0 1 8  

MCGLADE L IBRARY HOMEWORK CLUB 
A reminder to parents and boys that the McGlade Library Homework Club is up and running. To date, numerous boys have 
taken advantage of this service and I encourage other boys to make use of this facility should the opportunity arise. 
 

In essence, the Homework Club provides an environment that is quiet and supervised by staff members who are available 
to assist the boys with developing good study habits, techniques, timetables and the like. 
 

Students are expected to sign in and sign out at the commencement and conclusion of their homework session and are not 
compelled to stay for the full duration, i.e., 4.45pm. They should however, make their parents aware as to what period of 
time they will be using this facility in order to make appropriate arrangements for their travel home. 
 

Students availing themselves of this service are encouraged to bring some snacks and refreshments which can be  
consumed between 3.10pm and 3.30pm.  
 

Clearly, there are expectations placed on those attending these after-school Homework Club sessions, not least of all;  
students are not to use their devices to play games and they are to remain on task and respect the privacy of  
others by working quietly.  
 

Please note that the McGlade Library will cater to a maximum of 60 boys any afternoon. 
 

Steve Fochesato—Director of Co-curricular 

No Fixtures this long weekend 

   AN EVENING WITH JOHN LARKIN  
Thursday 14 June 2018, 7.30PM 

Robson Auditorium 
 

Acclaimed Sydney author, John Larkin, will be visiting the College towards the end of this term to 
spend three days with us as a writer in residence. 
John will present a parent forum at the College on Thursday 14 June where he will speak about his 
own work as a writer and introduce parents to some of the approaches he will take in teaching  
writing to our students during his residency. 
Please RSVP via the following link which was emailed to all parents last week. 
https://goo.gl/forms/xgyiNLNzzVl49bmt1 
 

Adam Leslie—English Coordinator 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION ST MARK ’S CATHOLIC CHURCH DRUMMOYNE  
Enrolments taken 8 to 29 June 2018 

For Celebration 1 & 2 September 2018 
 

The Sacrament of Confirmation at St Mark’s Drummoyne 
Parents who reside in the parish of St Mark’s Drummoyne are welcome to enrol their children who are in Years 6, 7 and above  
for the Sacrament of Confirmation. Enrolment letters are available in the Church foyer or from the Parish office from 8 June 2018.  
Enrolments close on 29 June 2018. The preparation sessions commence when third term starts. The celebration Masses are 
Saturday 6.00pm 1 September and Sunday 9.00am Mass 2 September. For further details contact the Parish Office on  
9181 1795 or email: pa@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport
https://goo.gl/forms/xgyiNLNzzVl49bmt1
mailto:pa@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

