
 

 

 

 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

The Cross  
As we enter Holy Week I am reminded about the brutal symbol of 
the cross. We wear the cross as a reminder of the suffering and death 
of Jesus. When I was in Cambodia some of the locals in one village 
were selling wooden crucifixes that they had made themselves. 
These were simple carvings of the crucified Christ but with a limb 
missing, symbolic of what the land mines continue to do to people in 
Cambodia. And that Christ suffers with us even today perhaps. 
When I was in Texas in 2016 I purchased a cross that is made out of 
steel and barbed wire. It is in many ways quite a confronting thing.  
It is certainly not pretty. The cross and all it represents is not  
easy. Our lives are never easy and we all have a back-story that no 
doubt causes us pain and anguish. I leave you with these words from 
Joan Chittister: 
 

The cross reminds us daily that God did 
God’s part: Jesus came and, in him, God 
showed us the Way. We have then, all been 
saved. We have been saved from our 
delusions about what is really important in 
this world. We have been saved from our 
fear of risking disapproval here. We have 
been saved from our sense of nothingness 
in the face of God because God walks the 
way we must all walk. We have been saved 
from the right to claim darkness of soul 
and uncertainty of vision. The fact is that 
we know very well what we are expected to 
do because we have already seen Jesus do 
it…When Jesus said “Follow me,” Jesus was really saying that 
salvation is incomplete until it lives in us. The truth is that people 
put Jesus on the cross, God did not.  (2013, pp121-122) 
 

And, sometimes, we put ourselves up there on that cross as well. 
May the coming suffering, crucifixion and death of our Lord and 
Saviour give us pause to stop and attend to the suffering in our own 
lives and in the lives of our fellow human beings. We need to be 
reminded to be called to mercy and forgiveness. In that way we can 
all experience the joy of the resurrection.  
 

Why I am not on social media 
As an educator in a digital age, where digital disruption is part of the 
everyday and my reliance on technology not only influences my 
work but to an extent is one of the drivers of it, I made a deliberate, 
conscious choice to have a very faint digital footprint when it comes 
to social media.  
 

I am simply not interested in looking at photos of other people’s 
dinner, nor do I want to look at a Google map of the destination of 
people’s Friday evening. Do I really need to know they are at an 
Event Cinema? I really do not want to have various products 
peddled to me every five minutes and I really do not want to 
broadcast my life (both professional and private) to an audience that 
I am not certain I can actually control. I know that what can happen 
to my “posts” in a digital sense, whether they be photographs, 
captions, memes, statements, words of wisdom in 280 characters or 
less, cannot be controlled either. I do not know where they can end 
up, or when they might be used against me in the future. 
 

In a similar vein, I am not sure that my life is interesting enough to 
have others want to engage vicariously in my existence. In many 

ways my life is public enough already, so what little time I do have 
that is my time, I would like to preserve as being a little bit private. 
Authenticity, for me, is often best met through face-to-face 
interaction. I do not choose to hide behind a digital call sign and as a 
Catholic, I consciously choose to be known by my actual 
personhood, not my digital self.  
 

I have no idea the extent to which my digital presence is 
warehoused, to whom it has been passed on, or how it may come 
back to bite me, but above all of this, I find it time-wasting and 
frankly just downright boring. I do not want people to draw 
conclusions about me if they have not met me, spent time with me, 
or gotten to know me. I do want the thrill of conversation, live 
experiences, and the humanity that all of these require. This goes 
some way to preserving my dignity as well.  
 

Online, I cannot read tone, body language, or gesture. I cannot 
nuance a conversation as acutely as I would like to and I am at the 
mercy of not only the intended audience but also my accidental 
audience. Many things in my life are out of my control. I choose not 
to let my digital life control me.  
 

One of the greatest delights and challenges of principalship is the 
opportunity to engage with many people on a daily basis. Our 
College has 1428 students, 150 staff, nearly 2800 parents, and 
thousands and thousands of Old Boys and interested community 
members. This is an awesome network! I have the privilege of 
working, serving, and engaging with these diverse but connected 
groups. This is both an honour and a responsibility. I do not believe I 
can be effective as a leader, unless I actually meet people and as a 
principal friend of mine always says, “waste time” with people. This 
is actually an investment. Getting to know people marks the 
beginning of a relationship.  
 

Relationships are a hallmark of Catholic education and also of 
humanity more generally. We do not always get our relationships 
right. There are missteps along the way, as there are with any 
community. What is important is that we can meet each other where 
we are and take the time to get to know each other. Let us not limit 
this to a digital environment.  
 

What do your sons post about their lives (and maybe yours too) 
online? Are there things that are revealed that are best left to a 
conversation rather than a forever digital footprint? Sometimes we 
regret what has been said in the heat of the moment. When it is 
published for the world to see, we can never make it go away. 
 

Technology affords us so many conveniences, tools, and 
opportunities. I certainly exploit and rely on these every day. 
However, don’t go looking for my holiday snaps, my latest 
restaurant meal, or my opinions on politics online. I’m just not there. 
 

Condolences 
Please pray for Joshua Wodson (Year 7) and his family as they mourn 
the loss of his great grandmother Muriel Wodson aged 96 who passed 
away in Adelaide. Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and let perpetual 
light shine upon her. May she rest in peace.  
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 
 
 
 
 
Craig Wattam 
Principal 
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I had the pleasure and privilege of spending three days last week at the EREA Heads  
of Junior Schools Conference. Our agenda included a heavy focus on student well-being, 

developing cultures of thinking, and connecting with great work happening in other schools and colleges around the country. This  
included visits to a K-6 school for students with multiple and complex disabilities, and a K-12 school in Sydney’s west. 
 

I can happily tell you that I was able to spend some time with my predecessor Mr Jim Walters, who was invited back to the conference 
dinner for a formal farewell. Mr Walters was keen to hear all that has been happening since his departure, and sends his fond regards to 
you all. I also had the chance to meet Mr Rick Russo, former College Captain and also the first lay Head of the Junior School here.  
He is currently a school counsellor at St Pius X in Chatswood. He had many stories to tell about his time here and the many ways in 
which the brothers and the College have influenced his life. 
 

I am sure my professional learning from the conference, and the collegial relationships I began to form that will continue in the coming 
years, will bear rich fruit here in the Junior School. 
 

Ben Munday—Director of Junior School 

Congratulations to Markus Parinetto who came 1st in U12’s Springboard and 3rd in  
Platform and Anthony del Popolo who came 3rd in U11’s Platform at the recent  

IPSHA Championships. Both boys will now compete for the NSWCIS at the PSSA Championships. Well done also to Nicholas Macher 
who came 1st in the U10’s 50m Freestyle and Breaststroke and second in Backstroke, he is also a member of the Open Relay team and 
to Jack Taylor who came third in the U11’s Freestyle. Both boys will also compete at the upcoming PSSA Championships. 
 

Congratulations to all the boys on the way you conducted yourselves at trials on Monday. We had over 250 boys trialling for Football 
alone, with all boys making a team. It is important to note that boys have only been tentatively placed into rough teams after these trials. 
We have further trials on Monday 9 April (which has been on Team App for two weeks). We will also use the first couple of rounds to 
make further changes. Moving up or down in teams will be determined by many factors – skill, ability, attitude at training and on game 
days and behaviour in class and in the playground.  

 

FUN RUN – A huge thank you to all boys and parents for the outstanding fundraising that you have done this year in conjunction with 
the X-Country/Fun Run. As it stands, we are set to break the record again for the most amount raised by any school. We are currently on 
over $70,000. Your generosity will not go unnoticed. Special mention to the 14 boys in the Junior School who have raised over $1000 
individually with Michael Sakr well over $5500. 
It is important now that we start to collect the money raised. All money raised online will automatically go into the fundraising account. 
All cash needs to be brought into Mr  Andrews on Tuesday 3 April. Please have money counted and in notes (if possible). If you 
have raised $50 a $50 note would be much appreciated rather than coins etc. 
 

I hope all boys and parents have a wonderful Easter break. 
 

Grant Andrews—Junior School Sportsmaster 

Senior Constable Phil Tambasco came to visit  
the Junior School on Tuesday 27 March to  
present information, strategies and advice to boys 
on how to stay safe and protected in an online 
world. Senior Constable Tambasco outlined  
the importance of securing passwords, using  
applications under adult supervision and being 
extremely careful in how information and  
dialogue is communicated with others on  
electronic devices. As educators we hope that the boys took the information presented seriously and that they are able to implement 
these strategies inside and outside of school. It is important we work together as a community to support our young people and set clear 
expectations and parameters in how we want the boys to interact safely online. 
 

Dan Fields—Junior School Curriculum Coordinator 

 

To ensure the safety of members of our community and in consideration of our  
neighbours, all parents are asked to comply with the following request when dropping 

off and picking up students before and after school. Between the hours of 8.00am and 4.00pm the only place where students can be 
picked up and/or dropped off is along the Edgar Street ‘Kiss & Drop’ area on the western end of the Junior School Westcourt Library.  
Council and Police are monitoring this area. 
 

Kiss & Ride zones provide: 
 

 Drivers the opportunity to stop their vehicle within close proximity to the College gates on the  
corner of Fraser & Edgar Street. 

 Students the opportunity to enter the school premises without having to cross roads or driveways. 
 

For the safety of all drivers, passengers and pedestrians please:  
 

 Approach the “Kiss & Ride” zone from Shortland Avenue, up Fraser Street and then around the bend to the end of the  
‘Kiss & Drop’ zone on Edgar Street. Do not park in the No Parking area and do not stop in the No Stopping area. 

 Do not ‘double park’ or stand your vehicle in this zone from 8.00am – 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00pm. 
 Enter or disembark from the vehicle as close as possible to the top of the zone. Entering and disembarking from vehicles along 

Fraser Street is not to occur in order to best enhance traffic flow. 
 Ensure that the driver does not alight from the vehicle while in the zone. 
 Ensure that passengers enter and disembark from the vehicle via the KERB side door, preferably the rear door.  

Items should not be collected from the boot. 
 In the afternoon if your son is not there you are required to move off, do a lap of the block and join the end of the queue.  
 No student is to be dropped off on Fraser Street or Merley Road during the above times. 
 

Please note: Parents dr iving to the College are asked not to park in Hydebrae Street (the street that runs perpendicular  to  
Francis Street). 

Kiss & Drop Procedure 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Last year St Patrick's hosted an extremely successful exchange programme for four weeks through an organisation called NACEL that 
deals in French exchanges. The student we hosted assimilated into College life and Australian life seamlessly and was popular with the 
College cohort. We were sad to see him leave. 
 

This year we would like to offer parents of the College the same opportunity to host a French student. You are asked to provide meals 
and a bed in a safe environment. It is a rewarding and enriching experience which broadens horizons, opens up a world of reciprocal 
travel for all parties involved and creates friendships for life. 
 

In order to thank you for your generosity in hosting a student, NACEL is offering the following incentives:  
 

 the 2018/19 Entertainment book 

 $300 Coles Voucher 

 $750 discount to a student member of the hosting family for any of our international programmes in 2018 
 

The dates for this year's exchange are: 29 July to 25 August 
If any families are interested in hosting a student for the entire duration of their stay or for a portion of it, you can contact either  
Teresa Valente or  Natasha Mascolo on 8705 9283 or through the College Reception on 9763 1000. 
 

Teresa Valente—Acting Languages Coordinator 

Assessment and the Learning Process 
It is almost the end of first term and parents would have noted the assessment tasks their sons 

have undertaken and are currently engaging. It is a necessary and essential part of the teaching and learning process. 
 

Assessment is a continuous process. It can be both formal and informal, providing information for teachers to measure and report on the 
academic status and progress of each student. Set tasks from a programme of assessment such as examinations, research assignments, 
oral presentations, practicals and skills tests, for example, form part of the assessment of learning process and are used to formally  
report on student progress against prescribed benchmarks and standards of achievement. 
 

The monitoring and feedback by teachers that occurs during the normal course of lessons forms part of the assessment for learning  
process or formative assessment, which enables teachers to know and respond to the learning needs of students on a regular real-time, 
dynamic and ongoing basis. Students are also encouraged to reflect on and monitor their own performance and progress in set tasks in 
order to target their own learning needs and goals which is part of the assessment as learning process. 
 

The diagnostic measures gained from formal tasks and the feedback given to the students in the classroom also form an important part 
of the assessment for learning and assessment as learning processes. Thus, the assessment used for reporting is the assessment of  
learning process, that which informs the teacher to respond to learning needs is the assessment for learning process and that which 
informs the student is the assessment as learning. Formal assessment is integral to informing students, teachers and parents. 
 

Michael Cutrupi—Director of Curriculum 

Curriculum  

We will be collecting old uniforms on one day only each term. The date for this term is 
Wednesday 4 April. All items can be dropped at the main reception area – there will be 
tubs allocated on this day. (NOT the Uniform Shop) 
Items to be donated include – sports shirts, shorts and tracksuits, school pants, shirts, ties, 
belts, jumpers and blazers.  (No socks) 
Please do not drop off anything that is dirty (soiled, stained) or unwearable (ripped,  
threadbare, faded) – these are to be thrown in a bin. 
These donated clothes will be used for students on a bursary as well as donations to PNG and 
Alice Springs. 
 

Thank-you for your consideration in this area. 
 

Gillian Daley—Director of Identity 

 
 

Lenten Fundraising Dances 
I take this opportunity to thank parents and staff for their involvement in the recent Lenten Dances for Years 7- 10. Over the two nights 
the College hosted over 1100 students. Despite the inclement weather on the Thursday evening, and the threat of it on Friday, the  
atmosphere for both dances was fantastic due to the good behaviour of all the students attending. The monies raised will provide support 
for our Lenten Partners - The Edmund Rice Centre and the people of Kiribati. 
 

Relationships, Safety and Bullying Surveys 
Please note that students, staff and parents will have an opportunity to participate in this survey in the week after Easter. An email will 
be sent to members of the College community on Wednesday 4 April, providing a link that will allow access to the survey, which will 
take approximately five to ten minutes to complete. Students will be given the opportunity in their survey to anonymously report  
occasions of bullying during 2018. 
The data provided will be extremely useful in providing further evidence to affirm current practices whilst also giving feedback on how 
the College can develop in the areas identified within the survey. The data will be disseminated to members of the College Community 
in Term Two. 
 

Robert Simpson—Director of Pastoral Care 

St Mary’s Concord will hold two celebrations of Confirmation on Saturday 9 June at 6.00pm and Sunday 10 June at  

11.00am. Bishop Ter ry Brady will officiate at both of these ceremonies. Registration closes Friday 13 April. To register , please 
email parish@stmarysconcord.org.au 

Pastoral Care  

HOST A FRENCH STUDENT  
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SATURDAY 31 MARCH 2018 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  
Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

Winter Trials  
Winter trials continued this week with season schedules coming into effect after the 

Easter Break. The first round of Winter Sport for the Senior School will occur on Saturday 7 April against Sydney Grammar  
(Rugby and Football). Season schedules will be published by Friday 30 March on Team App, sport notice boards and in the morning 
announcements. As previously stated, the fixtures against Sydney Grammar are an extension of the trial process and the teams boys find 
themselves in are by no means the team they will definitely remain in for the season. 
 

Congratulations 
A big weekend of Cricket saw 2 of our teams contest NDJCA Grand Finals. Heavy rain leading in to the weekend turned to blue skies 
with temperatures soaring over 30 degrees. The 13 A team appeared to do it easy, with a solid 7 wicket victory over West Epping.  
The 15 A team also claimed victory over their opposition, Concord Briars, winning in style by 5 wickets. Congratulations coaches and 
boys on your Premierships!  
 

Also last weekend, was the Little Athletics State Championships held at SOPAC. Congratulatians to Alexander del Popolo,  
Andrew Shannon, John Shannon, Darcy Bourke and Jonathan Meaker for competing. These boys all performed extremely well in their 
events, however a special mention to Jonathan Meaker who broke the U13 1500m record. Jonathan set the new record at 4:43.10mins 
beating the previous record by 6 second held by J. Moran (1984). 
 

The College would also like to acknowledge the achievements of Ryan Littlechild from Year 10, who recently  
competed at the Victorian 420 State Sailing Championships as part of the NSW State Sailing Team. Well done to Ryan 
and his sailing partner, who placed 2nd Overall.  
 

Team App 
As the College commences the decommissioning of SOLE,  
St Patrick's College Sport will be using ‘Team App’ and the College 
website to publish all fixtures and training notifications to parents and 
boys in the future.  

 

A simple to use App which can be downloaded to any Apple or  
Android device, the SPC Sport Team App has been trialled during the 

course of the summer Cricket season and had great success.   
 

Please see details in how you can download for free and join the SPC 
Sport Team App. 

 

Mouthguards 
If you are yet to organise a 
mouthguard for the coming  
winter season, or will soon be in 
need of a new one, Dental  
Prosthetist and Old Boy of the 
College, Michael Ianniello, is 
offering a 15% discount off  
custom mouthguards to all  
SPC students.  
 

Anthony Calavassy—Head of Secondary Sport 

SENIOR SCHOOL SUMMER SPORTS PRESENTATION EVENINGS  
 

Parents and boys are advised that the Senior School Summer Sports Presentation Evenings are scheduled to take place at the following 
venues and times: 
 

Secondary Basketball Presentation Evening -   7.15pm –  Gymnasium    Wednesday 4 April 
 

Secondary Baseball Presentation Evening -    7.15pm –  Hall      Thursday 5 April 
Secondary Cricket Presentation Evening -    7.15pm –  Gymnasium    Thursday 5 April 
Secondary Swimming Presentation Evening -   7.15pm –  Robson Auditorium  Thursday 5 April  

 

Please note that the Swimming Presentation Evening had to be moved forward a night due to a clash with NSWCIS Swimming  
Championships. 
 

There is a clear expectation that all students involved in these activities will be in attendance dressed in their full College Summer  
Uniform. 
 

The College requests that no car park in Hydebrae Street (which runs at ninety degrees from Francis Street and the Senior Library) at 
any time.  Its narrowness makes resident parking difficult and non-resident parking can present a safety risk by preventing the access of 
emergency vehicles. The College tennis courts will be available for some on-site parking on a 'first come, first served' basis.  
Entrance to the tennis courts is from the driveway in Fraser Street and motorists are asked to park their vehicle next to another 
vehicle in a close fashion so that we can make available the greatest possible number of parking spaces. 
 

SUPPORTER’S DUTY 
 

A reminder that Years 5 and 6 have been designated supporter’s duty on Saturday 5 May. All boys are to report to the Powell Pavilion 
between 1.00 and 1.15pm to have their names marked off. Once this has been completed, boys will move to SPC No. 3 to support the 
College 1st XI and await further instructions. Boys will be dismissed at the conclusion of the 1st XV game, approximate time is 4.50pm. 
 

Steve Fochesato—Director of Co-curricular 

http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport

