
 

 

 

 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

As you read this first editorial of the Especean for this year, our 
full College student body will have just completed their first day. 
It is so good to see all of the boys after the summer holidays.  
I offer a warm welcome to all, especially to families who are 
joining the College community for the first time. I am sure there 
will be some initial nerves and even perhaps a little anxiety, but 
what I can assure all boys and families of, is a community that is 
ready to embrace you and make you feel at home very quickly.  
I would encourage parents to take advantage of the many 
opportunities to be involved in the life of the College, whether 
that be through attendance at College events, assisting with P&F 
functions or helping out with the myriad co-curricular activities 
that the boys enjoy. Our chief responsibility as teachers and 
support staff is to work with you to produce young men who are 
grounded in their faith and in the tradition of an Edmund Rice 
College and to educate them such that they leave us as confident, 
informed and well-rounded young men for the world. 

 

The College is a busy and vibrant 
place and there is always 
something happening. A glance at 
our calendar will verify this!  
I encourage all parents to ensure 
that they are familiar with dates 
and times for events that will 
occur especially as the next few 
weeks unfold. There are many 
parent information evenings in the 
coming weeks, to which we ask 
all parents to attend. These 
evenings provide the opportunity 
for us to deliver important 
information to you but equally 
they represent an avenue for 
establishing and continuing good 
communication mechanisms 

between home and school. We pride ourselves on our 
relationships with each other and these require reinforcement and 
face-to-face meetings in order for them to be nurtured and grown. 
Meeting with your son’s Year Coordinator and homeroom 
Teacher gives parents a first contact with the College. I look 
forward to meeting many parents at these events in the coming 
weeks.  
 

I trust that the boys 
have had a relaxing 
and refreshing holiday 
break and that they 
return to school keen 
and eager to learn. 
There are many keys 
to success in learning 
and some of them 
include determination, 
dedication and persistence. If boys have a desire to improve and 

set realistic but challenging goals for improvements in their 
learning then they will be making a good start. I commend the 
College Diary to all parents as a resource for both boys and 
yourselves. There is a section in the back of the Diary on goal 
setting. It would be a good exercise for you to discuss with your 
son in the opening week what goals he has for his learning this 
term and this year and to commit those to writing. Please use the 
Diary as a means of communication between teachers and home.  
 

As always, our expectations are that boys will be well-mannered, 
serious about their faith, will try their best with their school work 
and work hard at it, will think of the ‘other’ especially those on 
the margins and that they will treat everyone they meet with 
dignity and respect. In addition, a St Patrick’s boy comes to 
school proudly wearing the College uniform and is groomed 
according to the Conditions of Enrolment. The discipline of 
dressing for a day at school sends a signal about belonging  
to a group – a group that he is proud to say he belongs to.  
These expectations are 
a reflection of what we 
trust are also in practice 
in your own homes. 
Our high standards are 
part of what makes our 
College the remarkable 
place that it is.  
 

Be assured that we will 
do all we can to make 
your son’s year with us 
a life-giving and positive experience. I am excited and energised 
by the year ahead. If you are new to the College please do not be 
shy in introducing yourself – I look forward to meeting as many 
new families as possible in the coming weeks. I pray for the good 
health and wellbeing of each boy in our care as we commence 
2018. 
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 
 
 
 
 
Craig Wattam 
Principal 
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It is expected that all students’ belongings/clothing, etc 
MUST BE CLEARLY LABELLED appropriately e.g. 
Joshua Smith NOT Joshua. As we are a BYOD College, 
with so many devices, it is imperative that all items are 
labelled. Students will be notified via their email to collect 
lost labelled items from the College Reception. All items 
that are not labelled and have been in Lost Property for a 
significant time will be removed at the conclusion of the 
Term and they will either go to the Uniform Shop to be 
resold as “Second Hand” items or a designated charity. 
 

The College cannot be responsible for any lost property 
especially for unlabelled items. 



 

 

I take this opportunity to formally introduce myself to the St Patrick’s community that has, 
over the last few days, welcomed me with warmth and generosity. What a pleasure it has 

been to meet so many fantastic families. I thank you all for your kindness and wish you all the best for 2018. I look forward to working 
with you in the coming months. 
 

As I reflect on my own new beginning, I am mindful that a very significant journey has begun for our new Year 5 students and their 
families too. I said to the boys on Tuesday morning that the relationships they begin to forge this year will, in many cases, be with them 
for life. St Patrick’s seems to me to be a particular kind of place: the more you become part of it, the more it becomes part of you.  
I encourage those families new to the community to take advantage of every opportunity this year offers. 
 

To our returning Year 6 students and their families, a very warm welcome back. I hope you will bear with me while I learn the ropes of 
what it means to be a St Patrick’s person. Feel free to offer a word of advice when you see me around! 
 

All Year 5 and 6 boys will by now have received their College diary, which you may notice has been redesigned for 2018. I encourage 
you to ask your sons for a guided tour through the diary as it contains a great deal of helpful information. Commendations and  
infringements have been updated, and there are of course sections regarding enrolment and technology that require your signature so 
please take the time very soon to discuss and complete the relevant sections. 
 

I am looking forward to meeting many more families at Junior School functions and events. In the meantime, my intention is to spend as 
much time with your sons in their classrooms focusing on learning as I can. I have been impressed by the Junior School teachers in our 
first days of working together and I am grateful to be part of such a team. 
 

In 2018, I hope and pray that we will become increasingly aware of the many graces given to us by our loving God. May our journey 
together, in the spirit of Edmund Rice, bring us closer to the four touchstones that underpin life at St Patrick’s. God bless you, and 
again, my deep thanks to you all. 
 

Ben Munday—Director of Junior School 

A very big welcome to our new Year 5 students and parents. I hope all students had a  
wonderful holiday. This week is extremely busy for all Junior School students.  

 

Trials tomorrow are during school time and all boys will finish in time to go home at 3.10pm.  
On Thursday boys in Basketball, Tennis and Softball will trial for summer sport teams. Boys trialling for 
tennis will need a racquet. Boys who are trialling for Cricket will do so on Saturday from 8.00—10.00am 
in the Fatima nets. Grading for Basketball will take place also on Saturday from 8.00—10.00am on the 
outside courts. All parents are asked to purchase sporting uniforms only after their sons have been placed  
in a team. 
 

  UPCOMING DATES 
  Monday 5 February-  Training for most teams 
  Tuesday 6 February-  Swimming time trials 
  Saturday 10 February-  Round One IPSHA 
  Tuesday 13 February-  Junior School Swimming Carnival Auburn Aquatic Centre.  
 

Congratulations to Markus Parinetto and Alex Conti who represented the state at the recent Pacific 
School Games. Both boys performed exceptionally well with Markus placing 4th and 5th in his diving 
finals the highest ranked boy representing NSW. 
 

Grant Andrews—Junior School Sportsmaster 

 

 
 
Welcome back to 2018! We wish you a year filled with hope and peace, and we look forward to deepening our communal relationship 
with God and each other at all times. Fr Jack is still in recovery but is doing well. We hope to see him next term. He sends his best  
wishes to the whole St Patrick’s College community. 
 

As always, everybody is invited to join us at Friday morning Masses in the Chapel from 8.15am throughout the year (these will continue 
without Fr Jack). The first one will be held this week on 2 February.  
 

These Masses will be led this term by the respective Year groups as listed below, but ALL are welcome at any time.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us whenever you can. These Masses are a great expression of our community. 
 

Gillian Daley—Director of Identity 

Invitation to All - Friday Masses 

2 February Led by Staff 

9 February No Friday morning Mass due to the Opening Mass for all staff and students 

16 February No Friday morning Mass due to the Secondary Swimming Carnival 

23 February Year 12 

2 March Year 10 

9 March Year 9 

16 March Year 7 

23 March Year 11 

30 March Good Friday - No Mass 

6 April Year 6 

13 April Year 8 



 

 

2017 Higher School Certificate Results 
 

Last year, one hundred and sixty-four Year 12 St Patrick’s College students sat the  
New South Wales Higher School Certificate in thirty-three courses. There were many highlights and outstanding results attained by the 
Class of 2017. The following points illustrate just a few: 
 

 College Dux for 2017 is Frank Malfitano, who received an ATAR of 99.55 and Nicholas McFadden is Proxime Accessit with an 
ATAR of 98.95 

 

 Eighty students made the meritorious Distinguished Achievers List one hundred and sixty-one times, having attained marks of 
90% or more in various courses 

 

 Three students were placed on the State’s All-Rounders List, each having placed on the Distinguished Achiever s List for  
courses totalling 10 or more units: Mitchell Devine, with and ATAR of 98.30 and seven merit listings; Frank Malfitano with six 
merit listings; and Samuel Mathieson with an ATAR of 97.70 and five merit listings 

 

 Nicholas McFadden made the Top Achievers List, placing eighth in the State in Studies of Religion I  
 

 Thirty-five boys attained an ATAR of 90+. Many students achieved a high ATAR and made the Distinguished Achievers List in 
a number of courses. For example: Luke Baricevic, ATAR 97.25 and four merit listings; Baxter Brown, ATAR 95.80 and two 
merit listings; Gabriel De Palo, ATAR 96.25 and two merit listings; Matthew Harrington, ATAR 96.40 and three merit listings; 
Conor Murphy, ATAR 97.25 and three mer it listings; Michael Restifo, ATAR 95.20 and three mer it listings;  
Jacob Sassine, ATAR 98.45 and five mer it listings; Jackson Smith, ATAR 97.05 and two mer it listings; and  
Alexander Vellar, ATAR 96.10 and five merit listings 

 

 Matthew Miceli was selected by the NSW Education Standards Author ity to showcase his Visual Ar ts major  works at the 
ARTEXPRESS exhibition 

 

 In 29 out of 33 (82%) courses examined, the College examination average was above that of the State examination average.  
Fifteen courses had a school vs State variation greater than five. For example, courses with a College candidature greater or 
equal to twelve and a school vs State variation greater than five include: Biology 8.00 above the State average; Business Studies 
7.32 above; Construction  6.00 above; English Standard 5.86 above; Geography 5.11 above; Industrial Technology 14.72 above; 
Legal Studies 10.47 above; Mathematics General 2 11.52 above; Mathematics 7.69 above; Modern History 5.92 above;  
PD/Health/PE 10.41 above; Physics 7.53 above; Senior Science 8.06 above; and Studies of Religion II (2 unit) 5.92 above the 
State average 

 

 Six courses had no students below Band 4: Engineering Studies, Legal Studies, Music 1, Music 2, Senior Science and  
Visual Arts. In addition, five extension courses had no students below Band E3: English Extension 1, History Extension,  
Italian Extension, Mathematics Extension 1 and Mathematics Extension 2 

 

 There were fourteen courses where the percentage representation of students with a mark of 90% or above, i.e., Band 6 or E4, 
was greater than that of the State. Many courses were significantly greater. For example, in Biology 24.32% of College  
candidates attained a Band 6 compared to 11.93% for the State; in Business Studies 19.40% compared to 8.15%; in Construction 
15.38% compared to 1.57%; in Economics 25.00% compared to 14.46%; in History Extension 60.00% compared to 21.61%; in 
Industrial Technology 36.36% compared to 5.63%; in Legal Studies 44.00% compared to 12.89%; in Mathematics General 2 
19.76% compared to 6.79%; in Mathematics 37.73% compared to 23.47%; in Modern History 15.15% compared to 9.19%; in 
Music 1 33.33% compared to 20.35%; in PD/Health/PE 17.30% compared to 8.82%; in Physics 24.24% compared to 10.69%; 
and in Visual Arts 15.78% of College candidates attained a Band 6 compared to 12.68% for the State 

 

 Similarly, there were twenty-nine courses where the percentage representation of students in the two highest performance bands, 
i.e., Bands 5/E3 and 6/E4, were greater than that of the State. Many courses were significantly greater. For example, in Biology 
67.56% of College candidates performed in the two top bands compared to 39.28% for the State; in Business Studies 59.69% 
compared to 36.14%; in Construction 38.45% compared to 13.27%; in English Standard 29.41% compared to 15.91%; in English 
Advanced 77.89% compared to 63.64%; in Geography 70.83% compared to 41.90%; in Industrial Technology 66.63% compared 
to 22.30%; in Legal Studies 84.00% compared to 43.61%; in Mathematics General 2 59.29% compared to 25.49%; in  
Mathematics 83.01% compared to 53.48%; in Mathematics Extension 1 100% compared to 81.60%; in Mathematics Extension 2 
100% compared to 84.00%; in Modern History 60.60% compared to 38.82%; in History Extension 100% compared to 79.62%; 
in Music 1 100% compared to 65.22%; in PD/Health/PE 65.37% compared to 30.56%; in Physics 60.60% compared to 33.80%; 
in Senior Science 53.84% compared to 24.10%; in Studies of Religion II 82.14% compared to 46.47%; and in Visual Arts 
69.22% of College candidates performed in the two top bands compared to 54.57% for the State. 

 

Bearing in mind that the College is an academically non-selective comprehensive boys’ school, the 2017 HSC results are excellent.  
St Patrick’s College is a school where ordinary boys achieve extraordinary things. 
 

2018 Assessment Information 
Parents and boys should note that the assessment handbooks and calendars for 2018 are currently being compiled by the Studies  
Coordinators. As in previous years, when completed, the 2018 assessment information will be posted on Canvas. Please note that  
Year 12 were issued with their HSC Assessment Handbook at the commencement of fourth term last year. 
 

Michael Cutrupi—Director of Curriculum 

Curriculum  

Night Patrol Donations 
 

Thank-you to everybody who has been donating food for Night Patrol! The donations in the holidays were terrific! 
Everybody on the roster was sent a new email about a slight change to the roster yesterday. Please check this before your  
next donation. 
Everybody is also being sent a reminder email a couple of days before their rostered day. 
Unfortunately, with every email sent quite a number bounce back. If you are not getting emails regarding Night Patrol and you are  
definitely on the roster could you send your correct email address to christina.jenson@spc.nsw.edu.au 

mailto:christina.jenson@spc.nsw.edu.au


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To ensure the safety of members of our community and in consideration of our neighbours, all parents are asked to comply with the 
following request when dropping off and picking up students before and after school. Between the hours of 8.00am and 4.00pm the only 
place where students can be picked up and/or dropped off is along the Edgar Street ‘Kiss & Drop’ area on 
the western end of the Junior School Westcourt Library. 
 

Kiss & Ride zones provide: 
 

 Drivers the opportunity to stop their vehicle within close proximity to the College gates on the  
corner of Fraser & Edgar Street. 

 Students the opportunity to enter the school premises without having to cross roads or driveways. 
 

For the safety of all drivers, passengers and pedestrians please:  
 

 Approach the “Kiss & Ride” zone from Shortland Avenue, up Fraser Street and then around the bend to the end of the  
‘Kiss & Drop’ zone on Edgar Street. 

 Do not ‘double park’ or stand your vehicle in this zone from 8.00am – 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00pm. 
 Enter or disembark from the vehicle as close as possible to the top of the zone. Entering and disembarking from vehicles along 

Fraser Street is not to occur in order to best enhance traffic flow. 
 Ensure that the driver does not alight from the vehicle while in the zone. 
 Ensure that passengers enter and disembark from the vehicle via the KERB side door, preferably the rear door. Items should not 

be collected from the boot. 
 In the afternoon if your son is not there you are required to move off, do a lap of the block and join the end of the queue.  
 No student is to be dropped off on Fraser St or Merley Rd during above times. 
 

Please note: Parents dr iving to the College are asked not to park in Hydebrae St (the street that runs perpendicular  to Francis 
St). 

Kiss & Drop Procedure 

 
Parents should note that the new arrangements for the College Canteen are now in operation.  

The canteen will open from 7.00am with a breakfast menu.  
 

Students can place their order, including those with special dietary requirements, via the following options: 
 

At the counter. (Note that EFTPOS facilities are now available for students, with no minimum transaction amount).  
Flexi-Schools (online ordering) will continue to be available and can be setup via the following link:  
http://www.flexischools.com.au/ForParents/HowItWorks.aspx.  
 

Attached to this weeks’ Especean is a copy of the new Canteen Menu for your perusal.  

College Canteen 

YEAR 5 FIRST DAY AT ST PAT’S 

http://www.flexischools.com.au/ForParents/HowItWorks.aspx


 

 

SATURDAY 3 FEBRUARY 2018 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  
Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

CRICKET 

1st XI v St. Stanislaus College 10.00 Breen Oval 
2nd XI v St Andrew's Cathedral 10.00 St Andrew’s Oval 
3rd XI v Redfield College 10.00 SPC 2 
16A v Sydney Boys HIgh 1.30 Moore Park West 1 
15A v Oakhill 8.00 Meadowbank Park 10 
15B v Bye    

14A v West Ryde 8.00 Meadowbank Park 8 
14B v Concord Briars 8.00 Upjohn Park 
13A v Oakhill 8.00 ELS Hall Park 
13B v Bye     

BASEBALL 

1st IX v Thornleigh 8.30 Oakleigh Oval 1 

2nd IX v Stealers 8.30 Major’s Bay Reserve 1 

16A v Stealers 8.15 Golden Jubilee 9 

14A v Stealers 11.00 Golden Jubilee 

 
 

Term One 
Welcome to the new school year and to the second half of summer sport  
season. A very busy Term One will see the end of the summer season, the ISA 
Swimming Carnival, both Secondary House Swimming and Athletics  
Carnivals and finally the commencement of the Football, Rugby and Tennis 
winter sports. Students and parents are required to regularly check the  
information published in the Especean, website and the daily announcements 
to make sure they understand the details of all these events. 
 

A special welcome to the new Year 7 students, some of whom will play  
their first game of Senior sport in the coming weeks. Any boy who has not 
signed up for Year 7 Cricket is still welcome to play. The short Year 7 Cricket  
competition is a fantastic opportunity to get involved in College sport  
with your mate in a fun yet competitive environment. For those not playing  
Cricket, winter trials will commence towards the end of March. Parents  
of Year 7 students are to note that training finishes at 4.55pm in the  
secondary school. 
 

Uniform and attendance 
All boys should be well aware of where their team is playing each week and 
be correctly attired for their match. Boys attending fixtures in support are also 
reminded to wear their supporter’s shirt and College shorts/tracksuit. If boys 
wish to wear a hat for sun protection, only the Black College cap or White 
Greg Chappell style hat is to be worn. 
 

Any request for leave from training or games should be directed to  
Mr Fochesato or me in writing in advance. 
 

Congratulations 
We congratulate Harry Manenti for being part of the runners-up ‘Cricket  
Australia XI’ side who competed last December in the Under 19’s Cricket 
Australia National Championship.  
 

Thank you to Mr Simpson, Mr Milheiro, Mr Mackie and Mr Chase who  
travelled with the First XI Cricket Squad to compete in the bi-annual Christian 
Brothers Cricket Week. By all reports the boys represent themselves, family 
and the College with great pride. After being undefeated in five previous 
matches earlier in the week, The First XI Cricketers returned from the 39th 
Christian Brothers Cricket Week as runners-up in the Shield Division, losing 
to a talented St Joseph’s Gregory Terrace side in the Final. 
Well done to all who travelled to Brisbane! 
 

Anthony Calavassy—Head of Secondary Sport 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I am pleased inform the College community of a new initiative aimed to  
address a number of requests the College has received in recent years  
regarding a “supporter’s jacket”. Below you will find AJ Raheb (Class of 2015)  
modelling a jacket designed to cater to the SPC supporters who stand on the sidelines 
in the cold winter months. These jackets come in both a women’s and men’s cut, 
are extremely durable and are tailored to keep you very warm.  
Please note the following details: 
 

MicroFlex Dry Shell apparel is designed for extreme comfort during  
active movement. 
Engineered to provide maximum stretch, MicroFlex™ apparel provide superior  
performance. Its unique 4-way stretch fabric, MicroFlex™ provides ultimate comfort 
and flexibility. 
 

Super lightweight, MicroFlex™ is enhanced with a water repellent, anti-spill  
treatment to deliver outerwear apparel for all seasons. 
 

4-way stretch design 

100% water proof 

Comfortable for all day wear 

Bonded fleece technology 
 

A sample of the jacket will be left on display in the College Uniform Shop. I would 
encourage any interested parent, grandparent, Old Boy or adult sibling interested in 
purchasing a SPC Supporter’s Jacket to visit the Uniform Shop to “size-up” prior to  
15 February 2018 so that the garments can be prepared by mid-May next year .  
 

Steve Fochesato—Director of Co-curricular 

SPC Supporter’s Jackets 

BASKETBALL 

1st V v Central Coast Grammar 1.00 SPC Gym 

17A v Central Coast Grammar 12.00 SPC Gym 

17B v St Pius 10.00 Auburn 2 

17C v Chevalier College 1.00 Auburn 2 

17D v St Pius 2.00 Oxford Falls Gym 2 

17Black v Oakhill 11.00 Oakhill Gym (CSC) 2 

15A v Central Coast Grammar 11.00 SPC Gym 

15B v St Pius 10.00 Auburn 1 

15C v Chevalier College 1.00 Auburn 1 

15D v St Pius 9.00 Oxford Falls Gym 1 

14A v Central Coast Grammar 10.00 SPC Gym 

14B v St Pius 9.00 Auburn 2 

14C v Chevalier College 12.00 Auburn 2 

14D v St Pius 9.00 Oxford Falls Gym 2 

14 Black v Oxley College 11.00 Auburn 2 

13A v Central Coast Grammar 9.00 SPC Gym 

13B v St Pius 9.00 Auburn 1 

13C v Chevalier College 12.00 Auburn 1 

13D v St Pius 9.00 Oxford Falls Gym 3 

13 Black v Oxley College 11.00 Auburn 1 

13 Gold v Oxley College 9.00 Auburn 3 

http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport
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