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Introduction and Purpose 

The College recognises that most students possess mobile devices (e.g. phones, iPads, Apple Watches), which 

vary in their sophistication and can be improperly used, lost or damaged and must therefore be effectively 

managed. This policy should be read in conjunction with the College’s Social Media Policy/ IT Agreement and 

the College reserves the right to enforce consequences if a student’s actions are deemed to be in breach of both 

documents.  

In general, mobile devices are a useful way for family members to keep in touch.  As a general rule, the College 

does not consider mobile devices to be a substitute for a designated learning device such as a desktop computer, 

BYOD laptop, Surface Pro.  The law prohibits the use of devices for taking photos or videos of anyone without 

their permission and expressly forbids the use of cameras in change rooms and toilets. 

Implementation 

The College takes no responsibility for a mobile device on its premises or excursions.  Families are advised that 

the College expects that if boys bring mobile devices to school or on excursions they do so with the full knowledge 

and authority of their parents.  Parents are therefore advised to take appropriate measures to insure such mobile 

devices against loss, damage or theft.   

It is College policy that students are discouraged from bringing mobile devices to school or on excursions, unless 

they are necessary for student safety.  The College recognizes that with many students travelling considerable 

distances to and from the College, with often irregular bus and train transport, it is important for the safety of the 

students that they have the capacity to contact their parents, or other family members, in an emergency. 

 

 

 



 

 

ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE, STRATHFIELD 
STUDENT USAGE OF MOBILE DEVICES POLICY 
& PROCEDURE 
 

 

2 
 

Procedures  

If students do bring a mobile device to school, it must be turned off or set to flight mode between arrival and 

3:10pm. Students may use their mobile device after this time to communicate with their parents/guardians. 

Ordinarily a device would be secured in a student’s locker or in their College backpack. On occasions, such as 

excursions, they may carry their device in their pocket. Mobile devices may not be used during the course of a 

normal timetabled school day, including before school, at Recess and at Lunch times to make or receive calls 

and SMS, recording of video and audio, taking photographs, listening to music, playing games, using social media 

apps or accessing the internet.  The only exception to this is when students are instructed to contact their parent/ 

guardian regarding variations to scheduled events or, under direct teacher supervision, they may use their device 

for a specific learning activity. Boys found to have mobile devices switched “on”, using devices to ‘hotspot’ laptops 

to external data sources, bypassing the College’s network, or used in anyway deemed inappropriate by College 

staff or supervising adult can expect to have their device immediately confiscated.   

The confiscated device will be placed in the school safe at the College Finance Office during the day. The teacher 

will issue an Infringement Slip in the student’s diary and record it on SENTRAL. A parent / guardian will be notified 

by the College’s Enrolment Officer that the device has been confiscated. The device can be retrieved by the 

student at the end of the day.  The student will sign the register indicating that the device has been returned. 

On the second occasion that the device is confiscated the above actions will be implemented and the student will 

be issued with a College Detention by the Year Coordinator.  

On the third occasion the device is confiscated it will be placed in the school safe at the College Finance Office 

during the day. A parent / guardian will be notified by the Enrolment Officer that the device has been confiscated. 

The notification will also indicate that the device can be retrieved by the parent at their earliest convenience after 

the conclusion of the school day and a meeting with the student’s Year Coordinator is required. The student will 

be issued a College Community Service Detention. The parent will sign the register indicating that the device has 

been returned. 

Mobile devices should not be taken to camps and retreats unless approval is given by the College.  If approval is 

granted, students should seek permission from a supervising staff member prior to using the device.  

If a student is ill, they should report to their Year Coordinator or the College Sick Bay, who will evaluate the 

situation and contact parents or guardians by the College telephone.  Students should not independently contact 

parents about an illness or any incident, without going through the Office or a teacher.  The duty of care the 

College has with all students requires that messages to parents go through College staff. 

 

 


