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Front Cover
Homeward bound, Joshua Roberts (Year 6) 
leads the charge!

Back Cover
1.  Joseph, aka Nicolas Di Cecco (Year 12),  

in his technicolour dreamcoat.

2. Thomas Ma (Year 9) mid-rally.

3.  Drew Beacom (Year 12) within the ‘Sea of 
Hands’ during Reconciliation Week.

4.  Sean Mitrovits (Year 12) working on a test 
piece for his Major Work.

5.  Year 12 students Christopher Randall & 
Samuel Mathieson on their way to class.

6.  First XI player, Alessio Incampo (Year 11) 
saves the day!

7.  William Hanna (Year 5) during the 
Performing Arts Showcase.

8.  Luke Pegum (Year 6) in character as  
Bilbo Baggins, during Book Week.

9.  Alexander Turner Jensen, Jake Milligan & 
Michael Bejjani (all Year 7) warm up with a 
hot chocolate before the Winter Sleepout.

10.  Two heads are better than one: Nicholas 
Tandiono (Year 10) & Shivaal Maharaj 
(Year 6) during an IST lesson.

11.  Hayden Ling (Year 7), always hard  
to tackle. 

12.  Close encounters of the floral kind.  
Year 5 students Oscar Arnold-Auland,  
Jack Dinham & Jack Fague during a 
Science lesson.2 
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Dear Community of St Patrick’s College,
Welcome to the second edition of Lucerna for 
2017. In penning this opening piece for the 
publication the challenge is not what to write, 
but more so what I must leave out, such is the 
vitality of life here at the College. 

I would like to start by taking this opportunity to 
acknowledge two long-standing staff members 
of the College. Mr Jim Walters has served as the 
Director of the Junior School for the past twenty 
one years and has been a member of the College 
staff for twenty four years. Countless young boys 
and their families have had their introduction to St 
Patrick’s under the steady hand of Jim. He is often 
cited as being instrumental in a new boy feeling 
so welcomed and easily enculturated into life at 
St Patrick’s. I know many parents are incredibly 
grateful to Jim for his gentle, sensitive and 
pastoral approach that is matched with a healthy 
dose of humour and measured expectation. Jim 
leaves a very strong legacy here and we wish him 
all the very best with his next adventures. 

In a similar vein, Mr Colin Liversidge, our College 
Business Manager will complete his role as Director 
of Business Services at the end of this year. 
However, Colin will not be leaving us for the time 
being as he has agreed to stay on at St Patrick’s 
in 2018 in a part-time capacity before retiring. The 
College is financially very secure and the place is in 
very good shape due to Colin’s good planning and 
careful stewardship. Colin is so well respected in 
his field that many other schools frequently call on 
him for advice, as does EREA. We owe Colin a huge 
debt of gratitude for ensuring our financial stability 
and the enviable position we are in, particularly in 
uncertain times of funding for the future.  

Our chief priority is the learning of every boy in every 
classroom. Staff have been targeting assessment 
and student feedback as areas for investigation, 
to enhance further learning opportunities for boys. 
We are encouraging our students to self-assess, to 
modify the strategies they use in their own learning, 
and to be actively engaging with feedback to provide 
the ‘what next’ responses in their learning. These 
particular approaches come from our Learning 
Framework which we are embedding in teaching 
programmes, and in the lexicon of both staff and 
students on a daily basis.

In support of the learning that takes place in the 
classroom, we offer a wide array of co-curricular 
opportunities. Our College is usually open every 
day and most evenings each week, with one 
activity or another. Our debating teams have 
done exceptionally well this year, with our Year 
12A team taking out the competition and being 
awarded the Michael Robson Shield, the last time 
our senior team won the debating shield was 
in 1974! We also proudly boast that we are the 
winners of the Senior Aggregate Shield due to the 
best overall performance of all our senior teams.

Our Drama Department recently presented a 
performance of Lord of the Flies to great acclaim. 
This was superbly performed by a cast of boys 
from across the years. The sporting life of our 
College continues to go from strength to strength 
with our stand-out winter sports being Tennis 
and Football. A recent tour to South America 
gave two staff members  and a squad of sixteen 
boys the opportunity to train and play in not only 
stunning physical environments, but also in an 
atmosphere and culture where football is revered!

In the Term 2 holiday break I was fortunate to 
join one of our Immersion groups to Papua New 
Guinea. I spent twelve days with twelve Year 11 
boys and four other members of staff in East 
New Britain at the Edmund Rice Life Training 
Centre. What a privilege it was to learn from the 
young men who call this place home and who 
learn skills in welding, carpentry and agriculture. 
The work of the Christian Brothers and the 
assistance St Patrick’s has provided over many 
years is a testament to the relationship we 
have with this group. We take away from these 
experiences so much more than we give, and 
I cannot begin to do justice to the profound 
impact that these opportunities provide to our 
boys (and indeed the adults) for our own lives.

If we are to live the message of the Gospel and 
to give witness to the selflessness of Blessed 
Edmund then an immersion experience like the 
one to PNG often provides the impetus for us to 
continue to ask the question of ourselves: what can 
I do to make a difference in the world? The Four 
Touchstones of an Edmund Rice education are 
palpable when one is literally immersed in another 
culture so rich, rewarding and equally challenging. 
Our call to action is on our doorstep. With PNG as 
one of our nearest neighbours our just response 
can only be one of service and subsidiarity. 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever.

Craig Wattam 
Principal

The PNG Immersion group with their buddies  
during their visit to the organic hot springs of Rabaul.

Engaged in learning:  
Eden Gittany, Daniel Boghos  
& Ethan Simmons (Year 7).

College Business Manager, Mr Liversidge.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

After twenty one years, 
we farewell Mr Walters. 
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On Friday 28 July, the 12A debating team took the stage against St 
Patrick’s Marist College, Dundas in the Catholic Schools Debating 
Association Grand Final. The team consisted of the bona fide Matthew 
Harrington, the incredibly lucid Conor Murphy and the show-stopping 
Andrew Clark, three young men who would stop at nothing to return 
the Michael Robson Shield to its home in the College vestibule.

In a cramped, stuffy room at Christian Brothers, Lewisham, the SPC 
crowd witnessed a shaky start, with a confusing topic and a confident 
delivery from the first speaker of Dundas. Hearts were held in throats 
as Matthew Harrington strode up to the mark to convey his reply and 
begin SPC’s argument.

From there, speaker after speaker, the crowd became even more 
convinced of the Strathfield lads' argument; a style of debating that 
was fresh and exciting while thought-provoking and effective. Each 
boy tore arguments to shreds whilst delivering their own striking 
points. As I watched on in awe as the boys slithered in and out of 
conversational tone to a destructive debating stance, it symbolised 
the progress we have made as a team from Year 7 until now. 

The SPC boys ended up taking the win, returning the CSDA Michael 
Robson Shield for Senior Debating to the College after a period of 43 
years. In addition to this, we also secured the Senior Aggregate Shield, 
which is for the most wins of any team in Years 11-12 during the 
preliminary round. I have no doubt in my mind that this team, either 
A or B, could take on any high school debating team in Australia and 
successfully convince an audience of anything.

The season was a culmination of learning through experience. We 
learnt that debating is not about talking, but rather communicating. 
The core purpose of the sport is realised when one learns to utilise 
the physical attributes of their body just as much as the mental: 
smile, gesture, pause, elucidate, explain, examine. The development 
of the Year 12 team as a unit has not been due to the success of any 
particular individual, despite the fact that some of the finest debaters 
in SPC’s history move within their ranks. The success of this brilliant 
team has come about as a result of teamwork, logic and a general 
determination to look as relaxed as possible.

Endless thanks must go towards our coach, Ms Jane Sulis who turned 
a ragtag bunch of ambitious boys into remarkable and unquestionable 
young men. Thanks must also go to all our past coaches who have 
helped shaped us; and of course Ms Zantis, our Debating MIC who 
has seen us grow over the years to be where we are today. And then 
of course to our parents, thank you for your continual support of the 
boys, driving to Timbuktu and back even when your son may not be  
on stage. 

To any debater throughout the ranks of SPC, please enjoy the rest of 
your years here. Surprisingly, I would give anything to feel the painful 
losses and the achingly long nights if it meant one more moment with 
my team. At the end of the day, it’s not the arguments missed or the 
sudden mishaps that define you, it’s the memories you share with 
your team.

Mitchell Dunne
Debating Captain

This term, the Annual Ryde Music Eisteddfod has seen a number of 
students from across the years represent the College in both Choral 
and Instrumental Ensemble Divisions, and despite the challenging 
competition, we had some very pleasing results.

The Senior Saxophone Ensemble and Secondary School Drumline 
received 1st Place. The Junior Percussion Ensemble and Junior Brass 
Ensemble received 2nd Place. The Chamber Ensemble and the Blue 
Black & Gold Big Band received 3rd Place. In addition, various SPC 
Music Ensembles received a further six Highly Commended awards.

We received further success when the College Wind Ensemble recently 
competed in the NSW State Band Championships, winning the Open D 
Grade Division. Congratulations to all boys on the way they performed 
and represented the College. 

Derek Rose
Bandmaster

During the holidays, eighteen boys from Years 9 and 10 teamed up to 
participate in the annual Science and Engineering Challenge run by the 
University of Newcastle. The challenge is a nationwide STEM outreach 
programme, aimed at inspiring students to consider a future career in 
the respective Science and Engineering fields and to allow students 
to explore aspects of these industries not normally exposed to in a 
normal school environment.

We  were divided into eight groups and were each assigned an activity 
for either the full day, or two smaller, half-day activities. These ranged 
from pragmatic bridge constructions, engineered chairs and electrically 
powering cities to building rovers for Mars and sending communications 
using fibre optic rods.

After many hours of dedication, hard work, theorising and developing 
prototypes, we regrouped and finished off the day by viewing the 
successes and failures involved with the testing of the bridges.  
At the end of the event, our scores were added up, and compared to  
the achievements of the other participating schools. Much to our 
content, the SPC team was ranked first overall, thus receiving the plaque 
for first place and an invitation to take part in the State Final.

Christopher Farag
Year 10 Student

Ours at last!

Science & Engineering Challenge

Victorious Year 12 debaters with coach Ms Sulis, 
adjudicator Mr Robson & Debating MIC Ms Zantis.

Budding Engineers: Patrick Braithwaite & 
Christian Semaan during the Challenge.

RYDING THE WAVE 
TO SUCCESS

2017 State Band Championship Open D Grade winners. 
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Returning home to my family and my warm comfortable bed, all I could 
think of was how thankful I felt having just undergone a once in a lifetime 
opportunity on immersion in PNG. Despite my initial sense of uncertainty, 
I am so glad that I put up my hand and volunteered to be a part of this 
wonderful experience.

From the moment we landed in PNG with the extreme humidity and almost 
non-existent road rules, we were met with open arms and an innate sense 
of happiness that would easily help us to adapt into this vastly different 
culture. Being driven around in the back of a truck on roads full of potholes, 
being waved to and welcomed by every passerby, experiencing the most 
unbelievable views whether it be from the Mount Mother climb or over the 
amazing Rabaul Harbour, and the constant friendliness of the people all 
helped our immersion group feel both comfortable and more thoroughly 
enriched for the experience. 

It was through the time spent with the Vuvu boys and local people in 
Iawakaka that we understood the true values and virtues of PNG culture; 
no constant fixation on material items that we see in our world today. Their 
ability to create meaning in their lives such as growing and selling food to 
support both their families and school or their appreciation of having their 
friends and family around them truly taught us how important it is for us to 
be thankful for the things we take for granted in our own lives.

Witnessing the Vuvu boys value simple things like running water or a new 
jersey humbled us; at mealtimes they sat in silence to show their gratitude 
for the food they were eating - a unique experience for us. The way they 
were so appreciative of the skills they had learnt enabling them to live off 
the land and their willingness to share these with us reiterated the simple 
fact that giving back to others is the key to love and happiness.

When I left I thought I would come home feeling lucky for what I have and 
feeling sorry for the people of PNG, but I found myself coming home with 
an understanding and a different perspective.  I now feel somewhat sad 
that we can often miss the essence of being human, with all the ‘things’ we 
have in our lives. Gaining this insight has taught me so many lessons that 
will inspire me and, hopefully, influence my life choices forever.

Isaac Bonney
Year 11 Student

A CHANGE OF Perspective

On top of the world! The group reaches the summit of Mount Mother.

Joseph Taouk 
is welcomed by 
the locals.

Daniel Chalker 
with his buddy 
from Vuvu.

Fashion forward: 
Philip Adam, 
Thomas Kearney 
& Justin Cordi don 
some traditional 
head gear.

Julian Taffa 
makes a 
new friend.
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When we crowded into the Drama room on a Thursday at lunchtime, we had 
no idea how much we would enjoy the Drama Production, Lord of the Flies. 
Fast forward eight weeks and I found myself cheering on a stage covered 
entirely in sand, fake blood plastered to my face whilst throwing the Deputy 
Principal’s son in the air! 

The award-winning play adaption of the novel by William Golding follows 
the experience of a group of British boys who find themselves marooned on 
an island after their plane crashes whilst attempting to escape the horrors 
of World War II. Without adult supervision, it’s not long before order breaks 
down and the boys begin to succumb to their more childish desires: to be 
hunters and become warriors. The story takes a turn for the worse when the 
boys take the ‘games’ too far and kill two of their own. The play tells of the 
need for maturity in today’s youth and the role adults play in their lives. 

During the lead-up to the production, we learnt a lot about theatre and 
acting and used a number of different techniques which we had not tried 
before. With the help of staff: Ms Fisicaro working the lights and sound, Ms 
Benham co-ordinating backstage, Ms Knapman assisting with the props 
and choreography and, of course Ms Duff for ensuring that everything was 
the best it could possibly be, the production was a huge success.

I would also like to commend my fellow cast members, from Years 5 to 
12, in putting in the time and effort to learn their lines and make sure 
their performance was the best they had to offer. I thoroughly enjoyed 
participating in this production and look forward to the next one.

Joseph Tannous
Year 11 Student

As always, the SPC community has been busy working for justice, 
coming together to raise awareness and funds for those in need. It’s 
important for our community to give back to the wider society and show 
genuine compassion for all. The diverse range of justice activities at the 
College allows for a greater impact and helps the students gain a deeper 
understanding of the things that challenge our world.

The recent Winter Sleepout, combined with the College’s Winter Appeal 
brought empathy and goods to the one in two hundred Australians who 
sleep rough each night on the cold Sydney streets. We also took part in 
the Detention for Detention Campaign remembering asylum seekers in 
mandatory detention and the Sea of Hands Project which demonstrated 
our support of genuine reconciliation with Aboriginal Australians.

The Year 10 Justice and Advocacy Forum this term was about growing the 
depth of understanding of the connection between faith and justice, and 
hearing from those who work for justice each day. Another project being 
currently undertaken is the Sustainability Garden, with students growing 
this into the future. The Social Justice Action Group (SJAG) has also been 
hard at work producing the ‘It’s Time’ magazine as well as discussing 
relevant issues within Australia’s justice landscape and has also been 
driving events such as the Fair Trade Stall selling fair trade hot chocolates. 

Suffice to say that Social Justice: advocacy, awareness and action, are all 
alive and well in the St Patrick’s College community. 

Eoin O’Sullivan
Social Justice Prefect 

Faith in  
Action

Drama Showcase
Lord of the Flies

“It’s our island, 
Treasure Island!” 

David Colman 
(Year 12) at 
breaking point.

Antagonist, Thomas Kearney 
(Year 11) ponders the power 
of the conch shell.

Tobias Pickett (Year 11) explains 
his glasses predicament to  
Eoin O’Sullivan (Year 12).

James Herberstein 
(Year 8) turns savage. 

Joseph Tannous 
(Year 11) & 
Thomas Kearney 
(Year 11) during a 
slight altercation.

Zachary Sansone, Joel Morris & Michael Agius 
gather blankets for the Winter Appeal.

Growing into the future: staff & students 
begin work on the Sustainability Garden.
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In Year 7 History this year we have studied College Heritage, Ancient China, 
Ancient Egypt and an overview of the ancient world. We investigated these 
topics to a great extent and were involved in many activities. To assist 
our insight into what we were studying, we went on an excursion to the 
Nicholson Museum at Sydney University and the Maritime Museum. During 
this excursion we acted as archaeologists and were given the opportunity 
to have a hands-on experience with some ancient items. 

Towards the end of the semester, we were given an extension activity 
to create a website on St Patrick’s College Heritage. After many hours 
of research and after consultation with our history teacher, we invited 
former Old Boy and teacher, Br Berg (‘48) to the College with the idea of 
interviewing him and including this on our website. Having spent some time 
preparing our questions we were very excited when the day finally arrived.

With our uniforms well groomed, we waited anxiously on the stairs of the 
Hickey Building to greet Br Berg. After introducing ourselves we made 
our way into the Casey Board Room to begin.  Some of the questions we 
asked were: What could he remember about his days as a student at SPC? 

Recently, the students of St Patrick’s have been exploring the wonderful 
world of mathematics through a myriad of activities. One of the first major 
activities was the Year 9 Accelerated Mathematics Information Night. This 
was an opportunity for parents to gain an insight into the topics their sons 
had covered in the course to date. The evening culminated with the parents 
and their sons completing a quiz designed by some of the students in the 
accelerated class on indices and factors.

The beginning of this term saw the arrival of new equipment for the 
Mathematics Lab. The material was quickly put to use in exploring the 
properties of solids. Liquid was poured from one prism to another and from 
a prism to a corresponding pyramid to reveal the relationship between 
prisms and pyramids. Furthermore, the solids were used to solve problems 
including calculating the increase in the water level after a solid sphere was 
dropped into the given cylinder – Archimedes would be proud!

Students from 7MA1 found the cubes in the Mathematics Lab extremely 
useful to explore the properties of algebraic modelling. They built shapes and 
determined the formula to calculate the number of cubes required to generate 
the next shape in the sequence; solidifying their knowledge of patterns 
and rules. They found that the formula could evaluate the number of cubes 
required to make any of the shapes in any position in the given sequence. 

Year 7 have also completed an assignment for probability to assess the 
composition of a deck of cards and apply this to helping them calculate 
outcomes in a game of Poker. Students played rounds of ten with a minimum 
of seven players and tallied the results of red cards against black, picture cards 

When and why did he decide to become a Christian Brother? What had he 
done since leaving the College? What did he think defined the spirit of St 
Patrick’s? And what is it like having a College House named after him?

After all our questions had been answered, we then escorted Br Berg around the 
school to places like the College vestibule which houses the Honour Boards and 
the new Crichton Building. Brother also met some of the other students in our 
cohort; the Berg boys in particular were pleased to meet their namesake.

The things we learnt on the day were very insightful and took us on a 
journey back to a very different time in the College’s history. It was a 
fabulous experience and an honour to meet this great man. The interview 
was videotaped and will be put on our website for future generations of 
boys to see.

Michael Bejjani, James Hraiki & Steven Dann
Year 7 Students

against non-picture cards; they researched the rules for a game of Poker and 
looked at the probability of each winning hand. When, after playing countless 
hands, a couple of students were lucky enough to be dealt a royal flush, it was 
met with complete awe as all knew that this was a highly unlikely outcome.

Year 8 students have been busy designing an arena that would rival the 
original arena from the Hunger Games. They were given a design brief by 
the Gamemakers (i.e. the teachers) for this task. The design brief included 
specifications about the size of the arena, natural supply of water and 
food, and the number of traps which the contestants would be required to 
navigate and survive. Some of the hazards included wild dogs, poison darts 
and acid rain. Their knowledge of the topics Ratios and Rates, Measurement 
and Percentages, was crucial in answering questions related to blood loss 
rates, the nutritional breakdown of a food found in their terrain, and travel 
graphs on the movements of the character Katniss through their terrain.

Evidencing their naturally inquisitive minds, Year 8 also recently competed in 
a mathematics challenge in which they positively and successfully engaged 
with the materials that stretched their way of thinking and encouraged them 
to use creative approaches to problem solving. The most tactical amongst 
them, as well as the speediest and most effective puzzlers, were rewarded 
with a grand chocolate prize.

Now who says that Mathematics is not exciting?

Nadia Di Lorenzo
Mathematics Teacher

Our College Heritage

Interactive Mathematics

=

+÷−
%

×

Br Berg with Year 7 students: Steven Dann, 
James Hraiki & Michael Bejjani

Br Berg points out some of  
SPC’s past greats.

Br Berg meets some students  
from Berg House.

Joseph Kordahi 
(Year 7) scores a 
highly improbable 
royal flush.

Joseph Haddad 
(Year 7) with his 
skeleton pyramid 
algebraic model.

Ms Di Lorenzo explains how 
to calculate the volume of 
pyramids from a prism.

Year 9 students: Nicholas Stavropoulos, 
Jonathan Kheir & Lemuel Fernandez plot 
irrational numbers on the number line.

Year 8 students: Isaias 
Campos & Julian Canclini 
during the Inquisitive 
Minds workshop.
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Year 7 Geography students completed the topic ‘Landscapes and 
Landforms’ with an educational tradeshow. It was an opportunity for the 
students to express their creativity and demonstrate what they had learnt 
in an exciting, nurturing and competitive environment.

This topic primarily looks at God’s beautiful world and how it was formed. 
At the beginning of the Semester, the boys were grouped and given basic 
materials from which they had to create landscape and landform models 
which demonstrated their learning. 

These innovative dioramas formed the focus of the Landscapes and 
Landforms Trade Show. Here the students were given the opportunity to 
share their hard work and celebrate their learning by selling their model 
as an educational resource for future schools. ‘Prospective buyers’ Mrs 
Tzakos, Mr Reynolds and Mr Angelatos were then invited to the Trade 
Show and asked to judge the most successful models.

The students prepared an amazing show with catchy company names, 
outstanding booths and prepared clever promotional materials such as 
company name cards and lanyards with their company title and roles. 
They dressed up accordingly and presented their models to the judges 
with confidence and clarity. Many awards were presented including  
Best Display, Best Sales Team, Best Model and Overall Champion Team. 

Clare Collett
Diverse Learning Teacher

In April, a group of thirty five students from Years 10 and 11 embarked 
on a Study Tour to Italy for three weeks. Upon arrival in Rome, many of 
us were nervous about meeting our host families; however this soon 
dissolved once we met them. They were extremely welcoming and treated 
us like part of the family. During the ten days spent with them we gained 
a deep appreciation of the culture and made vast improvements with our 
linguistic skills.

School in Italy was much more relaxed, both in the classroom and on the 
playground, and not wearing a uniform was fun for a while, however it 
taught us to value the structure and guidance of St Patrick’s.  

Once on tour around Italy, we experienced the natural beauty of the 
country as well as its inspiring historical and cultural heritage. We 
returned to Australia tired but enriched by this unique experience and we 
will treasure the life-long bonds we forged with our host families.

Anthony Fioretto
Year 11 Student

Year 6 students have been collaborating with Year 10 Information and 
Software Technology (IST) students on two Science Technology Engineering 
and Maths (STEM) projects, a core component of the IST course. 

The first project involved students working in groups, containing both Year 6 
and Year 10 students, to code and run several computer programmes using  
online interactive platform,  Grok Learning. Students had to make their first 
real programme using Blockly, a visual interface to make programming 
simpler and more intuitive for beginners and younger students. 

The second project required students to create a game using a graphical 
programme called Scratch. The collaboration allowed the Year 6 students 
to not only learn new and exciting computer skills, but also gave them 
the opportunity to trial the interactive games developed by the Year 10 
students as part of their Semester Two Assessment. 

When students learn to code in 
Scratch or in Python, they learn 
important problem solving strategies, 
design skills, and the way to visually 
communicate ideas. The ability to 
code computer programmes is an 
important part of literacy in today’s 
society and is predicted to be a key 
part of learning into the future. 

Ricky Istifan
TAS Teacher

This term, St Patrick's hosted seven Italian students on a two week 
exchange programme and for the past two months also hosted a French 
exchange student. Both programmes have proven to be very successful 
for teachers, students and of course our guests themselves. 

All our visiting students have found life at St Patrick's College very 
different from school life in their respective countries and at times 
challenging. But in the true spirit of cultural 
acceptance and growth, they embraced the 
experience wholeheartedly and took home with 
them our Australian way of life. We also have 
been enriched by their presence and stories.

We look forward to repeating this wonderful 
experience in the future as it is an enormous  
benefit to all those learning a language.

Teresa Valente
Joint LOTE Coordinator 

Collett & Co Trade Show

Living and Learning in Italy

Learning 
Together

Extending an SPC Welcome

John-Paul Pucci, Blake Timillero, Joseph Bouantoun,  
Samuel Giardina, Norton Brown & Mrs Collett model success!

Group therapy in St Peter's Square, Rome.

Maxwell Jackson (Year 10) explains some 
technicalities to Oscar Manuel (Year 6).

Thomas McMullan (Year 10)  
helps out Julian Patane (Year 6).

Year 10 students: Marc 
Salamone & Jeremy Ellis 
with Italian exchange 
students: Alessio & Eugenio, 
during an Italian lesson.

French exchange student, 
Remi Perrin.
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Over the recent break, the College sent a Football Development Squad, 
consisting of sixteen boys and two coaches to South America. The first 
stop was Santiago, where we began with a skills session with one of the top 
teams in Chile, Universidad Catolica. It began with a boardroom presentation 
then it was out onto the pitch to put all the theory into practice. It was a 
great way to shake off the cobwebs of the long haul flight as well as impart 
new knowledge on the students and coaches alike. We then embarked on a 
stadium tour, gaining valuable behind the scenes insight into the experience 
of a professional footballer.

The following day we visited the Grange School and embarked on our 
first match of the tour. The game took place with the spectacular Andes 
mountain ranges providing a stunning backdrop. It was a hard fought match 
which eventually ended in a 2-0 victory to the home side.

With little time to recover, the squad hopped over the border to Iguazu in 
Argentina. We spent a day exploring the national park as our tour guide 
escorted us on trains and trucks through the spectacular subtropical 
rainforest. Our afternoon was capped off with an adrenaline fuelled boat ride 
down the Iguazu River navigating under the mighty Iguazu Falls.

Our next stop was the capital city of Argentina, where our students experienced 
equal measures of football rivalry and wonderful hospitality from St Patrick’s 
and Southern Cross College, Buenos Aires. The experience also included 
staying with host families where students gained the invaluable and authentic 
experience of what day to day life is like for a South American student.

The second tour match was against St Patrick’s College, Buenos Aires.  
Our team managed to score their first international goal and improved their 
'garra' which is a Latin American word for ‘heart’ or determination.  
It was a team goal, assisted by Dante Sacco and scored by Captain, Gabriel 
Khodr-Chah. The first half performance was excellent and there were many 

chances at each end with a half time score of 1-1. The second half was 
dominated by our Argentinian counterparts who had a couple of players 
with silky skills that disrupted our organised set-up. The boys conceded two 
more goals and lost the match 3-1.

It was then time to head to the northern suburbs of Buenos Aires to take on 
Southern Cross College but due to the inclement weather our third match 
was relocated to an indoor venue where small sided football matches took 
place instead. What followed was more famous Argentinian hospitality 
including a wonderful traditional barbeque. Amongst all the football there 
was ample time to visit the sights of Buenos Aires including La Bombonera, 
home of Boca Juniors, Recoleta Cemetery and many other stunning 
architectural masterpieces.

Our final stop involved hopping on a ferry and crossing the Rio Del Plata to 
Montevideo. The British School was the next host of our South American 
journey. It was here that we played our best two matches of the tour.  
St Patrick’s took a 1-0 lead, courtesy of a skilful header from Matthew 
Achmar but soon after, some poor defending allowed our opponents back 
into the match. It was only in the dying moments of the game that St Pat’s 
restored the one goal lead when Luke Pipolo jumped highest to head home 
the winner in a memorable match.

Our last match of the tour, although ending in a 1-0 loss was easily the best 
team performance culminating in some wonderful attacking football. After 
two weeks of travelling and playing together the boys built on everything they 
had learned and despite pushing hard for an equaliser, were unable to beat 
the opposition's goalkeeper. We ended the game with the loudest war cry of 
the tour knowing that we’d reached the end of an unforgettable journey.

John Bachmann
Football Tour Coach

Footballers Score in  
South America

‘Clash of the Pat’s!’ St Patrick’s College, Buenos Aires v St Patrick’s College, Strathfield. 

The squad takes some time-out at Iguazu Falls in Argentina.
Sightseeing in Argentina, the tour group visits 
the ‘Pink House,’ aka The Presidential Palace.
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Black and Green  
Shield Success

This year, the Black and Green Shield was contested in Rugby and Tennis 
only, with competition schedules getting in the way of the traditional Football 
fixtures. Nevertheless, the shield was again a tightly fought battle and 
following a full day of Rugby, St Patrick’s was in the lead by a single match 
winning eight games to Trinity’s seven. 

This saw the Division 1 and 2 Tennis teams fight it out for the trophy, with 
SPC needing only one victory to retain the Shield. After some long tough 
games, SPC and Trinity won one match each, the result securing the Black 
and Green Shield’s return to the College vestibule for another year!

 
 

ISA Finals
St Patrick’s was well represented once again in the ISA Finals for Tennis 
and Football. Of the ten divisions we had competing in the ISA competition, 
nine of them were still standing on Grand Final day which was held at 
Barker College.

It was another successful day for the Tennis fraternity, victorious in five of 
the nine finals they contested. Congratulations to the players and coaches 
of Divisions 3, 5, 8, 9 and 10. These results also saw SPC take out the School 
Championships Shield, held jointly with Oakhill College.

The Football teams had similar results this season with seventeen of our 
eighteen ISA teams finishing in the top four of their respective competitions 
and progressing through to the finals stage of the ISA competition. On Grand 
Final day, fourteen of these teams were still standing, contesting eleven 
Grand Finals – with some SPC teams playing other St Patrick’s teams, such 
was our dominance in this year’s competition. At the end of the day, nine St 
Patrick’s Football teams were crowned ISA Champions – a wonderful effort! 
St Patrick’s also won the Schools’ Championship Shield once again.

 
 

2018 Rugby Tour  
America here we come!

In what was a tough competition year for St Patrick’s on the Rugby field, 
much is being done behind the scenes to pave the way for future support 
and development of the sport and our players at SPC. 

In light of this, the College will be sending two squads to North America  
in 2018. This will be an exciting trip for all involved and any external support 
for the tour would be much appreciated. 

 
 

Long-standing  
record broken

At a recent Athletics meet, 12 year old Jonathan Meaker broke a  
long-standing 1500m record blasting home in a time of 4:53.00.  
The record had stood for thirty-six years having been set in 1981 by 
champion athlete, David Whealy with his time of 4:59.20.

Mitchell Kearsley
College Sportsmaster

SPORT REPORT

Mr Kearsley, Conor O’Brien 
(Rugby Captain), Matthew 
Miceli (Tennis Captain) &  
Dr Wattam welcome the return 
of the Black and Green Shield.

Gabriel Khodr-Chah 
(Year 11) sizes up 
the situation.

Ryan Littlechild 
(Year 9) ready  
to strike.

Mark Nawaqanitawase 
(Year 11), ready to  
take on America!

Jonathan Meaker (Year 7) 
strides to victory.
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1970s Flashback!

Br Tom Casey, SPC Headmaster from 1967-1974.

A mischievous looking group of students in 1972.

‘Milk’s up’, come rain, hail or shine!   

Br Crichton assists a student in his woodwork  
room in 1974.

The 16s Soccer team in 1978, with Coach  
Greg Ankudinoff. The ‘Ark’ prior to its demise in 1978. Junior boys on their way home in the 1970s.

Rat dissection in the mid-1970s.
Francis Eardley, Mark Kellert & Mr Ted Edwards;  
part of the choir at the Jubilee Mass in 1978.

Moving out of the Monocrete prior to its  
demolishment in 1973. Students impressed by some yoyo mastery.

Students cross Edgar Street in 1972. Junior School teacher, Mr Greck with his  
class in the Monocrete.

Early 1970s: Junior boys at play, prior to the construction 
of the Junior School Block. One of the boats competing in the 1971 sailing regatta.
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1970s, you may remember a time when you rode 
your bike to school, lugged your books around 
in a globite-style case, drank milk at Recess 
and spent entire lessons devoted to handwriting 
practice and learning the times tables. These 
were the days of the humble fountain pen and 
protractor, when you would look up words 
you didn’t know in a dictionary and complete 
homework assignments with the help of an 
Encyclopedia Britannica. For a student who 
attended SPC during the 1970s, no doubt this 
all sounds familiar; however you may also recall 
a number of changes and developments which 
occurred during this period of College history.

For Br Tom Casey, Headmaster at SPC from 
1967 to 1974, the early 1970s presented an 
opportunity to secure Commonwealth funding 
and thus complete a number of building 
projects. The two most significant of these were 
the construction of an Administration Building 
and the Junior School Block, both opened in 
1974. The Administration Building was built 
on the site of the old Monocrete, and as well 
as housing offices for the Administration staff 
(including the Headmaster) there were also 
two floors of classrooms. This later became 
known as the Hanrahan Building. The Junior 
School Block housed a number of classrooms, 
workshops and a Junior School Library, today it 
is known as the Raymer Building.

The early 1970s brought a welcome change 
for College Seniors with the demise of the 
unfashionable boater-style felt hat; Br Casey 
conceding that it looked ridiculous precariously 
perched atop wayward locks. For all students, 
the shirt colour was changed from dark to light 
blue and a new official College tracksuit was 
introduced. A black silk singlet and running 
shorts were introduced for Athletics and the 
Rugby strip also had a revamp, white shorts 
being replaced with black and a striped jersey 
replacing the old league-style ‘V’ jersey. A 
couple more uniform changes were implemented 
in  the late 1970s, with a decision that the blue 
cap would only be worn in the Junior School 
and a new senior blazer being introduced in the 
College’s Jubilee year.

In 1970, Br Casey introduced the first Graduation 
Mass for sixth formers which was held in the 
College Chapel, followed by a presentation 
of certificates in the College Hall, an address 
from Br Casey and a supper. In the lead-up to 
Graduation, it was strongly discouraged for sixth 
formers to participate in the traditional ‘Muck-
up Day’ shenanigans which, each year, had 
become more and more outlandish “a spirit of 
recklessness, even lawlessness, prevails!” 

At some point in the mid-1970s, a significant 
decision was made in terms of the College’s 
sporting houses which, until now, had simply 

been referred to as Blue, Red, Green and Gold. 
The number was increased from four to six and 
each given a name of significance to the College: 
Berg, Crichton, Hanrahan, Hickey and Coghlan, 
the only exception being Power which was either 
named after the Parish Priest of Strathfield or 
Dick Smith’s ‘Power House’ (depending on who 
you speak to!) With this change, students wore 
their corresponding house coloured singlet 
during PDHPE and Athletics. In 1996, Power 
house was renamed Rice house following 
Edmund Rice’s beatification. 

In 1973, Br Berg left SPC to take up the reins 
as Headmaster of St Leo’s, Wahroonga. He had 
been a student at SPC graduating in 1948 and 
had returned to his alma mater as a member 
of staff in 1961, undertaking the roles of both 
Sportsmaster and Deputy Headmaster. He 
enjoyed a good rapport amongst the boys 
and had made a major change to the sporting 
programme enabling a greater number of 
boys to join a team and represent the College.  
Before his departure, Br Berg refereed one of 
the most memorable games of Rugby on Breen 
Oval against St Joseph’s, Hunters Hill. In a 
nail-biting finish the College secured a narrow 
victory against Joey’s, the score at the end 
of the match 11-10. The crowd went wild in 
celebration, a fitting conclusion to Br Berg’s time 
at the College. In 1975, he was invited back to 
SPC with the unveiling of the aptly named Berg 
scoreboard which had been funded by the sixth 
formers in conjunction with the P&F Association. 
It had taken six weekends of volunteer labour to 
construct and put into place.

Another popular identity who had walked the 
corridors of SPC since 1928 was the legendary 
Br Crichton. In 1974, Br Crichton celebrated his 
Golden Jubilee as a Christian Brother and as 
such, two dinners were held in his honour in 
which hundreds of students, staff and parents, 
both past and present, paid tribute to the much-
loved teacher. SPC was Br Crichton’s home and 
he continued to be involved in College life until 
his death in 1985. Br Bruce Dean was another 
familiar face who had been teaching at the 
College since 1945, firstly as a lay teacher before 
joining the Christian Brothers in 1971. He was 
a popular Cricket coach and unofficial Lumen 
photographer and remained at St Patrick’s until 
being transferred to Waverley College in 1976.

Several school clubs and activities were born 
in the 1970s and included a Photography Club, 
Chess Club, Stamp and Coin Club, Engineering 
Club, Amateur Ham Club and Junior Skating 
Club; not all of which endured the test of 
time. The first Duke of Edinburgh expedition 
took place in 1970, and in 1971 the College 
organised its first and only sailing regatta at 
Dobroyd Aquatic Sailing Club in which a fleet 
of seventeen boats took part. The College Band 
was formed in 1974; the Chapel Choir a year 

later and School Orchestra in 1979, all housed 
in a demountable Music room erected in 1977. 
Debating continued to go from strength to 
strength and following Mr Michael Robson’s 
appointment as coach, the College won the 
Senior Shield in both 1973 and 1974. In regards 
to sport, PE teacher Mr Noel Farrell began Jiu 
Jitsu lessons in 1973 and in 1975 Softball 
was introduced in the Junior School. However, 
probably the most significant addition to the 
sporting programme was made in 1978 with the 
introduction of Soccer, a sport which had gained 
much in popularity with many boys already 
playing for outside clubs.

In 1975, upon Br Casey’s departure, the baton 
was handed to his Deputy, Br William Greening. 
The following year saw the beautiful statue 
of Edmund Rice anonymously donated to the 
College and in 1978 a new organ was installed 
in the College Chapel. Under Br Greening’s 
stewardship, the College celebrated its Golden 
Jubilee in 1978 with all the pomp and ceremony 
one would expect having reached such a 
significant milestone. Several events were 
planned but the most significant was held on 17 
March, St Patrick’s Day, with a special Jubilee 
Mass taking place in St Mary’s Cathedral which 
was attended by over three thousand people. A 
special commemorative edition of Lumen was 
published at the end of the year telling the story 
of the College’s fifty year history from its birth in 
1928. Sadly one of the last events to occur in the 
1970s was the demolishment of the Brother’s 
old Monastery, affectionately nicknamed the 
‘Ark’. The building had existed prior to the 
College  being built and had stood stoically 
for so many years, a monument of sorts to the 
Christian Brothers.   

With the advent of the digital age not yet upon 
us, teaching and learning in the 1970s was 
a stark contrast to the learning environment 
of today. Despite this however, it appears Br 
Casey may have felt an indefinable shift within 
the educational spectrum already occurring as 
early as 1970, which he eluded to in his Speech 
Night Address: “the technological advances that 
surround us, the scientific discoveries that better 
man's environment, the rapid spread of suburbia, 
and the present affluence evident in our western 
world, have caused sudden and perplexing 
changes in society.” Little did he know just 
how far technology was to push educational 
capabilities. But that’s another chapter.

Nikki Fochesato 
Archivist/Liaison Officer

VALE Br William Greening
SPC Headmaster 1975-1980

“The best English teacher I ever had!”
In June of this year, former SPC Headmaster Br William Greening passed away at the 
age of 90. Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him. ✟
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On Saturday 29 July, the College held its annual ‘Back to Breen Day’ with 
Old Boys invited back to the College on what was the last home round of 
winter sporting fixtures.

The day began with Mass celebrated by College Chaplain, Father Jack Evans in 
memory of all the Old Boys who have passed away. Br Brian Berg delivered the 
reflection, and spoke about the spirit of the Old Boys as well as sharing some 
memories from his school days. Former Headmaster Mr Grahame Smollett and 
his wife Christine also attended the Mass, their presence very much welcomed 
and appreciated by both the current and past SPC community.

During the afternoon, a group of Year 11 students took Old Boys on 
a tour through the College buildings and grounds, with both parties 
swapping stories from the past with those of today. In particular, many 
from the Class of 1977 had not been back to the College in the 40 years 
since graduating and marvelled at the wonderful facilities and beautiful 
landscaped grounds enjoyed today. All were very complimentary about the 
calibre of students who conducted these tours. 

Br Berg (who will be celebrating 70 years as a Christian Brother in January 
2019) addressed the First XV Rugby team before their game. The boys listened 
intently as Brother spoke about the change made from playing Rugby League 
to Rugby Union in 1965 and the reasons behind it. Mr Smollett also spoke to 
the boys, reminding them of their role as caretakers of the Black Jersey.

It was wonderful to see so many Old Boys gathered on the sideline to 
watch the First XV play the boys from St Gregory’s, Campbelltown. In a 
very hard fought contest, the Pat’s boys were victorious with the final score 
being 23-12. This was a great win and a wonderful legacy for members of 
the team who had played their last match on Breen Oval.  

Many Old Boys enjoyed catching up with each other over afternoon tea 
served on the top floor of the Crichton building. Lively discussion prevailed, 
particularly when perusing a display of old photographs and comparing 
hair lines with the days of yore. For Old Boys from the Class of 1977 and 
2007 who were celebrating their reunions, a bus was provided to whisk 
them away to their respective venues.

It is hoped that this tradition will continue for years to come, as we welcome 
Old Boys back to the College for future Back to Breen celebrations.

Greg Dening ('81)
Old Boys’ Executive Officer

Back to Breen Day
Former Headmaster Mr Smollett, with some of his past students from the Class of 2007.

The Drumline 
entertain the crowd 
at half-time.

Behind bars:  
Michael Hines is 
greeted by fellow 1977 
classmates Joe Abraham 
& Michael Nicholl.  

Br Berg with the 
First XV team prior 
to their match.

Past and present connect. Dr Wattam (centre) 
welcomes former SPC Headmasters Mr Smollett 
& Br O’Shea back to the College.  

Samuel Cullen charges past the opposition.

Old Boys gather 
around Breen 
Oval for an 
afternoon of 
entertainment.  
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Old Boys’ Rugby
It’s been a tough season for St Patrick’s Rugby Club with many players 
only able to represent the Club in a few games, due to a myriad of issues.  
Unfortunately only our fourth grade team made the Finals this year. 
Despite this however, we are already rebuilding for the 2018 season and 
hope the influx of this years’ SPC Rugby players will bolster our growing 
Colts numbers.

Our Junior Club has had a better year with both the Under 13 teams 
making the Finals and our Under 16s finishing up with the Juniors  
after 5 years of service, which included the experience gleaned from 
the New Zealand Tour. The Minis continue to build on their numbers 
as more boys and girls start to play the game – the future of Rugby is 
looking bright!

As we enjoy a break, some of our players will be off honing their  
skills playing Sevens over the summer months and we wish them  
all the best.

Greg Dening ('81)
SPRC President

When registering on the Old Boys’ website, many of you expressed an 
interest in issues of Social Justice. We are pleased to inform you that an 
Old Boys’ Social Justice Steering Committee has been established and 
have already met a couple of times this year. We warmly invite all Old 
Boys to attend either of the following events:  

St Vincent de Paul Night Patrol Information Evening
When:  Tuesday 24 October 2017
Where:  Maria Gordon House, 1D Thomas St, Lewisham
Time:  6.30pm-8.30pm 

Being involved in the St Vincent de Paul Night Patrol programme is a 
wonderful opportunity to meet and connect with some of the city’s homeless 
population over a cuppa. In order to participate in the programme, a training 
and information session must be completed. There are a limited number of 
training spots available so please register on the Old Boys’ website ASAP 
and we will send you some information to be completed prior to attending.

Edmund Rice Centre Information Evening
When:  Thursday 23 November 2017
Where:  Robson Auditorium, St Patrick’s College
Time:  7.00pm

Dominic Ofner (‘08) will speak about the work of the Edmund Rice Centre for 
Justice and Community Education. The Centre is a human rights research and 
advocacy organisation working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, 
refugees and people seeking asylum, and Pacific Island countries living with 
the impact of climate change. It is very easy to say that change is too hard 
and to take a cynical view. However, change for the good can happen - we just 
need to believe it. Dominic will discuss what we can do to achieve change.

For more information and to book a spot at one of these events please 
visit the Old Boys’ website at: http://oldboys.spc.nsw.edu.au

SPOB Social Justice Committee

Old Boys give back
Over the course of the year, the College has been most 
fortunate in securing the services of approximately 
ninety Old Boys who coach and assist in a vast array  
of co-curricular activities. 

This support is not only invaluable to the running  
of the Co-Curricular programme but also  
strengthens the camaraderie between past  
and current students. These Old Boys act as  
wonderful role models and instill within our  
students the importance of representing the  
College with respect and pride. 

We encourage any Old Boy with suitable experience  
and/or qualifications who wishes to contribute in  
this way to contact the Director of Co-Curricular,  
Steve Fochesato at: steven.fochesato@spc.nsw.edu.au.

Old Boys’ Football
What a cracking season it has been for the SPFC boys in 2017! 
Congratulations must go to Frank Parisi (‘88) and our Over 45 boys 
who again had a terrific season despite missing out on the Semi 
Finals. Similarly, our Super League 2 boys also had an outstanding 
season with many new faces joining the team; unfortunately they fell 
just short of entering the Final. Well done to our all-conquering All 
Age 2 side for making their 3rd consecutive Grand Final. Led by club 
legend Robert Squillacioti (‘02), the lads have been minor premiers 
four years running! 

Finally to our First Grade side who have made their 2nd consecutive 
Grand Final after finishing 2nd, and are now favourites to take out the 
Grand Final after beating the Minor Premiers 2-1 in the Major Semi 
Final! In addition, we made the 5th round of the FFA Cup going down 
to Mounties 2-1 at Valentine Sports Park earlier in the year.

I would like to thank all our sponsors and my fellow committee 
members for all their hard work and dedication they put in to the 2017 
season. I know I speak on behalf of President Mark Liberatore (‘06) 
and myself when I say we couldn’t have been more proud of the way 
all four teams have conducted themselves on and off the pitch.  As a 
club we are always looking to expand and grow so if anyone is keen 
to get involved, we are currently looking for a mature aged President 
(with a bit of spare time) or anyone who is keen to play, sponsor or 
coach, please do not hesitate to contact Nick de Lutiis on 0410 322 
522 or Mark Liberatore on 0414 553 199. Enjoy the Off Season!

Nick de Lutiis (‘12)
SPFC Vice President/Club Secretary

OLD BOYS’  
SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP

Jack McMillan (‘11) & Domenic Badolato (’14) during the Founder’s Cup stoush.

Luke Newbury ('15) steps up.
Harry Tunstall ('15) crunches 
the opposition. 

Christian 
Calderan (‘14) 
assistant 
coach of 
the First XI 
Football team.
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Our thoughts and prayers go to the families and 
friends of the following teachers and Old Boys:

Francis O’Brien (‘35)
Desmond Ryan (‘44)
Tony Culhane (‘50)

Leo Kervin (‘51)
Paul Byron (‘53)

Gerard Kelly (‘60)
Patrick Keegan (‘61)

John Leary (‘63)
Carl Doyle (‘69)

John Windram (‘79)
Peter Trayhurn (‘84)

David Ricigliano (‘90)
Lachlan Graves (‘94)
Daniel Bagdon (‘95)

John McCosker SPC Teacher 1995-2001
Br William Greening SPC Headmaster 1975-1980

VALE

The College wishes to thank the following 
benefactors for their generous donations:

Harold Geale (’49) (posthumously) 
Framed photograph of Br Crichton - given as 

a gift upon his Golden Jubilee in 1974

Stuart Scott (‘81) 
Copies of Post and the History of St Patrick’s

Mark Newbury (‘83) 
Athletics Singlet

Matthew Williams (‘77) 
First XV Rugby Jersey

Paul Gallagher (‘96) 
Various items of Rugby memorabilia relating 

to the Waratah Shield victory and South 
African Rugby Tour. Includes trophies, 

medallion, ties, First XV Jersey, Year 12 blazer 
and Tour Tracksuit Jacket  

If there are any other Old Boys who wish to 
donate an item to the College’s archives, 

please contact Nikki Fochesato on 9763 1000 
or email nikki.fochesato@spc.nsw.edu.au.

Donated Items

Help us to help YOU!
St Patrick’s Old Boys’ Association committee members Shaun Cousins (‘95) and Matt 
Fehon (‘87) took the opportunity to talk to Year 12 students about the importance 
of staying connected, not only with each other, but with the wider Old Boys’ network 
following their graduation. They gave examples of the way Old Boys can help each other 
post-school; there exists an excellent resource to be tapped in to whether it’s through 
career advice or emotional support. As always, we implore all Old Boys to register on the 
Old Boys’ website upon leaving SPC and for any enquiries relating to the Association 
please contact the Executive Officer, Greg Dening (‘81) at: greg.dening@spc.nsw.edu.au.

‘Thank you!’ Tony Baker
Last year I wrote a short article telling the story 
of Tony Baker, a remarkable teacher on the 
staff during my days as a student at SPC.  
I was gratified but not surprised to hear directly 
and indirectly from many ex-students who 
shared my admiration for this inspiring man. 

After a false start, contact was established with 
Tony who now lives in retirement in Western 
Australia. Peter Freebody, 1968 College Captain, 
suggested we travel to WA to reacquaint 
ourselves with him after almost fifty years. So in 
March this year I found myself sitting in a plane 
with my wife Jacinta (Eakin) and Peter heading 
West where we spent a delightful and very 
rewarding few days with Tony and his wife Dalal. 

I am pleased to report that we were greeted by that 
same dignified, warm and fascinating character 

who influenced and shaped so many lives, using 
the best of all teaching strategies, example. He is 
a little older now, as we all are, but with the same 
melodious voice, welcoming manners and gravitas 
of personality. We were made to feel honoured 
and special guests in his home and for me many 
pleasant memories of the past were rekindled as 
stories half-forgotten were retold. Needless to say 
it was the most rewarding experience and I got a 
real sense of fulfilment as a result of our trip.

On leaving SPC Tony taught in schools in both 
Queensland and Western Australia serving as 
a Principal in a prominent WA school. From 
there he joined the Academic staff of the 
University of Notre Dame. He is, as he was, a 
man of great faith, compassion and values. 

As we make our pilgrim’s progress from this 
world, to that which is to come, our lives are 
enriched by some whose paths we cross. I 
count myself lucky to have crossed Tony’s 
path. Both Peter and I were pleased to have 
the opportunity to express those simple but 
powerful words, thank you. I am confident that 
they reflect the feelings of so many. 

I know the greatest of all teachers looks kindly 
on Tony Baker and is thinking: “well done good 
and faithful servant.”

Matthew Passmore (‘68)

Recently, Year 10 students underwent 
a Justice and Advocacy Day in which 
they were given the opportunity to learn 
about different issues facing our world 
and how they affect those living on the 
margins. Guest speakers were invited to 
the College to speak to students about 
various issues such as Climate Change 
and Asylum Seekers and to offer practical 
suggestions as to how they can take action 
and help. One such speaker, Old Boy Lance 
Brooks (‘79) shared his insights and his 
impetus for setting up Communities for 
Communities and explained the way in 
which the organisation reaches out and 
helps other communities in need. 

Old Boys Christopher Porteous (‘13),  
Simon Torresan (‘11) and Paolo Torresan 
(‘13) returned to the College to perform 
at this year’s Performing Arts Showcase 
Concert. Performing the famous Bach 
Double Concerto in D for String Trio,  
the audience’s applause at the  
conclusion of their performance said  
it all: simply magnificent! 

OLD BOY  
TRIO 

SERENADE

Inspiring  
Others 

Matthew Passmore (‘68) & Peter Freebody (‘68) 
catch-up with former teacher, Tony Baker (centre). 

Lance Brooks (‘79) talks Justice with Year 10 students.

Christopher Porteous (‘13), Paolo Torresan (‘13) & 
Simon Torresan (‘11) put on a stellar performance.

Shaun Cousins (‘95) & Matt Fehon (‘87) address Year 12.
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Class of 1949 – 68 Year Reunion
Date:  Thursday 12 October 2017
Venue:  Burwood RSL, Burwood
Time:  12:00pm
Contact:  Greg Dening
   E: greg.dening@spc.nsw.edu.au
   M: 0410 708 850 

Class of 1987 - 30 Year Reunion
Please note change of venue.
Date:   Saturday 28 October 2017
Venue:   Cargo Bar, 
   52-60 The Promenade,  
   Kings Street Wharf, Sydney
Time:   7:00pm
Contact:  Alan Quinlan
   E: alanq@bigpond.com 

Class of 1982 – 35 Year Reunion
Date:  Saturday 28 October 2017
Venue:  The Harlequin Hotel,  
   152 Harris St, Pyrmont
Time:  7:00pm
Contact:  Andrew Musgrave
   E: andrew.musgrave@nsx.com.au
   M: 0414 392 905 

Class of 1965 – 52 Year Reunion
Date:  Friday 10 November 2017
Venue:  Coronation Club, 86 Burwood Rd,  
   Burwood
Time:  6:30pm
Contact:  Bob Vella
   E: rvella@bigpond.net.au
   M: 0418 961 266 

Class of 1961 - 56 Year Reunion
Date:  Friday 17 November 2017
Venue:   Harbourview Hotel, 17 Blue St,  
   North Sydney
Time:  12:00pm
Contact:  Brian Roach
   E: bcroach@optusnet.com.au
   M: 0418 115 630 

Class of 1992 - 25 Year Reunion
Date:  Saturday 18 November 2017
Venue:  Marble Bar,  
   488 George St, Sydney
Time:  7:00pm
Contact:   Brett Kelly
   E: brett@kellypartners.com.au 

Class of 1967 - 50 Year Reunion
Please note change of venue.
Date:  Saturday 18 November 2017
Venue:  City Tattersalls Club,  
   194-204 Pitt St, Sydney
Time:  12:00pm
Cost:  $100 
Contact:  Phil Kidd
   E: warabee@yahoo.com.au
   M: 0432 431 019

Forthcoming 
Reunions

On Saturday 12 August, about sixty Old Boys from the class 
of 1997 gathered in the City for our 20 year reunion. The night 
was a great success, with many of the class continuing to 
reminisce and share stories well after the official function 
concluded. With 20 years of catching up to do, formalities 
were kept to a minimum, but the class did take time to 
remember six of our fellow classmates who have passed 
away since leaving school. Thank you to everyone who turned 
up, I look forward to seeing more faces at the next one. 

Matthew Tooher (‘97)

Each year, Year 5 Grandparent’s Day provides a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the important 
roles grandparents play in the lives of their grandsons. Recently, grandparents of Year 5 students 
were invited to the College for a special Mass, morning tea and a visit to their grandson’s 
classrooms. As is the case in previous years, this occasion often enables us to identify 
students whose grandfathers are Old Boys of the College, in this case William Hanna and Jack 
Fague. William’s grandfather, Robert Vella (‘65) and Jack’s grandfather, Philip Fague (‘64) both 
shared reminisces of their time as a student here and how the College has changed. Of added 
significance, Robert and his wife Carol had been married in the College Chapel in 1973 and felt 
slightly overwhelmed to be sitting in one of the pews with their grandson so many years later!

Old Boys Grant Dillon (‘00) and Declan Armstrong 
(‘16) were two of our special guest speakers at 
this year’s Year 11 Leadership Day. Grant spoke 
of his leadership experiences whilst at school 
as Vice Captain of the College and as a member 
of the First XI Cricket team. He also spoke of 
his thoughts regarding leadership which he has 
developed post-school as the Founding member, 
Club President and First XI Captain of St Patrick’s 
Football Club (Old Boys Soccer) and as a Director 
of KPMG. Last year’s College Captain, Declan 
spoke about some of the challenges he faced 
as a leader and the importance of being able to 
share responsibilities with the rest of the prefect 
body and Year 12 cohort. 

20 Year Catch-Up

Next year marks the 150th anniversary  
of the arrival of the first community of  

Christian Brothers to Melbourne. 

In order to commemorate this,  
a three day Melbourne Gathering has been 
organised to take place at Treacy Centre,  

Parkville on 3-5 May 2018.

The Gathering will provide an opportunity to help 
shape the vision of the Edmund Rice Movement, 

as it continues into the future. A Movement called 
Circle of Conversation will also be established.

If you are interested in attending or  
require further information, please email the 

Treacy 2018 Committee directly at  
Treacy2018@edmundrice.org.  Please note that 
the cost of travel and accommodation will need 

to be met by those attending. 

Christian Brothers - Oceania Province

Invitation to Attend

Old Boy Grandfathers

Leading by Example

Eric Ruffin, Chris Dunn, Jonathon Mattock, 
Peter Locke & Steven Torresan reminisce. 

Jack Fague with his 
grandfather Philip (‘64).

Grant Dillon 
(‘00) shares 
his leadership 
experiences.

Grant Dillon (‘00) & Declan Armstrong (‘16) 
with a group of Year 11 students.

Wedded bliss! Carol & 
Robert Vella in 1973.

William Hanna with his proud 
grandparents Robert (‘65) & Carol.
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