
 

 

 

 

Two are better than one . . . for if they fall, one will lift up the 
other.  
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-10) 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

Instant gratification, reward and slow education 
We live in a world that applauds instant gratification. I worry that 
our children have come in many ways to expect what they want 
now, rather than later, or indeed, to sometimes have their 
expectations not met. I can vividly remember wanting Santa to 
bring me a Scalextric slot car set for Christmas year in and year 
out. It never came and I got over it! Sometimes being made to 
wait for something not only improves our patience, but it also 
speaks to the relative value of what it is that we are waiting for. 
The growing sense of anticipation, and having had to work for 
something makes it all the more valuable. We can’t always get 
what we want and we can’t always have it when we want it. That 
is life. If we give our children everything they have ever desired 
and dreamed of, what is there to look forward to or strive 
towards under their own steam?  
 

As a society, our need for “now” influences our whole mind-set. 
How many times have you stood in front of the microwave and 
willed it to hurry up? Sounds silly, but we have become a nation 
of impatient folk who do not like to be kept waiting. If we get 
home late from work, we resort to take-away food, knowing that 
it is not nearly as good for us, but because we can have it “now”. 
In our efforts to demonstrate love for our children, we often 
shower them with everything that we didn’t have. I’m not sure 
that this pays dividends for us altogether. In doing so, we risk 
raising children who expect and receive, rather than children who 
become adults with a sense of resilience, grit and determination. 
If we always get what we have wanted, and then the time comes 
where this doesn’t happen, then we are wont to flounder because 
we have had little practice in how to respond when things don’t 
go our way. I have never been a fan of every child getting a 
medal/ribbon/trophy for participating. There is nothing wrong 
with limiting these rewards for exceptional achievement. If one 
misses out, then it is time to take stock, re-think and do better 
next time.  
 

To some extent, we have done the same with education – in 
providing instant rewards for effort, and reducing learning to  
bite-sized chunks that are the equivalent of fast food: satisfying 
for a little while, but doesn’t sustain for the long-haul. Some 
educators have called this the McDonaldisation of learning. And, 
to counter this, have talked of a slow education or slow learning 
movement. If you think of the slow food movement, where fresh 
produce, locally grown, lovingly prepared over a long period of 
time, with effort and care, providing nourishing and satisfying 
food. The slow movement in education is similar – it seeks to do 
more by doing less. Engaging students in learning enterprises 
that require more depth, better preparation and longer, sustained 
efforts to bring about rewards, proves to build resilience and 
determination so that the learning is deeper, wider and more 
complex. Much like slow food, slow education proves to be more 
satisfying as well.  
 

In essence, we want our children to leave school with the skills 
and dispositions to be able to tackle, and have the willingness to 
have a go at stuff that is hard. They may get it wrong the first, 
second and third times, and they may get frustrated but they have 
the tenacity to stop, rethink, and have another go, until 
eventually, they achieve 
success. I am sure that 
each and every parent 
experiences these kinds 
of problems in their 
workplace. This kind of 
learning, whether at 
school or in life more 
generally, is infinitely 
more satisfying. I will 
leave you to think about 
what you are not going to get your son for Christmas!   
 

Canteen 
After much discernment, the decision has been taken to 
outsource our canteen operations from 2018. Primarily, this has 
been a financial decision, with the canteen costing the College 
money over the last few years. In providing the opportunity for a 
contractor to take on the running of the Canteen, the College also 
then outsources risk; both from a financial as well as resource 
perspective. The operator we have chosen has been operating 
school canteens for 20 years and will continue to provide fresh, 
home-cooked food for the boys, and prices will be kept very 
reasonable. Parents will still be welcome to volunteer to assist at 
the canteen, but no doubt there will be some who will be 
disappointed with this decision. I would like to point out that we 
have been tremendously happy with the staff who operate our 
canteen currently, and that this is in no way a reflection on them 
or their work.  
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 
 
 
 
 
Craig Wattam 
Principal 
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The Annual General Meeting of the Parents’ and Friends’  
Association will be held on Tuesday 14 November 2017  
commencing at 7.30pm. All P & F Committee positions are  
declared vacant and Expressions of Interest for the various  
committee positions are now being called for from the College 
community. The various positions include: 
 
President   Social Events Coordinator 
Vice President  Parent Year Representative Coordinator 
Secretary   General Committee Members 
Treasurer 
 
Expressions of Interest should be sent to the Principal’s  
PA via email agnes.dening@spc.nsw.edu.au before Monday  
6 November 2017. 

P & F – Expressions of Interest 

mailto:agnes.dening@spc.nsw.edu.au


 

 

Congratulations to Lorenzo Bilotta representing NSWCIS, who made it through to the 
200m finals at the State Championships last week. An amazing achievement. Well done. 

A big thank you to the parents that stepped in last weekend to assist with the Basketball, it was greatly appreciated. I apologise for any 
inconvenience that it may have caused. The issue has been dealt with and should be ok for the rest of the season. Well done to the  
Year 5 Cricket teams who all had strong wins over the weekend as did the Tennis here at the College. It was frustrating on Friday when 
Council closed several grounds for the weekend (even though it was a beautiful morning). We have no say over this and have to abide 
by their decision. Good luck to all teams this weekend. 
 

Grant Andrews—Junior School Sportsmaster 

Saturday week, 4 November, is Orientation Day for Year 5, 2018. On this day a new group 
of students take their first steps into the world of SPC, coming from a wide variety of 

schools from all over the metropolitan area and beyond. It is a day of great excitement mixed with nervous energy, some apprehension 
and a lot of high expectation. It is an opportunity for the newest members of our community to get a taste of St Patrick’s and hopefully 
feel warmly welcomed. 
For those families who joined us at this time last year, it might be 
a good time to reflect on the twelve months that have passed.  
It would be an interesting exercise to consider how the  
intervening time has impacted on your son. Has he changed?  
If so, how? What were the concerns and worries you felt back 
then and how many of them became reality? What does he say 
about his experience over this first year? How has he managed 
the big school environment? 
It would be true to say that every boy 
would have had his share of ups and 
downs and that the first term, in  
particular, would have presented some 
challenges for all, but from our point of 
view this group has done remarkably 
well. They have been able to grow  
because of the challenges that have been 
set for them. With the support of both the 
school and the home the boys have been 
able to negotiate most of the little  
obstacles they have been confronted 
with and they have grown as a result. I sincerely hope that, in 
most cases, you can see this growth in your son and know that it 
is a significant step that he has taken on the long road to  
becoming a fine young Christian gentleman.  
Helen Keller said it well - “Character cannot be developed in 
ease and quiet. Only through experience of trial can the soul be 
strengthened, ambition inspired and success achieved.” We wish 
all of our new St Pat’s boys the best of luck in their Orientation 
Day on Saturday week. 
 

Jim Walters—Director of Junior School 

 

Year 10 Commerce 1 recently completed an interactive project as part of their  
Political Issues Topic. Five students were chosen as ‘candidates’ for SPC President 

and we held a class vote. Candidates, along with their ‘election teams’ were allowed a lesson to prepare their policies and a brief  
presentation, which they then presented to the class. Each student then voted under the preferential voting system. I’m pleased to  
announce that we have a new SPC President – Master Jack O’Halloran. 
 

Dominic Marsh—HSIE B Teacher 

If you’re an Old Boy and would be keen to help lead a Reflection/Spirituality Day with 
Year 10 on Tuesday 7 November please email me at gillian.daley@spc.nsw.edu.au  
you would be needed from 8.15am to 3.15pm and I will run through the programme 
with you. Please let me know by Monday 30 October. 
 

Thank-you, 
 

Gillian Daley—Director of Identity 

mailto:gillian.daley@spc.nsw.edu.au


 

 

 

The My Science programme is an initiative organised and liaised by 
Macquarie University and the Australian Catholic University and is a 
programme aimed at the development of the education of primary 
school children in the respective field of science. It involves mentors 
venturing out to local primary schools, and aiding primary school  
children to develop, test and report on scientific experimentation in 
their chosen areas of study. This year, myself, alongside Christian 
Bejjani, Edward Carrall, Philip De Pasquale, Lawrence De Pellegrin,  
Patrick Buckley, Isaac Seeto, Daniel Francis, Nicholas Tandiono and 
Mark Herro have all been fortunate enough to be selected as mentors 
for this year’s participation in the event, thus have all been challenged 
with helping kids from Marie Bashir Public School develop and report 
on experiments of their choosing, focused around the central theme  
of power. After receiving training by a PHD recipient from the  
university, we all took part in the first stage of the event, in planning 
and writing up the scientific method and materials, whilst discussing 
important and essential scientific principles such as variables. We will 
continue to carry out these experiments and report on them in the  
coming weeks, preparing the children for their upcoming science fair.  
 

Christopher Farag—(Year 10 Student) 

SCIENCE NEWS: MY SCI ENCE  

 

 
 
Over the past two years, the College has worked to improve student access to technology and launched the BYOD programme. We have 
also developed and started to implement the Learning Framework. Last Friday via email, we issued a Learning and Technology survey 
to roughly one third of our parent and students. We do take your feedback seriously and it will help us get a better sense of where we 
have improved and which areas still need greater attention. Thank you to those parents and students who have already responded.  
The survey will close at 9am Monday 30 October. 
 

Denise Lombardo—Director of Learning and Innovation 

SAVE THE DATE  

Learning and Technology Surveys 2017  



 

 

 

SATURDAY 28 OCTOBER 2017 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  
Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT WEEKLY DRAW SUMMER ROUND NINE 28/10/2017 

 
VENUES:  

Auburn Basketball Centre: Wyatt Park, Church St, Lidcombe 
Cooke Park: Madeline St, Belfield 

SPC Courts, No 3, No 4: Edgar St, Strathfield 
Christison Park: Old South Head Rd, Vaucluse  

Top Field: Ayres Rd, St Ives 
Wyvern Prep: 115 Cambridge St, Stanmore 

Regis 1 and 2: Tambourine Bay Rd, Lane Cove (inside Junior School) 
Queens Park: Darley Rd, Waverley 

Price: Pennant Hills Rd, Parramatta, Inside the Kings School 
Rosewood: College Crescent, Waitara 

CRICKET OPPOSITION VENUE TIME 

TRAD 6A Riverview Cooke Park 8.00am 

TRAD 6B Riverview SPC No 4 8.00am 

SUPER 8’S 6A Kings Price 2 9.30am 

SUPER 8’S 6B Waverley Queens Park 2 9.30am 

SUPER 8’S 6C Waverley Queens Park 2 8.00am 

SUPER 8’S 6D Kings Price 2 8.00am 

TRAD 5A Scots Christison Park 1 8.00am 

TRAD 5B Scots Christison Park 2 8.00am 

SUPER 8’S 5A Grammar Edge Queens Park 6 8.00am 

SUPER 8’S 5B Barker Rosewood A 8.00am 

BASKETBALL 

TEAM A Riverview Regis 1 9.00am 

TEAM B Riverview Regis 1 8.00am 

TEAM C Riverview Regis 2 11.00am 

TEAM D Riverview Regis 2 10.00am 

TEAM E Riverview Regis 2 9.00am 

TEAM F Riverview Regis 2 8.00am 

TEAM G Riverview Auburn 1 9.00am 

TEAM H Riverview Auburn 1 8.00am 

TEAM I Riverview Auburn 2 9.00am 

TEAM J Riverview Auburn 2 8.00am 

TEAM K Newington Wyvern Wyvern Prep 11.15am 

TEAM L Newington Wyvern Wyvern Prep 10.30am 

TENNIS  

TEAM A Scots SPC Courts 9.30am 

TEAM B Grammar St Ives SPC Courts 8.00am 

SOFTBALL  

TEAM Black Grammar St Ives Top Field 8.00am 

CRICKET 

1st XI v Chevalier College 10.00 Breen Oval 

2nd XI v All Saints College 10.00 All Saints College 

3rd XI v Blue Mountains Grammar 10.00 SPC 2 

16A v Shore 1.30 Northbridge D 

15A v Oakhill College 8.30 Meadowbank Park 10 

15B v Barker College C 9.00 Phillips Park (Bottom oval) 

14A v West Epping 8.30 Upjohn Park 

14B v Carlingford Waratahs 8.30 Meadowbank Park 8 

13A v TBC 8.30   

13B v TBC 8.30   

BASEBALL 

1st IX v Kissing Point 8.30 Major’s Bay Reserve 3 

2nd IX v North Ryde Riverview 8.30 Riverview 1B 

16A  v North Ryde Riverview White 11.00 Magdala Park 

14A v Stealers Tigers 8.30 Major’s Bay Reserve 1 

BASKETBALL 

1st V v Chevalier College 1.00 SPC Gym 

17A v Chevalier College 12.00 SPC Gym 

17B v Blue Mountains A 10.00 Auburn 2 

17C v St Pauls  12.00 Auburn 1 

17D v Oakhill College White 8.00 Oakhill Gym (CSC) 2 

17Black v Redlands C 12.00 Auburn 2 

15A v Chevalier College 11.00 SPC Gym 

15B v Blue Mountains A 10.00 Auburn 1 

15C v St Pauls  1.00 Auburn 1 

15D v Oakhill College White 1.00 Oakhill Gym (CSC) 2 

14A v Chevalier College 10.00 SPC Gym 

14B v Blue Mountains A 11.00 Auburn 2 

14C v St Pauls  11.00 Auburn 1 

14D v Oakhill College White 1.00 Benildus Hall (Oakhill) 

14 Black v Oakhill College Green 12.00 Benildus Hall (Oakhill) 

13A v Chevalier College 9.00 SPC Gym 

13B v Blue Mountains A 11.00 Auburn 3 

13C v St Paul's  1.00 Auburn 2 

13D v Oakhill College white 11.00 Benildus Hall (Oakhill) 

13 Black v Oakhill College Green 8.00 Benildus Hall (Oakhill) 

13 Gold v Redlands C 10.00 Auburn 3 

GOLF 

Squad v Barker College 12.00 Srathfield Golf Club 

 
 
 

ISA Round 1  
The 1st Round of the ISA Summer Competitions began last Saturday with the  
1st XI Cricket side travelling away to play Central Coast Grammar School and 
recorded a more than convincing win to send a strong message to the rest of the 
ISA. SPC led the charge as the side recorded 7-230 off the allotted  
50 overs. It took no time for the bowlers to strike and the attack was ruthless with 
CCGS dismissed for 49 runs. An outstanding debutants performance from  
Lachlan Beattie who not only top scored with 73 runs but captured  
5 wickets for only 4 runs - a tremendous effort!  
 

Well done also to the 2nd XI and 16A Cricket sides who both notched up strong 
wins against St Gregory’s College Campbelltown and Sydney Boys High School 
respectively. Special mention to 16As batsman Samuel Beacom who top scored 
with an impressive 112 runs. Switching sports and the 1st V Basketball began 
their ISA campaign at home against St Pius last Saturday. The 1st V found their 
first round to be a much closer affair than the Cricketers, but managed to get  
the job done and recorded a well fought 53-44 win. No doubt this will be a real 
confidence booster for the men in black and we hope they can carry on the  
momentum into this weekend’s fixture in the College Gymnasium against  
Chevalier College. Well done to all other teams and good luck for Round 2 of the 
ISA, as well as the continued NDJCA and RHBL competitions.  
 

We also wish our swim squad all the best for their first swim meet this Friday 
night for the St Aloysius’ Invitational Carnival to be held at North Sydney Pool.  
 

Congratulations 
Congratulations must be  
extended to Matthew Rennie 
of Year 11 who competed  
in the Australian Junior  
Volleyball Championships in 
Coomera, QLD, during the 
school holidays. Matthew 
representing one of the NSW 
teams sent, unfortunately was 
not among the medal winners 
but Matthew was awarded 
the Most Improved Player Award for his team. This is a marvellous achievement – 
well done! 
 

Anthony Calavassy—Acting Head of Secondary Sport 

CRICKET 
HIGHLIGHTS  

http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/St+Patrick's+College+Strathfield/@-33.873629,151.0732824,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bb3e3b3de41f:0xd626428b7f13fe78!8m2!3d-33.873629!4d151.0754711
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/All+Saints'+College/@-33.3980825,149.5630578,547m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b11e6a209d0a30b:0x504943e3b678e168!8m2!3d-33.3976819!4d149.5619489
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/St+Patrick's+College+Strathfield/@-33.873629,151.0732824,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bb3e3b3de41f:0xd626428b7f13fe78!8m2!3d-33.873629!4d151.0754711
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Alpha+Rd+%26+Sailors+Bay+Rd,+Northbridge+NSW+2063,+Australia/@-33.8087222,151.2051303,17.87z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12aecc7567fc89:0x89b5d3efd2ebdf02!8m2!3d-33.8098714!4d151.2043909?hl=en
http://ndjca.nsw.cricket.com.au/common/pages/public/entitydetails.aspx?entityID=13352&popup=1
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Meadowbank+Park+no.+10/@-33.8168995,151.0792989,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a4f7f2fa4293:0x2de313705c6c0b21!8m2!3d-33.8168995!4d151.0814876
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Phillips+Park/@-33.8587523,151.0517027,18.25z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x6b12bb574b4030ed:0xf017d68f9f1ee30!2sPhillips+Park!8m2!3d-33.8583201!4d151.0531282!3m4!1s0x6b12bb574b4030ed:0xf017d68f9f1ee30!8m2!3d-33.8583201!4d151
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Curtis+Oval/@-33.7943989,151.0522889,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a4713efe0e2f:0x5e9d2e8b3b56c7c2!8m2!3d-33.7943989!4d151.0544776
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Meadowbank+Park/@-33.8165496,151.082334,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a4f8391684a1:0xf017d68f9f1cc70!8m2!3d-33.8165496!4d151.0845227
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/33%C2%B050'47.6%22S+151%C2%B005'54.7%22E/@-33.846554,151.0963393,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d-33.846554!4d151.098528
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Riverview+College/@-33.8213711,151.1533017,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12af6efa590325:0x7deb4ed984c3de0e!8m2!3d-33.8213711!4d151.1554904
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Magdala+Park/@-33.80465,151.1407533,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12af58c61e946b:0xf017d68f9f2a4f0!8m2!3d-33.80465!4d151.142942
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/33%C2%B050'47.6%22S+151%C2%B005'54.7%22E/@-33.846554,151.0963393,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d-33.846554!4d151.098528
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/St+Patrick's+College+Strathfield/@-33.873629,151.0732824,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bb3e3b3de41f:0xd626428b7f13fe78!8m2!3d-33.873629!4d151.0754711
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/St+Patrick's+College+Strathfield/@-33.873629,151.0732824,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bb3e3b3de41f:0xd626428b7f13fe78!8m2!3d-33.873629!4d151.0754711
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Auburn+Basketball+Centre/@-33.8554727,151.0371542,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bca0ba4da88f:0xbf5389c971db31f0!8m2!3d-33.8554727!4d151.0393429
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Auburn+Basketball+Centre/@-33.8554727,151.0371542,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bca0ba4da88f:0xbf5389c971db31f0!8m2!3d-33.8554727!4d151.0393429
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Oakhill+College/@-33.7236876,151.0191099,17.58z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a10c6ae38eaf:0x347da59a71442d0d!8m2!3d-33.7239914!4d151.0202098
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Auburn+Basketball+Centre/@-33.8554727,151.0371542,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bca0ba4da88f:0xbf5389c971db31f0!8m2!3d-33.8554727!4d151.0393429
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/St+Patrick's+College+Strathfield/@-33.873629,151.0732824,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bb3e3b3de41f:0xd626428b7f13fe78!8m2!3d-33.873629!4d151.0754711
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Auburn+Basketball+Centre/@-33.8554727,151.0371542,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bca0ba4da88f:0xbf5389c971db31f0!8m2!3d-33.8554727!4d151.0393429
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Auburn+Basketball+Centre/@-33.8554727,151.0371542,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bca0ba4da88f:0xbf5389c971db31f0!8m2!3d-33.8554727!4d151.0393429
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Oakhill+College/@-33.7236876,151.0191099,17.58z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a10c6ae38eaf:0x347da59a71442d0d!8m2!3d-33.7239914!4d151.0202098
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/St+Patrick's+College+Strathfield/@-33.873629,151.0732824,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bb3e3b3de41f:0xd626428b7f13fe78!8m2!3d-33.873629!4d151.0754711
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https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Auburn+Basketball+Centre/@-33.8554727,151.0371542,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bca0ba4da88f:0xbf5389c971db31f0!8m2!3d-33.8554727!4d151.0393429
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https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Strathfield+Golf+Club/@-33.8836545,151.0526082,14z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12bb6d12c464ff:0xf017d68f9f00400!8m2!3d-33.883659!4d151.070121

