
 

 

 

 

Two are better than one . . . for if they fall, one will lift up the 
other.  
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-10) 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

Lord, 

You asked that 

the little children 

be allowed to come to you; 

for it is such as these that 

the Reign of God belongs. 

You entrust them 

to the care and protection 

of our communities of faith. 

Guide us 

as we strive to ensure 

that our Catholic communities 

provide a safe environment 

for each child. 

We pray especially for all those 

who have been harmed 

in their childhood. 

Give them courage 

in facing the past 

and lead them 

to your healing protection. Amen 
 

This week is National Child Protection Week. Child Protection 

Sunday will be celebrated this coming Sunday on 10 September. 

As school teachers we have a fundamental responsibility in 

promoting the safety and wellbeing of children, along with the 

prime carers and teachers of children – parents. Protecting 

children from harm is a collective, whole of community 

responsibility. We do this through our teaching, parenting,  

role-modeling and care. Protecting children is more than keeping 

them safe; it is about providing an environment for them that 

nurtures, guides and encourages them.  
 

For many years the adage was that children were to be seen and 

not heard. The silencing of children and the propensity to 

disbelieve them when they did speak up has had disastrous 

consequences in the past. It is also fair to say that the Church in 

its various forms, has shamefully contributed to the abuse of 

children in our country. This abuse can never be allowed to 

happen again. Our schools are safer than they have ever been, 

with a raft of mechanisms in place now to ensure that those who 

work with children are held to the highest account to ensure that 

children are protected. 
 

We know that young people have some inalienable rights as 

defined by the UN following their convention on the Rights of 

the Child in 1990. These rights are rather basic in Australian 

terms – where each child has the right to a name, a nationality, 

the right to a full life, to an education, to have a say, to quality 

health, clean water and food. The original Declaration on the 

Rights of the Child though was promulgated in 1924 and it 

stated: 
 

1. The child must be given the means requisite for its normal 

development, both materially and spiritually. 

2. The child that is hungry must be fed, the child that is sick 

must be nursed, the child that is backward must be helped, 

the delinquent child must be reclaimed, and the orphan 

and the waif must be sheltered and succoured. 

3. The child must be the first to receive relief in times of 

distress. 

4. The child must be put in a position to earn a livelihood, 

and must be protected against every form of exploitation. 

5. The child must be brought up in the consciousness that its 

talents must be devoted to the service of its fellow men. 
 

While the language is dated by today’s terms and is not gender 

inclusive, these same basic rights apply today. If we overlay 

these fundamental rights with the education we offer at  

St Patrick’s in the Edmund Rice tradition; our young men have 

an opportunity to learn in an environment where Jesus is central 

and the overarching Gospel message of love permeates all that 

we do. We also call the children at our school to be men of 

justice and inclusivity where the education they receive liberates 

them and others from poverty in all its guises.  
 

National Child Protection Week raises awareness. It would be a 

wonderful world if we did not need to have such weeks dedicated 

to the safety and wellbeing of children and it is fair to say that 

there are many children even in Australia who still do not enjoy 

the most basic and fundamental 

rights. Our children have great 

wisdom to share and they are 

never too young to contribute to 

the discussion about how we 

can promote the safety, 

wellbeing and welfare of young 

people.  
 

We celebrated Father’s Day last Friday here at the College with 

Masses in honour of our dads, grandads, and those in fathering 

roles. The beautiful liturgies were celebrated by Fr Brian Vale 

and we are grateful to him for sharing the Mass with us.  

As I write this newsletter article it is Father’s Day. I trust that all 

fathers in our community are enjoying the love of their children 

today, whether they are near or far.  
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, 

Forever. 
 
 
 
 
Craig Wattam 
Principal 
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On Tuesday we were lucky enough to have the  

Sydney King’s come to the College and play 

against our Prep A Team as well as running clinics for the boys.  

The College has been designated a home game ticket offer for Sunday 15 October, vs Illawarra 

Hawks at 3.00pm. It would be great to see as many as possible take up this offer and support 

them. 

Training for all teams will start the week beginning Monday 18 September in preparation for 

our continuation on the summer season on Saturday 14 October (the first Saturday back in Term Four). 
 

On Friday 24 November, commencing at 6.30pm the annual Junior School Sports Presentation Evening will be held in the College  

gymnasium. This is an evening where boys are acknowledged for their outstanding efforts on the sporting fields throughout the  

past year. Throughout the evening, presentation of trophies will be made to boys in the following categories: 
 

 Age Champion Trophies 
 Best and Fairest and Team Awards for every team. 
 Undefeated sporting teams 

 

To encapsulate the sporting achievements of the year, a PowerPoint presentation, highlighting some of the great images captured 

throughout the 2017 sporting year will be shown. The night culminates with the presentation of the Junior School Sportsman of the  

Year Award. Throughout the evening, we have some amazing raffle prizes and all money collected goes to the Junior School Charity 

which will be Chetanalaya. To book this year, copy the link below, this can also be found on SOLE (under SPC Sport) and follow the 

prompts. Please book early to avoid disappointment. BOOKINGS WILL OPEN ON FRIDAY 8 SEPTEMBER. 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/RTPZ  OR  https://www.trybooking.com/312051 
 

Grant Andrews—Junior School Sportsmaster 

One of the great challenges in education is teaching about the world in which we live. 

Whether it be grouped loosely under a heading such as Environmental Education,  

Global Education, Civics and Citizenship, Modern History, HSIE or Religious Education there is growing need to bring our students to 

an understanding of the way the world functions in order that they become critical observers and eventually agents of positive change. 

The current world climate sets an even greater challenge for teachers in drawing meaning out of world conflicts that appear chaotic and 

confront us daily through the immediacy of information technology. One of the aims of educating the students in world affairs  

is to bring a sense of perspective and engage in rational discussion of cause and effect as well as maintaining a personal sense of  

optimism and hope. 

In the Junior School we bring our boys into these engagements with the world through curriculum work in HSIE, Religious Education 

and some of our themes in English. Our work with the Face to Faith programme and our relationship with the Catholic Church  

organisation in Delhi, Chetanalaya also bring us into contact with lives that are very different to our own. In our Pastoral Care Periods 

over the next few weeks we will be highlighting The International Day of Peace which is set down for Thursday 21 September.  

This day, initiated by the United Nations, is a day set aside for the promotion of peace and understanding amongst the populations of the 

world. The key theme of this day is that peace begins with each individual; through being a peaceful person within our own circle of 

influence we are doing all that we can to bring about world peace. We are hopeful that the boys at SPC will grow in their understanding 

of the world through these and other experiences at the College. 
 

Dan Fields—Acting Director of Junior School 

 

 

 

 
 

Last Thursday, Ruben Meerman, the Surfing Scientist visited the Junior 

School. Here are some of the responses from the students, following his visit. 
 

Science is fun and can change your life. Matthew 
 

I felt that I had entered a new world. There was stuff that I would not have thought that  
people could do. Marco 
 

The Surfing Scientist was funny and very creative. His experiments were cool and interesting. I totally recommend the Surfing Scientist. 
HE IS AWESOME! William 
 

Ruben gave us some words of advice: “Think like a proton, stay positive”. Xavier 
 

He was very enthusiastic and now I want to learn more about lasers and science. Noah 
 

I thoroughly enjoyed the Surfing Scientists presentations. It was very interesting and fun to watch. 
I learnt a lot of things and had a small giggle in the meantime. It was also very impressive to see 
a laser, especially a Class 3 version. It was a great day, and overall it was a great event. Joel  
 

I thought that it was cool watching his science experiments, and I find that he not only made me 
more interested in science, but he made many more people in the Junior School be more excited 
about the wonders of science as well. Matthew 
 

I loved the Surfing Scientist! What I liked the most about him was that he showed complex  
scientific concepts, but explained them in simple ways. Maxwell 
 

“Mind-blowing!” Alexander  
 

Helen Gibson—Junior School Librarian 

HSC students of St Ambrose Parish you and your  families are warmly invited to come to a special blessing Mass at 5.00pm  

on Sunday 8 October 2017 at St Ambrose Parish. If you would like to participate in the Mass please email  

akerboomdowd@optusnet.com.au and provide your name and what you would like to do. There will be a small supper afterwards. 

https://www.trybooking.com/RTPZ
https://www.trybooking.com/312051
mailto:akerboomdowd@optusnet.com.au


 

 

Revision for the HSC Written Examinations 

With such a short time till the HSC examinations begins, it is a very important time  

for each student to focus and step up his study regime in the realisation that in terms of marks, there is still 50% of the HSC Mark  

to work for. 
 

Although it will be an eventful time for the boys over the next few weeks as they celebrate the end of their schooling, they must  

not lose focus from the main task ahead – the HSC written examinations which commence Monday 16 October and conclude  

Tuesday 7 November. 
 

HSC Students Online - https://studentsonline.nesa.nsw.edu.au/  
 

This Board of Studies website facility provides students with their: 

 personal details 

 enrolment details 

 personalised HSC examination timetable 

 personalised Advice Line schedule 

 latest news 

 key dates 

 plus a range of other relevant information 
Also when applicable: 

 students Assessment Rank Order Notice 

 students HSC results. 
 

It is important that Students Online is accessed and checked. Should parents or their sons have further questions about the  

Students Online service or concerns about the information therein, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Brennan at the College. 
 

Andrew Brennan—Acting Director of Curriculum 

At St Patrick’s College we believe that the study of English is at the heart and foundation of what it means 

to be human. It is the heart and foundation of our humanity because, as speakers of the English language, it 

is the method of expression through which we understand, interpret and contribute to the world in which we live. As the Russian  

psychologist Vygotski explored, language is the means through which we compose our thoughts, and thereby develop our intellectual 

and social capacity.  

Our study of English segments this into four primary modes: Reading/Viewing, Writing, Speaking and Listening. So this term has seen 

our Year 9 students engage in the study of Shakespeare’s Macbeth through a performance based task where they have been required to 

demonstrate their deeper understanding of the play through their ability to speak and perform excerpts of Shakespeare’s work, thus  

engaging with the text authentically. After all, Shakespeare’s work was intended to be spoken and listened to, not merely read, as may 

have been the case in the classrooms of the past. 

All of our English classes this year have had a focus on creative writing. Again, this is one of the ways in which we, as human beings, 

are able to translate our thoughts into meaningful, and sometimes inspiring, interactions with others. Year 7 have been creating a range 

of fantasy texts through their study of the genre this term. Earlier in Semester One, Year 9 practised their skills in engaging with and 

creating narratives of survival. Creative response to texts is also practised in our senior classes through their conceptual studies of the 

journey and discovery in Year 11 and 12 respectively. 

In the Senior School the development of reading skills is likewise not just about understanding what we read, but having a human  

response to it. This means employing and developing critical thinking skills to evaluate what we read with a clear and independent mind 

and to allow what we read to be an inspiration for shaping our thoughts and written responses. To this end Year 10 have just completed 

a study of how texts represent and form notions of Australian values, and have critically evaluated the changing nature of these values in 

texts over time. In Year 11 Advanced English, students have been engaged in a Viva Voce assessment where they were required to  

respond verbally to critical reasoning questions proposed to them by two markers in relation to their prescribed text, Anil’s Ghost by 

Michael Ondaatje. This task encouraged higher order thinking skills by necessitating a deeper engagement with the text. This is an  

example of what Vygotski suggested about the way using language can grow intellectual capacity. 

There is a reason that English sits at the core of our curriculum: because, being able to use English well is liberating. Whatever future 

path in life our boys and young men may follow, English will remain the primary way through which they are able to think  

independently and engage intellectually and socially with others. 
 

Adam Leslie—Acting English Studies Coordinator 

ENGLISH  

On Monday 4 September a group of students represented the College at an enrichment day held 

at MLC Burwood. The day was run by MLC in conjunction with the Gifted and Talented  

Secondary Teachers Association (GATSTA). The day, known as Beaux and Belles is an opportunity for students in Years 7-10 to  

participate in a collaborative learning opportunity with students from other schools. Students with a gift in a particular discipline work 

collaboratively within a group to create a piece of work or solve a challenge in their particular area.  

Our students were involved in: writing sonnets, creating and performing a musical composition, using technology to devise a tool to 

keep kids safe and a campaign to promote this, solving complex chess problems,  

solving an engineering problem and investigating the various branches of philosophy 

and questions raised in these. It was a wonderful day of cooperation rather than  

competition between young people and it was very pleasing to see what all students 

achieved in their small groups. The following students are to be commended on the 

way in which they participated in the day: James Hraiki, Alexander Turner Jensen, 

James Herberstein, Darcy Patterson, Emilio Campana, Christian Taffa, Isaac Seeto 

and Nicholas Tandiono. 
 

Janine Timillero—Diverse Learning Coordinator 

ENRICHMENT DAY 

https://studentsonline.nesa.nsw.edu.au/


 

 

The College Cup Rewards Day will be held next Friday 15 September. Students from the  
winning House will be involved in a series of games and activities. Lunch will be provided to 

students on the day. Further details will be provided to the students of the winning House group after Assembly on Friday 8 September. 
 

On Thursday 14 September students and staff will participate in the annual R U OK? Day. The aim of the day is increase awareness of 
individuals who may be struggling with mental health concerns, encouraging and empowering everyone to ask “are you ok?” of anyone 
struggling with life. 
 

Students will be able to support the day and the R U OK? organisation by wearing a wristband that will offered to them for a gold coin 
donation during homeroom. There will be other whole school initiatives planned as well during the week. 
 

Many of the Senior boys will be familiar with Batyr statistics: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is why R U OK? Day is so important. 
 

The facts: 
In a National survey conducted by the R U OK? organisation the following question was posed – ‘just how likely are we as a nation to 
feel confident enough to ask, “are you ok,” of anyone we’re worried about?’ The good news is 70 per cent of respondents said they felt 
comfortable asking the question. For the third of us who don’t feel comfortable, the leading reasons include: “I don’t know what to 
say” / “I wouldn’t want to make it worse” / “I’m worried they might get angry” / “I’m not an expert” / “It’s none of my business”.  
To this end, the R U OK? organisation has sought expert advice to develop a four step strategy to guide people through a conversation. 
 

2017 Campaign theme: ‘You’ve got what it takes’ 
We’ve all got what it takes to look out for one another and support those who may be struggling. For most of us, our eyes, ears and 
mouths are the resources we can use to support those around us. You’ve got what it takes to navigate a conversation when someone says 
“no, I’m not ok” by following these four steps: 
 

1. Ask R U OK?      3. Encourage action 
2. Listen       4. Check in 
 

Where can people find help? 
Sometimes conversations are too big for friends and family and professional support is needed. Students and parents are encouraged to 
contact the College Counsellors, or alternatively: 
www.ruok.org.au   
https://au.reachout.com/ - parents will find a useful Parent Portal 
https://www.headspace.org.au/ - a family and friend portal with advice 
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/ 
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/ 
 

Robert Simpson—Director of Pastoral Care 

PASTORAL CARE  

Father’s Day Masses  

http://www.ruok.org.au
https://au.reachout.com/
https://www.headspace.org.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/


 

 

SATURDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2017 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  

Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

Congratulations 

In last week’s Especean I wrote about Harry Manenti’s selection in the U17 NSW 

Cricket side. We received more good news this week as Harry has been selected in the Australian Pathways Rookie Squad for 2017 –  

a programme that works to identify and nurture talented cricketers across the country. You can read about Harry’s selection on the 

Cricket Australia website - http://www.cricket.com.au/news/australia-pathways-rookie-squad-cricket-2017-announcement/2017-09-04. 
 

Many would be aware that the Junior Club Rugby season came to a close last weekend, with a number of boys competing in  

Grand Finals for their respective clubs. St Patrick’s Old Boys Junior Rugby Club had two teams in the Under 13s category finish the 

season as minor premiers in their Divisions, with one going on to win their Grand Final. Well done to all involved.  
 

ISA Athletics 

The Athletics Squad competed in the ISA Championships on Tuesday at Sydney Olympic Park Athletic Centre. After a successful  

campaign in 2016, the squad was keen to back up these performances and defend their title this year. Despite a number of injuries both 

throughout the season and some late changes to the team to compete at the Championships, I’m pleased to report that St Patrick’s  

did indeed retain the ISA Aggregate Athletics Shield, finishing ahead of runners-up St Pius X and 3rd placed Oakhill College.  

St Patrick’s also brought home the Senior Shield, while the squad finished runners-up (by two points) and third in the Intermediate and 

Junior Divisions respectively. A full report will be contained within next week’s Especean.  

 

Mitchell Kearsley—Head of Secondary Sport 

SENIOR SCHOOL WINTER SPORTS PRESENTATION EVENINGS 
Parents and boys are reminded that the Senior School Winter Sports Presentation Evenings will be held at the following times in  
Week 9: 
 

Secondary Football Presentation Evening - 7.15pm – Gymnasium - Wednesday 13 September 
 

Secondary Tennis Presentation Evening - 7.15pm – Hall - Wednesday 13 September 
 

Secondary Rugby Presentation Evening - 7.15pm – Gymnasium - Thursday 14 September 
 

Full attendance by students involved with these activities is a clear expectation. Any request for leave should be forwarded to  
Mr Fochesato. 
 

In terms of parking, the College requests that no one parks their car in Hydebrae Street (which runs at ninety degrees from Francis Street 
and the Senior Library) at any time. Its narrowness makes resident parking difficult and non-resident parking can present a safety risk by 
preventing the access of emergency vehicles. The College tennis courts will be available for some on-site parking on a  

'first come, first served' basis. Entrance to the tennis courts is from the driveway in Fraser Street and motorists are asked to 
park their vehicle next to another vehicle in a close fashion so that we can make available the greatest possible number of  
parking spaces. 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL WINTER SPORT PHOTOS 
Parents are advised that their sons will be informed of the Photo timetable for the College Winter Sports activities via their Homeroom 

Noticeboards. Photos will be taken in the College Hall on Thursday 14 September. 

I would kindly ask that parents ensure that their son’s Winter Sports gear is clean and in good condition for the photos. Details relating 

to the purchasing of photos on-line will be forwarded to parents via the  

Especean in the near future.  
 

Steve Fochesato—Director of Co-curricular 

http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport
http://www.cricket.com.au/news/australia-pathways-rookie-squad-cricket-2017-announcement/2017-09-04

