
 

 

 

 

Two are better than one . . . for if they fall, one will lift up the other.  
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-10) 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

On Catholic Education 

Being a member of a Catholic College community is both a privilege 

and an awesome responsibility. Parents make informed and prayerful 

choices about where their son attends school. Apart from home, it is the 

place where he spends most of his time! In my leadership roles I have 

often asked teachers and school leaders to try to articulate their vision 

for a graduate of Catholic education. This is much harder to do than it 

first appears.  
 

In Australia, our Catholic schooling offerings are enviable on a world 

scale, with more than 20% of all school students attending a Catholic 

school. We live in a complex, pluralistic world, where meaning is often 

socially constructed. We face challenges of shrinking participation in the 

life of the Catholic Church, a growing secularisation in society, and a 

shifting cultural context. All of these things affect our ways of being 

Catholic in the world. And, we are not divorced from the world; indeed 

we exist in it! So it is in this climate and cultural milieu that we try to 

make sense of the place, relevance and purpose of our Catholic schools.  
 

So what is my vision of an excellent Catholic education? 
 

Catholic schools should be places where 

students are offered the opportunity to get in 

touch with their own spirituality. We do this 

through the story of the Good News as 

revealed by Jesus Christ. It is our 

responsibility to couch this in the culture of 

being Catholic. This means that we offer 

opportunities for exposure to the Sacramental 

life of the Church, through meaningful and 

contemporary liturgies and that we are 

explicit about what it is that is Catholic and 

Christian about our schools. Fundamentally, 

we want our boys to know that God loves 

them unconditionally, that God is with them 

especially in difficult times and that God will never desert them.  
 

One of our chief aims must be to offer faith formation and growth 

experiences, relative to a boy’s age and stage of development. We offer 

Jesus as the model to emulate and follow, and we see Edmund Rice as 

being a faithful servant of Jesus; a man who worked for the benefit of 

others, who gave his life to the Church and to the liberating power of the 

Gospel message, and whose actions animated this message. 
 

In equal measure, a 

Catholic education needs to 

produce young men who 

are independent and critical 

thinkers with a sense of 

justice and compassion for 

others. They must stand for 

something. They need to 

call out injustice when they 

see and hear it, and upon 

leaving us, do so with the knowledge that their learning will prepare 

them to take their place as active, worthwhile citizens for the world. 

Jesus was not only a servant but he was also of service to others.  

Our young men will be prepared to serve others, and to actively seek 

ways of doing so. Our relationships are the key to all that happens in 

schools. These relationships should be carefully nurtured and developed. 

Acting out of values of truth, 

compassion, reconciliation and 

justice, they should be apparent 

in our every interaction and in 

our policies and programmes.  

As teachers in Catholic schools 

we must accept students where 

they are, yet have expectations  

of them for growth and  

self-improvement. 
 

It is our collective responsibility to ensure students have the freedom 

and the tools to aspire to greatness, whatever that greatness may be for 

each individual. They must be well educated to take their place in a 

world where they can assert their independence, use their skills, 

knowledge and talents such that they feel personally and professionally 

fulfilled. 
 

I hope that boys leave St Patrick’s College with the inherent 

understanding that learning is important for learning’s sake. It is not 

always paramount that what we learn at school is the end in itself, but 

rather how we learn at school that will stand our boys in good stead for 

their future. Our graduates will value the work of teams, being 

collaborators in learning and they will also have the capacity to work 

alone and with purpose. They will be able to eloquently articulate their 

thinking about learning and will also be reflective about the process of 

learning. They will seek to know more.  
 

A Ricean Catholic education allows young people to walk in the shoes 

of others, to extend hospitality to those they meet, particularly those who 

need it most, and to greet the stranger in their midst with warmth and 

understanding. Graduates of St Patrick’s College will be cognisant of 

what has been gifted to them, and the need to look after it for the future. 

They will be young people who work not only for their own benefit but 

also for the greater good and they should be able to use their leisure time 

fruitfully and feel comfortable in their own skin. Confident graduates of 

our College will embrace change and look to the future filled with hope 

and in the full knowledge that they do not walk this earth alone.  
 

Condolences  
We extend our prayers and condolences to the following students, 

Lachlan Moussa (Year 11) and his family on the death of his 

grandmother Ramza O’Beid. Mrs O’Beid was the grandmother to a 

number of former and current College students. 

Thomas (Year 11) and Jonathan Naoum (Year 10) and family on the 

passing of their grandfather George Aposhian.  

James Martin (Year 12) and family on the death of his grandfather  

Gary Martin. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May they rest in peace.  
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 

 
 
 
 
Craig Wattam 
Principal 
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Congratulations to Jonah Thompson of Year 6 who recently competed in the PSSA Rugby 

Union tournament representing the NSWCIS. The CIS won the Grand Final over Sydney 

West 24 – 19, after being down 14 – 0. Jonah’s excellent play throughout the whole tournament has seen him been selected for the  

State team. Well done. Congratulations also to all the boys who travelled to The Kings School last Saturday for their Invitational  

Athletics Carnival. Some excellent results in the 100 and 200m events.  

On Tuesday a squad of 25 competed at the IPSHA Representative Carnival at Homebush. Well done to the Junior relay squad who 

came second in their heat. Well done to Samuel Avvenevole U10's Discus, Patrick Harris U10's Shot Put and Lorenzo Bilotta U12's 

100m who have all made it through to represent IPSHA at the NSWCIS carnival, Lorenzo also made it 

through as fastest in the 200m. Cooper Edwards also in 200m U12's. This is the first Saturday that staff 

and boys have had off for a very long time. I hope you all have a great weekend. 
 

Grant Andrews—Junior School Sportsmaster 

 
 

Last Thursday the Junior School hosted over  

260 grandparents of our Year 5 boys for our  

Annual Grandparents’ Day. The day was a great  

success with a beautiful Mass, highlighted by the  

wonderful slide show after communion featuring  

“You Make Me Feel So Young” by Frank Sinatra and shots of many of the grandparents 

who were present. There was spirited singing throughout the Mass, particularly 

the rousing College anthem, a relaxed morning tea and the opportunity to  

hear the grandparents talk about the past, present and future in the classrooms.  

It was also a wonderful way to acknowledge those who have breathed life into 

our Year 5s the most recent group who can call themselves St Pat’s boys.  

I would like to thank all who attended the day, the boys for their excellent  

participation and the Year 5 staff for their work in preparation. In particular  

I would like to thank Mrs Gibson, Mr Davis, Miss Grape and Father Jack for 

their efforts in getting Grandparents’ Day up and running this year and to make 

special mention of the parents who gave up their time to help us with the 

morning tea and the grandparents who contributed to the Mass and spoke to 

the boys in class. 

Our Book Week celebrations last week also included our Book Week parade and a visit 

from Mick Elliott, author of ‘The Turners’. Mick presented an interesting and creative  

presentation to all boys in the Junior School. He reminded all writers about the importance of  

description and using our own life experiences and imagination as inspiration for our stories.  

To one and all, thank you.  

 

Dan Fields—Acting Director of Junior School 

 

The College Wind Ensemble competed in the NSW State Band Championships on Saturday  

26 August, competing in the Open D Grade Division.  

The Wind Ensemble staged an exceptionally powerful performance, including an arrangement of the 

hymn ‘Amazing Grace’. The boys proudly and passionately brought the room to life with exceptional 

passion and musical zeal. The Wind Ensemble won all three categories of the Championships  

including the Open D Grade State Championships title for 2017! Congratulations and well done  

to all boys! 
 

Derek Rose—Bandmaster 

NSW State  Band ChampionshipsNSW State  Band Championships  



 

 

 

In Religious Education we seek to foster not only an understanding and life-giving 

experience of our faith tradition, but to provide students with the means to navigate 

their world and apply their faith to new ideas and challenges. Currently in Year 10 Religious Education, students are learning about 

Catholic Social Teaching and how as people of faith we are called as Catholics to respond to injustices in our society through raising 

awareness, taking action and empowering the marginalised through advocacy. Social injustices in the areas of asylum seekers, poverty 

and the challenges facing our indigenous brothers and sisters are complex issues which require a deep understanding of both our world 

and our faith in order to navigate them successfully with reason and compassion. I was privileged to have attended a class recently 

which explored this complex area through the facilitation of a ‘Community of Inquiry’ which sees students working collaboratively, 

vocalising and thinking together in order to build skills and awareness in response to a particular question. It is a method often used for 

philosophical discussion which allows individuals to grow in their own understanding of issues by listening to and applying the  

understanding of others. One of the most fundamental elements of any kind of pursuit of justice is an understanding of others and this 

was put into practice so powerfully as I witnessed students take turns in sharing their opinions and building on their ideas in a safe  

environment which fostered listening skills, empathy, respect, friendship and true collaboration towards a common goal. It is so vital to 

learn about the dignity of others and how we are called to live out Christ’s mission by making God known to all people. It is all the 

more remarkable when it is communicated through a method that is built upon the same principles of dignity, respect and value of the 

other as characterised by Ms Burgess’ class mentioned above. 

James Crino—Religious Education Coordinator (Stage 4 – 6) 

On Friday 25 August, Year 7 visited Taronga Zoo and you 

couldn’t have asked for a more fun-filled, interesting day. 

It started with Reptile World where we saw Freshwater Crocodiles, Corroboree Frogs, Komodo Dragons, mice, spiders and snakes and 

when I say snakes, I mean lots of snakes all colours and sizes but the scariest was the black headed python. Then it was off to go on an 

African Safari to see the cheeky chimpanzees who were funny and entertaining. They can grow between 1.3 and 1.6 metres and weigh 

up to 65kg. But what was amazing is a chimpanzee has the strength of 6 men, who would have thought these funny little comedians 

who entertained us are so powerful. 

As we continued on our walk through the African Safari we saw Barbary sheep, Bongos, Zebras, Fennec Foxes, Himalayan Tahrs,  

Tigers, Sun Bear and Giraffe which was the tallest animal and can grow up to 5.5 metres in height. All of these animals were just in the 

African Safari Walk and yet there was so much more to see and do. As we went around the corner we were transported into the  

Rainforest and this little walk took us to another part of the world 

in which we saw lots of birds in the largest aviary I have ever seen, 

not to mention the Condor what an amazing bird with massive 

wing span. It was now time to see the leaf monkeys, turtles, deers 

and pygmy hippos and then there were the elephants the largest 

animals at the zoo, the males weigh up to 5,400kg whilst the  

females only weigh up to 2,700kg. 

We were lucky to pat some animals, the zoo keepers called this 

‘pat a pet’ time so what an experience to pat snakes, turtles, baby 

possums and stick insects as I was expecting your normal everyday 

pets. After patting the pets that left us all on a high we saw the 

seals and the meerkats. The meerkats are so small yet so observant 

and protective they would make great watch dogs for any family. 

And we finally finished up with Backyard to Bush which was an 

extraordinary journey through Australian animals from the pets  

and creepy crawlies that share our homes to the farm and the  

mysterious bush. It was very much a hands on experience, amazing 

sights, lots of fun facts and a funny show all rolled into one. 
 

Ryan Hodgekiss (Year 7 Student) 

Year 7 Taronga Zoo Excursion Year 7 Taronga Zoo Excursion ––  7 Science 67 Science 6  
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Once again this year SPC students participated in the Write a Book in a Day  

competition. This national competition raises funds for the Kids Cancer Project. After 

the books are judged and prizes awarded, all the books written will be distributed to  

children’s hospitals across Australia. 

At 8.00am on Monday 28 August, three groups of eager Year 6 and Year 7 students poised 

their pens ready for a full day of creative writing. This year the writing parameters required 

stories to include such characters as a window washer and a turtle and issues such as a  

driving test or bushfire. There was much excitement and animated discussion as the groups 

brainstormed plot ideas, developed characters and composed their texts. It was a day of team 

work and collaboration, and having to submit the final copy by 5.00pm, saw the boys  

pulling out all the stops to make the deadline. There was a frenzy of drawing illustrations 

and editing, and a very happy but exhausted group of boys by the end. 

Our Year 7 group ‘Pat’s Pens’ wrote a gripping story called Curse of the Emerald Eye  

featuring magical rabbits and animals coming to life. Year 6 group ‘Terrific Typing Turtles’ 

penned Turtle Trouble, an action adventure story which turns into a lifesaving drama.  

While our other Year 6 group ‘The Writing Pretzels’ produced an adventure story about a 

bushfire and two unlikely heroes which was kindly dedicated to Mr Jim Walters.  

The published books will be available in the school libraries soon for your reading pleasure. 
 

Janine Timillero & Heidi Viney—Diverse Learning Team 

Write a Book in a DayWrite a Book in a Day   



 

 

SATURDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 2017 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  

Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

 

 
Congratulations 

After competing in the State Cricket Challenge, Harry  

Manenti has been selected in the New South Wales U17 

Cricket Team to compete in the Nationals in Queensland 

from 24 September to 5 October. This is a wonderful 

achievement for Harry and just reward for the hard work and 

dedication he has applied to his game. Well done! 
 

Athletics 

The last two Saturdays have seen the Athletics squad competing in Invitational Track and Field carnivals with GPS, CAS and ISA 

schools at Sydney Olympic Park Athletic Centre. There have been a number of outstanding performances across the two carnivals, with 

up to 100 athletes from St Patrick’s enjoying the competition on what have been two great days for Athletics. 
 

St Patrick’s co-hosted the carnival at SOPAC last Saturday with Newington College and, in perfect conditions, the athletes stepped up to 

the challenge against 9 other schools. There were two performances in particular which deserve particular recognition: 
 

 Christopher Ius of Year 12 ran a brilliant 200m to break the College record in the Opens category. His time of 21.70s beat 

the previous record of 22.00s, set in 2011. 
 

 Jonathan Meaker of Year 7 ran a scintillating 1500m to break a long standing record in the 12 years age group. The record, 

previously held by D Whealy was set in 1981. Jonathan beat his time by 6 seconds in running 4 mins 53 seconds.  

A wonderful effort! 
 

Mitchell Kearsley—Head of Secondary Sport 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events  
 

Saturday 2 September  Invitation Athletics Carnival 3 at SOPAC 

Tuesday 5 September  ISA Athletics Championships at SOPAC 

Tuesday 5 September  Cricket and Basketball trials commence 

Wednesday 13 September Football and Tennis Presentation Evenings 

Thursday 14 September Rugby Presentation Evening 

Thursday 14 September Senior School Winter Sport photographs 

ATHLETICS 

8.00AM Sydney Olympic Park Athletic Centre 

 
Approximately 100 students of Year 9 Commerce took part in the  

Annual Market Day on Friday 11 August in Week 5 of this term. Market Day is structured like a weekend market stall event. As a  

cornerstone of their current topic of study, Running a Business, students were placed into groups to form small businesses. Each small 

business was responsible for producing food and drink items to be sold to students and staff. Market Day enables all Year 9 Commerce 

students to apply their knowledge of operations, marketing, human resources and finance. From chicken packs, burgers, and pizzas 

through to a full range of dessert options, each group delivered a fantastic array of delicacies and high quality customer service.  

All profits made on the day will be donated to the Year 9 charity focus group. Thanks must go to the Junior School staff for allowing 

Market Day to go ahead in the Junior Yard, the Maintenance team for all of their help prior to and on the day, as well Ms Forgione,  

Mr Marsh, Mr Sciortino, and Mrs Elias for the work they put into the event. 
 

Luke Reynolds—HSIE B Studies Coordinator 

Year 9 Commerce Market DayYear 9 Commerce Market Day   
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