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A TERM OF JUSTICE 
Gillian Daley– Director of Identity 

Term 2 is a busy term in so many ways, not least of which is the dedication we have to causes that 

are important to how we see and enact change in the world.  This term has seen the College’s Social 

Justice Action Group (SJAG) work hard in many different ways to ensure that we are living the exam-

ples of Awareness, Action and Advocacy, as is our purpose.  Throughout this issue of It’s Time you 

will see the many and varied initiatives we are involved with and will continue to be involved with.  

While many other issues and causes come our way, we are committed to three core areas, which 

also tap into the national curriculum – the Environment, Aboriginal Reconciliation and Refugees.  All 

three are connected and all provide us with the ability to see outside of ourselves so that we may 

attain a truly genuine Liberating Education. 

Below are some short extracts from my Address at the St Patrick’s College Founders Day Mass which 

hopefully guides us to a better understanding of one of our EREA touchstones in the context of our 

Christian Brothers’ heritage… 

The Christian Brothers, like their Founder, are forward thinking.  I am constantly amazed at examples 

of all that they did and / or said well before the times caught up with them, if they even have.  They 

knew that education was the key to liberation and they brought this in so many different forms to so 

many, with their legacy remaining around the world.  They are smart, inclusive, educated, compas-

sionate and humble men.  There are many of them I have admired greatly over the years for their joy 

of life, pursuit of knowledge and beauty, their simplicity, generosity of spirit and great warmth.  Sad-

ly many of them have since gone to heaven, but I am lucky to have been here when there were still a 

few brothers on staff.  They espouse something that is difficult to talk about, something that is diffi-

cult to put a finger on.  Like everyone they are human and therefore unique, but together they are a 

beautiful mystery and the salt of the earth.  They are truly doers of the Word, as St James called all 

of us to be in the first reading. 

Many years ago Old Boy and writer, Thomas Kenneally described the Christian Brothers as “social 

mechanics”.  They kick started the lowly to be greater than they could ever have imagined.  They 

took those who had little prospects and made them new.  Where you sit today were many of the 

poorest in society and the success of the Brothers not only saw many of these poor succeed as doc-

tors, lawyers, teachers, academics and the like, but their success has led to communities, such as 

ours, that are far from poor.  Like many of the religious orders to come from the British Isles and Eu-

rope they gave their lives to make better lives for others.  As tough as they may have been and as 

poor as they began themselves, one could only say ‘thank God for the Brothers’.  Their complete and 

selfless dedication saw the lowly lifted high!  This is a liberating education.      ………………... 



 

They gave a liberating education long before it became a touchstone.  They lived it without naming it.  To-

day we name it, along with the others, to ensure that we never lose sight of why we are here. 

In a recent letter from the Executive Director of EREA, Mr Wayne Tinsey, he stated that “There is no liber-

ating education without shared humanity.”  As schools we can look at what subjects we teach, then we 

look at how we teach them, but often the most important question to ask is why we teach them.  Why did 

the brothers teach those who could have been ignored on the streets of Ireland, why did the Christian 

Brothers, among others, come to Australia to set up schools, why do we teach you today?  Simple… so that 

we can make life better for others.  In turn this makes life better for us.  We are called to learn, to be better 

and to use our knowledge for good, for the liberation of those who live in oppression, poverty, cruelty, ine-

quality.  Some of those people could be sitting beside you today and some could be out in the world be-

yond the comfy school and homes we enjoy.  This message is not one of negativity or hatred or laziness or 

annoyance.  It is one of challenge and hope and love.  The Christian Brothers are a model of love and ser-

vice who never operated out of fear or hate, nor should we.  ……… 

Liberation comes from bringing justice and peace, something we need to reach out our hands to do to all 

people; love your enemies as your friends.  The Beatitudes in the Gospel today teach us that God will care 

for the oppressed and the poor, but how will God do it?  Through us!  Turn the other cheek, walk the extra 

mile, give the extra clothing without being asked.  Do to others as you would have them do to you.  You 

hear it often, but do you live it?  …….. 

A liberating education…..one that frees us from our selfishness, one that inspires us to not just do better 

but be better, one that lifts us up so that we may lift up others.  What you want for yourself and what you 

want for your best mate should be what you want for all – a good and happy life………….. 

You just need to make a difference where you can and as the great Ignatian spirituality states, be a man or 

woman for others.  Simple. 

The young men and boys of St Patrick’s College have been blessed with so much and they learn so much.  

They know what is right.  Our only hope is that they will live it authentically, being liberators, not oppres-

sors.  

“Inspired by the Gospel and Edmund Rice, St Patrick’s College liberates the whole person and educates 

for resilient and spirited men who are challenged to serve.”  (SPC Mission) 

Gillian Daley 

Director of Identity 

Gillian Daley– Director of Identity 

A TERM OF JUSTICE (CONT.) 



 

By Joseph Bejjani 

CALL TO JUSTICE  

 
This Term has been one of immense witnessing to and action towards the call for justice. In 

our community, the Social Justice Action Group have been involved in various initiatives 

around the College to help raise awareness for certain issues as well as act out their role in 

the plan of Justice. This has included the Fair Trade Hot Chocolate Stall which was held in 

the mornings in the Powell Pavilion to sell Fair Trade Hot Chocolate and raise awareness for 

our community to  purchase items that align with this agreement when they are in the gro-

cery store. SJAG members also took part in the SPC and St Joseph’s Alice Springs afternoon 

tea, the Winter Appeal and the Lucas Gardens visit to our college. 

 

In a society that is filled  with demand and strain, it is easy to lead lives that are neglecting 

the prominence of the call for Justice. Justice is not something that may be pushed aside or 

‘set to the bottom of the list’, but rather, it is something that should make up a portion of 

your life and act as a contributing factor in all the decisions that you make. Social Justice is 

a vital aspect within our lives as it is pivotal in maintaining the coexistence of humanity and 

directs human kind on a path of harmony rather than neglect. Justice not only involves the 

way in which we are called to ensure that all human beings are treated equally with the 

same amount of respect, but it is the way in which our moral compass calls us to act as a 

part of the whole of humanity.  

 

We are privileged members of the Kingdom of God who have been born into lives where 

we are able to act upon the call for Justice. We have no control over the situation into 

which we are born, nor do we know what tomorrow will hold. Thus, we should use the po-

sition which we are in today to act morally and conduct ourselves in the manner that we 

see fit  in order to sustain a code of moral behaviour, equity and love within humanity.  

In saying this, I urge all members of the college community to get involved in the initiatives 

which will be occurring next term and I also thank you all for your involvement in the vari-

ous initiatives throughout the school year thus far. 

Joseph Bejjani 

Year 12– Social Justice Prefect 



 

RECONCILIATION WEEK 
Alex Collins—Year 12 

National Reconciliation Week 2016 was held from May 27, the date of Australia’s most 
successful referendum in which the Commonwealth were granted power to make laws for 
Aboriginal peoples and recognise them in the census, to 3 June, the date on which the High 
Court handed down the Mabo decision, recognising the special relationship between Aboriginal 
people and the land. This year is particularly momentous as it marks 25 years of formal reconciliation in 
Australia with the establishment of the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation in 1991.  
 
National Reconciliation Week celebrates and builds on the respectful relationships shared by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other Australians. The 2016 theme is Our 
History, Our Story, Our Future which asks all Australians to reflect on our national identity and 
the place of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures and rights in our nation’s 
past, present and future. Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as 
we move forward to create a nation that is strengthened by respectful relationships between Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other Australians.  We acknowledge the progress that has been 
made while also considering the many more things that can be done to achieve Reconciliation. 
 
The SPC community observed Reconciliation Week with the SPC Reconciliation Round of Sport, held on 
the 21st of May. The firsts in Tennis, Football and Rugby all wore the SPC Aboriginal jersey designed 
with the help of the students of St Joseph’s, Alice Springs. 
Furthermore, all teams, of all ages acknowledged country prior to play. This was our own small 
way of acknowledging the thousands of years of history Aboriginal culture provides and the 
work that must be done to help the Reconciliation process. 
 
The Recognise Campaign has also gained much momentum in recent months. It is a part of the organisa-
tion that organises Reconciliation Australia. A few weeks ago the Australian Football League celebrated 
their annual indigenous rounds in which many teams wore special jerseys to raise awareness for the 
Recognise campaign and the broader Reconciliation movement. The Recognise campaign is the people’s 
movement to recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in the Australian Constitution and 
ensure there’s no place in it for racial discrimination. This is a chance for Australia to acknowledge the 
first chapter of our national story, and to forge our future together.  
 
Both Reconciliation Week and the Recognise Campaign are major examples of the work being done to 
“close the gap” between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians as we walk together in solidarity to-
gether for a better future.   
 

Alex Collins 

Year 12 



 

REFUGEE WEEK 
Year 10 

 

Refugee Week is an activity dedicated to inform Australians about refugees and to why 
they have fled from their country.  Australia has  given a permanent home to more than 
800,000 refugees in the past and  wants to continue this into the future. 

 

“With courage let us all combine” This is the theme for this year's Refugee Week. The 
theme shows the courage that refugees have and also the courage of people who speak 
out about this particular issue.  

 

“With courage let us all combine” is the theme for Refugee Week in Australia for 2015 
to 2017. This theme celebrates the courage of refugees and of people who speak out 
against persecution and injustice. It serves as a call for unity and for positive action, en-
couraging Australians to improve our nation’s welcome for refugees and to 
acknowledge the skills and energy refugees bring to their new home. It is a line in our 
National Anthem that calls us to justice. 

 

Refugee Week provides us with an opportunity to think about our national values as 
they apply people seeking protection from persecution and to imagine the sort of coun-
try of which a different kind of patriot would be proud. But as people of a nation built 
largely by migrants and refugees who arrived with nothing but hope, these values are 
particularly important to us. 

 

These refugees are under threat and we as people should care for them as they would 
care for us. Millions of Australians are deeply offended by a policy which results in chil-
dren being locked up indefinitely because their parents had the temerity to hope that 
Australia might offer them enduring protection from persecution. These refugees have 
faced distressing and sad experiences. We should speak up and fight for our nation! 

 

Christian Guarna, Andrea Calvano, Sebastian Montessano & Enrico Valente 

 

Year 10 



 

BULLYING 
Jordan Brewer—Year 12 Student Wefare Prefect 

“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If an elephant has 
its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neu-
trality.” Desmond Tutu 

 

Bullying is a virus, to which no one is immune. It’s an epidemic that is quickly spreading throughout 
schools and especially through social media. It is a virus that infects people as the hosts of this virus very 
carefully choose their victim. 

 

With discussions with many of the teachers, there seems to be an increasing amount of reported cases of 
bullying. But what exactly is it. Bullying is repeated verbal, physical, social or psychological aggressive be-
haviour by a person or group that is intended to cause harm, distress or fear. In our society, there is a 
difference between conflict and bullying. Bullying is the completing of an action REPEATEDLY that causes 
distress to another. It is not a one-off teasing encounter or someone not liking you. It is extremely im-
portant that we all understand this distinction between conflict and bullying because there seems to be a 
misunderstanding of its actual nature. 

 

One in every four students reports being bullied during the school year. This number is not as high at St. 
Patrick’s College however is still a prevalent issue at the school. Going out of your way to intentionally 
make somebody feel uncomfortable or to directly insult or target them, makes someone a bully. These 
actions are low, inappropriate and unnecessary. There are statistics that show that many schoolyard bul-
lies have troubling and worrying issues in the future. Many inherit a violent nature, vandalise property 
and even have criminal convictions as adults. Many bullies actually at one stage were victims of bullying 
themselves, reasoning for why they became a bully. If you were a victim of bullying or you currently are, 
don’t see need to go out and bully somebody else because of the pain you felt, on the contrary, you 
should be helping to prevent this virus, because you understand the true pain that bullying can cause 
therefore you should not want others to feel the same pain you have felt.    

 

As for victims, they can suffer effects such as poor school adjustment; sleep difficulties, anxiety and de-
pression. They can also develop mental health and behavioural problems.  

 

The misuse of social media is becoming a significant platform for bullying, and this is where the true col-
ours of a bully are observed. Bullies feel the need to bully to feel better about themselves. Hypothetically 
speaking, more often than not, those victims who have the capacity for intellectual and aesthetical dis-
tinction is greater than that of the bully, are targeted as this heightened sense in a human being is exploit-
ed by the bully as the bully feels inferior and jealous, and that is why bullies do what they do out; of sheer 
spite and jealousy. They want to be the intimidating ones, when really the bullies are the ones who are 
intimidated.  One can only bully another when they are with their friends or if they have a platform to 
bully in front of them, such as social media. Isolate that bully, and their insecurities can be seen. They are 
all talk and at the end of the day their actions of a low act. That is why we need to stand up and take ac-
tion against bullying.  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5943.Desmond_Tutu


 

BULLYING (CONT) 
Jordan Brewer—Year 12 Student Welfare Prefect 

 

It’s not difficult to combat bullying but it requires the ability to stand up for yourself and standing up for 
others. It sounds easy but its not. It’s hard to do if you don’t know who you really are. In my years at the 
college, I can do this now that I am older, wiser and more aware and conscious of my actions. The least I 
can do in my role is tell you all the importance of treating others with respect. We are expected to define 
ourselves at such an early age and if we don’t do it, then others do it for us, giving us a label, and by oth-
ers I mean bullies. If you see someone being bullied don’t be afraid to say something, don’t be a bystand-
er, rather show a level of humility because at the end of the day evil only succeeds when good people do 
nothing. “Strong people stand up for themselves, but the strongest people stand for the others.” 

 

We have no right to dehumanise people, because we have no idea about who they are, where they come 
from and the problems they have faced over their lives. In our society there are outcasts, and people who 
we classify as ‘not the norm’, but it is not about isolating these people to make them feel even more se-
cluded but about embracing them for who they are no matter who they may be, no matter what religion, 
race, gender or whether they suffer a disability. The proper way we treat people should come second na-
ture to us due to our strong Christian faith and way of life at the college. 

 

The primary thing we need to understand is the correct manner in which we need to treat others. There is 
no point going around the playground calling people names, giving them a label, because at the end of 
the day you do not know what situation that person maybe in. Most of us cannot understand this, but I 
can assure you all that your words have power. Many people within our College at one point or another in 
their lives have been victims of bullying. At the end of the day, when you’re 40 years old and have kids, 
don’t you want your kids to go to a school where they are safe and happy. I know its hard for us boys at 
St. Patrick’s to understand but if your son or daughter came home crying because of what somebody else 
did to them, how would you feel? I believe many teachers in the school with children corroborate this.  
It’s simple; just treat others how you would like to be treated because at the end of the day, you’re only 
doing yourself an injustice by treating others with disrespect. 

 

We are all humans, we all have a purpose, we were all put here for a reason, and through helping and en-
suring the wellbeing of each other, we can create a community in which we all feel loved. We can all learn 
from each other and can all make each other better human beings and Proverbs 27:17 states it perfectly, 
as iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.  

 

Jordan Brewer 

Year 12 Student Welfare Prefect 



 

RECYCLING  
Nicholas Fazio—Year 12 

The issue of recycling has changed significantly to what it was in the past. It is something we are taught is 

important to do, whether we at home, or here at SPC. Recycling is a part of society whatever our opinions 

on it. There are many economic benefits to efficient recycling, but despite this, we find that often it is a 

minor concern and this comes at the expense of others. Many rich countries will dump rubbish in poorer 

countries because they have loose environmental laws. Therefore, it becomes easy to simply take this op-

tion to dispose of rubbish. This is not something we can stop, however, we can reduce the load by recy-

cling.  

Normally when we think of recycling we think mostly of paper, cans and bottles. Recycling is something 

which has been somewhat disassociated from what it truly entails; it is about reusing, it is ultimately 

about making the most of what we’ve got. Recycling now is about reusing what is most convenient to re-

use, and on a large scale this makes sense. Paper, aluminium cans, plastics, these are all easier to recycle 

than a couch. Why then do these easy to recycle materials get so often found in rubbish bins and taken to 

the tip? This can be considered a waste in many cases and contribute to increased landfill. One of the 

most detrimental cases of rubbish which is disposed of in this way is plastics. 

Plastics take hundreds of years to decompose. Many plastics used commercially are not immediately bio-

degradable, and so with the increasing use of plastics these materials will continue to accumulate at an 

exponential rate. This will lead to an increasing strain on our rubbish disposal. One way which plastics are 

dealt with is by simple incineration, but this is potentially even more irresponsible as it releases toxic 

chemicals which will make the Earth uninhabitable to life. What isn’t burned has a high chance of ending 

up being swept away by wind or water currents out into the environment. Needless to say, this has nega-

tive impacts. Plastics get into our waterways and they harm marine life. Seals, birds, fish etc. get strangled 

and suffocated by these unnatural substances. Approximately one hundred thousand marine creatures 

die per year from plastic and about one million sea birds.  The amount of plastics in the ocean is reaching 

frightening levels. For every kilogram of plankton there is about 6 kilograms of plastics, and for every 

square kilometre of ocean there is about 18000 pieces of plastic. Even in terms of the human environ-

ment, plastics which aren’t thrown away make themselves an unwanted part of our streets. 

These will continue to linger, and there is little we can do about this. However, we can stop any more 

plastic from contributing to this increasing problem: 

This problem would be on a much less shocking scale if the plastics could break down quickly and natural-

ly. This is something which is possible too. Plastics are used because they are durable and can be modified 

to have numerous properties. However, just as there are numerous properties for plastics there are nu-

merous types of plastics. Plastics can be made from natural sources such as corn starch, and often these 

natural sources form biodegradable plastics. Therefore businesses could have a significant impact in cur-

tailing this issue, but they do not for one reason; price. Some do use these biodegradable plastics but the 

majority do not. Often it is difficult to move business to make decisions like that unless they think it is in 

their interests and appeals to consumers. 



 

RECYCLING (CONT) 
Nicholas Fazio– Year 12 

So, the problem comes down to us as individuals. Recycle whichever plastics you can. This doesn’t just 

mean knowing what can be recycled in the yellow bins, it involves reusing the plastic bags we receive any-

where. Instead of throwing them out, keep them and then reuse them whenever you would ordinarily 

take an extra plastic bag from the store. This is what it means to recycle; making use of every little thing 

you have got. Even better than that, you can bring your own reusable bag rather than reusing the plastic 

bags themselves. Every year the average Australian uses about 200 plastic bags. This may seem like such 

an insignificant amount in comparison to the vast numbers of bags out in the world, however, 200 is still a 

big number. That’s 200 less plastic bags that could be out in the oceans or on the streets. It makes a 

difference. 

One reason people sometimes give about why don’t they recycle is that they don’t have time. The above 

example of a way you can contribute shows that there really is nothing to it. It can just be a simple change 

of habits. The amount that someone recycles can vary significantly and some of the efforts people go into 

for recycling can be time consuming. However, sometimes it is the small things that we wave off as insig-

nificant that can make a difference. We all have a part we can play to help mitigate this global issue. 

Nicholas Fazio 

Year 12 



 

SPC AND ST JOSEPH’S ALICE 

SPRINGS 
Luke Salamone– Year 12 

On Wednesday the 18th of May the College had the privilege of hosting 7 Aboriginal Fellas 
and 3 teaching staff who came from St Josephs Catholic Flexi Learning Centre Alice Springs.  
Members of the Social Justice Action Group were delighted to have the opportunity to in-
teract with the aboriginal Fellas to share life experiences whilst recognising the similarities 
and differences between our different lifestyles. The College hosted a Social Justice after-
noon where we shared afternoon tea and were able to share our different justice initiatives 
over casual conversation. This was very interesting as we, the privileged members of St 
Patrick’s College were made aware of the serious injustices so close to home in Alice 
Springs. We were made aware of the issue of Racial Profiling; which is the use of race or 
ethnicity as grounds for suspecting someone of having committed an offence.  

 

The Aboriginal Fellas described to us the hardships in their community where they felt ra-
cially discriminated in this way. Although we like to believe we live in an egalitarian society 
this proves to us that we still to this day falsely associate our aboriginal brothers and sisters 
with crime related activity. We were fortunate enough to have an insight into an aboriginal 
perspective and we became aware of the way in which the Aboriginal people felt discrimi-
nated against in regards to these false accusations. Through the enticing atmosphere of 
conversation, we were also encouraged to share our justice initiatives at the College with 
things such as the hot chocolate stalls for Fair Trade Fortnight. There was nothing that the 
aboriginal Fellas loved more than kicking a ball around and this was an extremely enjoya-
ble bonding experience for both parties as we were able to interact in such an entertaining 
and active manner whilst also learning about our different schools and communities.  

 

The afternoon also led the teachers into conversations where they discussed further imple-
mentations of aboriginal culture in the College community and this is extremely positive as 
our relationship with our aboriginal brothers in Alice Springs is growing. This bond is ex-
tremely important and should be sustained for future generations. It is exciting and in-
sightful and will have nothing but positive ramifications on the College community as we 
prepare the foundations for not only a fully inclusive College community but also an equal 
and united society.  

 

Luke Salamone  

 

Year 12 



 

SOCIAL JUSTICE THROUGH THE 

ARTS DAY 
Matteo Pattaro—Year 12 

On Friday the 13th of May 8 students accompanied by Miss Lazkin spent the day at 
Southern Cross Vocational College, Burwood. The day was scheduled with numerous 
guest speakers in order to express numerous social justice issues within our commu-
nity, represented through the arts of poetry, song, and dance. We were extremely 
privileged to hear from Melina Marchetta, the author of the novel and film Looking 
for Alibrandi. She expressed her love for the Inner West on a topic close to home. Be-
ing from an Italian culture she defined the importance of culture and the need to 
connect with historical roots in order to keep this way of life ever-present. With the 
College’s roots firmly planted in Sydney’s Inner-West, Marchetta’s importance placed 
on culture can be directly related to students as a result of the emphasis placed up-
on this factor within the College community. 

 

Cassandra Gibbs from the Edmund Rice Centre further defined the meaning and pur-
pose of culture being from an Aboriginal heritage. She stated “Forgetting our culture 
and where we came from, we are essentially forgetting who we are”, linking back to 
the importance of dreaming for Indigenous individuals. Cassandra appreciates the 
satisfaction one receives in belonging to a community or group which provides exhil-
arating amounts of happiness within one’s life. 

Christine Olsen and Virginia Small took part in the filming and writing of the film 
Rabbit Proof Fence. They identified an example of social issues within our communi-
ty including the segregation of indigenous women and the ramifications of the stolen 
generations upon families today through film. Virginia, in particular, notified the au-
dience of the need for respect and equality within a wider community as it brings 
about social growth. 

This day was one of great learning experience for the 8 students who attended. Not 
only did it reflect two of the College’s four touchstones being inclusive community 
and justice and solidarity, it reinforced the importance of social justice within our 
community. This was not only through actions, but also through literature and film 
providing students with the ability to act upon certain world issues based upon their 
own personal strengths. 

 

Matteo Pattaro  

Year 12 



 

WINTER APPEAL 
Jarrad Kwong—Year 12 

When poverty is mentioned, people often think about the poverty line. The “poverty line” refers 

to those who have an income that does not cover essential need. As such, 12% of all people and 

17% of children in Australia live in poverty. Of these 12%, currently 105,237 people in Australia 

are homeless.  

The circumstances of poverty that can lead a person to become victim to homelessness include: 

having little money, debt, a lack of education, poor mental and physical health, disability, reliance 

on public housing, living in sub-standard accommodation and social exclusion. These accommo-

dations may come in the form of sleeping out in tents and staying temporarily with other house-

holds. 

As a result, these people, in the times of this harsh winter, can be subject to cold weather that 

has the ability to deteriorate their well-being. The temperature is seen to average around 3°C to 

20°C, meaning that these people, who do not have electricity and heat, will be subject to harsher 

environments than those with housing over their heads and beds with warm blankets to sleep in. 

  

While donating blankets and clothing may not 

seem a lot to people well above the poverty 

line, it can have a major impact on how the 

homeless have to sleep. Winter has little to no 

effects on people with privileged upbringings. 

As a result, people are highly encouraged to 

support the homeless through these harsh 

times. It should be known that these people 

who feel left out of the community, have to see 

that they are being looked out for and not just 

left out there to fend for themselves.  

 

On the 14th of May, SPC hosted an event where students were asked to bring items of warmth 

that were in relatively good condition. This winter appeal has been a great success, with many 

people bringing in belongings such as blankets and scarfs, to socks and clothing. Thanks must be 

given to all of SPC for being able to provide these blankets to the homeless. In the nights to come, 

many people will be better off due to the combined efforts of the community.  

Jarrod Kwong 

Year 12 



 

OUR PACIFIC BROTHERS AND SISTERS 

NEED HELP 
Cooper Greenberg—Year 11 

On the 15th of July, I and 5 of my peers, alongside Ms Rodricks, Ms Daley and Ms Pantoulis 
set out to the Homebush Edmund Rice Centre for an afternoon tea with our neighbours 
from the Pacific. Little did we know, this experience would prove to be a life changing one.  

The ability to hear first – hand what these people, just like you and me, have to go through 
each and every single day due to climate change is nothing short of abhorrent, and the 
worst part … they contribute the least to this issue. 

 

We, in the western world contribute the most to climate change and yet feel the least 
affect however these islands such as Tuvalu and Kiribati are literally being washed away 
due to this global problem.  

 

Right now in these island nations, their maximum height above sea level is around 5 me-
tres. They have nowhere to go. Water is washing in from all sides and families are being 
trapped. 

 

One particular speaker, performed an original song about her immediate and everyday 
dealings with climate change 
“We contribute the least, yet we are the most vulnerable. Climate change” 

 

It may seem to many that this issue is too big for individuals however I challenge that view. 
We can all make a stand against this issue through the following simple household steps: 

 

Never leave your appliances on standby 

Take a shower instead of a bath 

Use a clothes line over a dryer 

Buy fresh foods 

Start a carpool 

 

It can be seen through the list that this issue is not just a governmental topic but a societal 
and individual problem as well. We must stand for what is right and stand for the dignity 
and respect of our Pacific brothers and sisters 

Cooper Greenberg—Year 11 



 

Percival Reluccio and Andre Volpato—Year 11 

“There were 1.1 million full-time school students in NSW in 2009. Of those, 56% (or 619,000 persons) were primary 

school students, and the remaining 44% (492,000 persons) were secondary school students. Of all full-time students 

in NSW, 375,000 (or 34%) were in non-government schools.” 

 

It is important that we as a community, continue to value education as a gift, as an opportunity and as a tool for us 

to achieve what we want. It can be easy to get caught up in things, whether it's social or being swamped with work 

and just trying to get it done before midnight. It can be easy for us to undervalue education. Many of us students 

simply see it as an obstacle, only willing to truly engage in subjects we believe to be a benefit to us in our future 

life. 

 It can be easy to not care. 

Education is a privilege, even if we don’t appreciate it, it will have a major influence. But it is important to consider 

not only education, but attitude. How we engage with all aspects of life will be the most defining factor when ap-

plying for a job. This attitude begins to mature more or less during our formative school years. It is during this time 

that we engage in our education, not just go through it because we have to. If we simply put the bare minimum in 

our work in school, how will that translate to the workforce? 

Education is not just about learning things, but about teaching you how to engage in activity and work. It is hard to 

put down into words that feeling of realisation, whether it comes instantly or slowly. You can not ignore it. You re-

alise how much value there is in education, in all its aspects.  

For younger students, this will come to them later as they reach their senior years. Some realise earlier than others. 

Education is how we reach our dreams. As cheesy as that sounds, it is true. Not just from the literal learning of 

knowledge, but of how it teaches us to work and engage in activity, learn and work with others and mature.  

Today, education remains an inaccessible right for millions of children around the world. More than 72 million chil-

dren of primary education age are not in school and 759 million adults are illiterate and do not have the awareness 

necessary to improve both their living conditions and those of their children. It is also important to acknowledge 

that it is girls who have the least access to education. They make up more than 54% of the non-schooled population 

in the world. 

Accept the gift of education and take advantage of it, it is an unpassable opportunity which if you let it, will give you 

more than you ever knew it could. 

 

Percival Reluccio and Andre Volpato  

Year 11 

EDUCATION IS A GIFT 



 

Marco Pecora—Year 12 

ITALIAN 

Terra di riparo non di invasione, 

Abbracciami pure se sono incerto, 

E coccola i miei figlioli, 

Nati qui ma ancora forestieri,  

Sono venuto seguendo mio fratello, 

Lasciando le sorelle, 

Una amara dalla morte dei miei, 

L’altra sforzata a crescere velata in nero, 

 

Mai scordo quella serata, 

Quando le lacrime del Signore ci ha diviso, 

Il canale scatenato, 

Spaccò la terra tra noi come l’inferno bruciato, 

 

Con queste mani, 

Rugose e grezze, 

Taglio il pane per il mio nipotino, 

Sempre con gli sfregi di tagliando canna, 

 

Anego qui nel mio pasato, 

Senza nostalgia per il paese lascato, 

Faccio fatica nel mio giardino, 

Negando il fatto che sono l’unico fratellino. 

 

Da Marco Pecora  

2016 

 

FEATURE POEMS  

TRANSLATION 

 

Land of refuge not of invasion,  

Embrace me even if I am unsure, 

And cradle my sons, 

Born here but still strangers, 

I came following my brother, 

Leaving the sisters, 

One bitter from the death of our parents, 

The other forced to grow up veiled in black, 

 

I never forgot that evening, 

When the tears of the Lord divided us, 

The raging canal, 

Tore the earth below us like the burning hells, 

 

With these hands, 

Worn and coarse, 

I cut bread for my grandson, 

Always with the scars from when I cut cane, 

 

I drown here in my past, 

Without nostalgia for the land I left, 

I labor here in my garden, 

Neglecting the fact that I am the last brother. 

 

 

Marco Pecora  

2016 
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