
 

 

 

 

Two are better than one . . . for if they fall, one will lift up the 
other.  
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-10) 
 

Be generous to one another, sympathetic, forgiving each other as 

readily as God forgave you in Christ. (Ephesians 4:32) 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

During the last week I have been delighted to receive a number 

of emails of thanks, gratitude and praise for our staff and students 

on a variety of scores. I am humbled to receive these words 

praising and affirming the commitment, dedication and talent of 

our staff and delighted to hear of the manners, good will, genuine 

warmth and maturity of our boys. The spirit of the College 

reaches well beyond the gates of the school. Perhaps more so, we 

can certainly say that the Holy Spirit is alive and active in our 

community. It takes time to pen a letter or an email and it takes 

generosity of spirit to offer someone else such a gesture of 

affirmation. We are often ready to criticize or complain when we 

receive poor or sub-standard service, but sometimes more 

reluctant to go out of our way to say thank you or to recognise 

good service or effort.  
 

Of course there are times when we need to correct, redirect and 

even discipline students. This is part of growing up and learning 

and is part of our collective responsibility as parents and 

teachers. We accept that young people make mistakes and at 

times, need to make amends. We also know that a little praise 

often goes a long way. I am 

convinced that this works 

equally well with adults. 

When we affirm others, we 

give voice to something which 

would sometimes be easier for 

us not to say. How many 

times do you think a positive 

thought, but because of time 

constraints or a degree of discomfort, say nothing instead?  

What is often surprising is the good feeling that the person 

offering the affirmation receives. I think this is akin to the giving 

of gifts. It feels good to give a present to a loved one or friend.  

I guess our College theme for this year that two are better than 

one from the book of Ecclesiastes, speaks to the notion of 

relationship and giving.  
 

As a College, I am sure there are times when we do not get it 

right and that we let people down. If and when that occurs, we 

need to be big enough to apologise for this and to seek to do 

better next time. However, in our work as teachers and support 

staff in schools, it is so nice to have acknowledged the extra mile 

that people go to in order to provide a nurturing and life-giving 

environment for the boys. The Executive Director of Edmund 

Rice Education Australia often comments that his first thought as 

he arrives at work each day is simply “who can I thank today?” 

Imagine how richer our days can all be if we take this attitude to 

our workplaces with us. When I’m feeling like I am running on 

empty I will try and remember to say my prayers diligently 

before retiring each evening, and I will take just a few minutes to 

count five things for which I am grateful in the day. This serves 

to recalibrate my thinking if nothing else; that indeed I am 

blessed and fortunate. On the most ordinary (or even bleak) days, 

surely we can all find five things that are positive, and for which 

we can express our gratitude.  
 

In the spirit of this sentiment,  

I offer my gratitude and 

thanks to all of those who 

have affirmed our College, our 

students, staff and me in the 

last week. Thank you for 

taking the time to write to me 

to say thank you or congratulations. Your appreciation of our 

work is gratefully received. I know I am blessed to work here at 

the College. I am grateful for the genuine warmth, good humour 

and friendliness of the boys, I am grateful for the professionalism 

and commitment of the staff, I am grateful for the members of 

EREA who set the example for what excellent Catholic 

education looks like in practice and action, I am thankful for the 

opportunity to lead this dynamic and inclusive community 

together with such a hard-working and generous executive team; 

and I am blessed to have the support and dedication of our 

College Board and parent community. That’s my five for today! 
 

Condolences  
We extend our prayers and condolences to Lorenzo Cavallaro 

(Year 11) and family on the passing of his grandmother,  

Mrs Concetta Cavallaro. Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and 

let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace.  
 

We also extend our prayers and condolences to Joseph O’Brien 

(Year 7) and family on the death of his grandfather,  

Mr Gerard Kelly (SPC Class of 1959) on 5 August 2017. He was 

a proud and well regarded Old Boy of the College, who 

continued to meet with his SPC class mates and organise school 

reunions on a regular basis up until his passing. Eternal rest grant 

unto him O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he 

rest in peace.  
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 
 
 
 
 
Craig Wattam 
Principal 
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Last Saturday saw the final round of the Winter season. I must stress that here at  

St Patrick’s we play sport for the enjoyment and make some great friends along the way.  

It is great to have an undefeated season but there is more to sport than the final scoreline. It is how you play the game, show respect to 

the referee and most importantly respect to the opposition, no matter who you are playing, that really is important. So congratulations to 

the Prep A, Prep B, Prep C, 11A2 and the 11B1 Football teams who remained undefeated throughout the 10 week IPSHA season.  

It is also important to note that many teams only lost one or two games throughout the season as well.  

Congratulations to the Prep A and Prep B Rugby teams who also had outstanding seasons, A’s losing two close games and the B’s one 

in the IPSHA A division. The 11A’s had another great victory this time over Shore to finish their season on a high as did all teams in the 

Prep 7’s competition. Playing away every week was difficult but hopefully you all picked up some skills and enjoyed the experience.  

A fantastic achievement by Alex Conti, only in Year 5, who has been selected in the State Touch Football team. Alex will now compete 

as part of the NSW team at the Pacific Schools Games in Adelaide. Well done Alex. Well done to all the boys in AFL who have also 

finished the tough season off on a high, winning their last two games against Barker and Riverview. With a lot of Year 5 boys in the 

team, it has been an excellent season. 

This Saturday sees the boys compete in the first of 3 Athletic Invitational Carnivals. This Carnival will be held at SOPAC warm up  

arena. I wish all those boys the best of luck. The schedule can be found on SOLE and all boys have a hard copy. 
 

Grant Andrews—Junior School Sportsmaster 

At the core of the 2016 College Strategic Plan and guided by the EREA Charter is the 

recognition and celebration of Our Identity as a school in the tradition of Blessed Edmund 

Rice. In order for our community to better know the story of Edmund it was decided to create an historical walk through the College 

grounds that tracked the major events of his life. Through the College Board’s Identity Committee, Art and Maintenance Departments 

and our Year 6 students, the inspirational life was distilled into seven key phases, each represented by a bronze plaque – Birth,  

Emergence, Tragedy, Revelation, Beginnings, Mission, Legacy. 

Commencing at The Westcourt Library and concluding, fittingly, at the Chapel, The Walk is intended to be a permanent reminder of 

Edmund’s life journey, a story of compassion that changed countless lives and still inspires those who work and study in Edmund Rice 

ministries all across the world. 

In particular, The Edmund Rice Walk is intended as a great activity for our newly arrived Year 5 boys. Knowing the life of Edmund is 

fundamental in giving our Junior School boys a window into the charism that founded Christian Brothers schools worldwide. His life is 

a terrific example for us to follow. The Walk is in its final stages and will be launched in the near future. It will hopefully stand as a 

tribute and a catalyst for reflection on our values and purpose as an EREA school. 
 

Jim Walters—Director of Junior School 

 

The Immersion to Papua New Guinea was a once 

in a life time opportunity that I will never forget.  

It was a truly amazing experience.  
 

Immersing ourselves into the culture for 12 days 

and getting to know many people throughout the 

island as well as dealing with the everyday  

challenges, but more specifically the friendships 

that I made, really humbled me as a person.  

What constantly amazed me, was how happy the 

locals are despite having so much less in material 

terms than we do. 
 

Each day was full on, different challenges and life 

lessons learnt as well. It really made me realise 

how fortunate I am, for all of the wonderful  

opportunities we have in our country. Daily life in 

PNG, gave me a better understanding of what we 

take for granted here in Australia. It made me  

really appreciate the life I have been fortunate 

enough to be blessed with; not forgetting the  

family I am lucky to have. 
 

Overall, I would strongly encourage any boy in  

the future - to go for it! Because trust me, you  

will not regret it. 
 

Joseph Taouk (Year 11 Student) 

Later this year the St Patrick’s College community will be holding an 

apology for survivors and victims of historical sexual and physical 

abuse. We are in the planning stages of this event, so to ensure we do not add to the hurt and we appropriately acknowledge the effects 

of this abuse we invite those survivors and victims who would wish to be part of the planning committee to contact the College via this 

email address gillian.daley@spc.nsw.edu.au All correspondence will remain confidential. 
 

Gillian Daley—Director of Identity 

St Patrick’s College, Strathfield ApologySt Patrick’s College, Strathfield Apology  

PNG Immersion 2017PNG Immersion 2017   

mailto:gillian.daley@spc.nsw.edu.au


 

 

 

NAPLAN results will be released to schools next week. In addition to the normal NAPLAN report, 

parents of students in Year 9 will receive a letter from NESA indicating their son’s results and 

whether or not he has pre-qualified for the HSC Minimum Standard in Literacy, Writing and Numeracy. Before results are released to 

families, I will speak to the Year 9 boys about their results, what they mean, and how we as a College will continue to support them.  

In next week’s Especean, I will also provide more information about how we plan to support students and parents in the cases where the 

boys have not yet met the Minimum Standard. 
 

A NESA update for parents is attached to the end of this week’s newsletter. Additional information on the Minimum Standards and 

NAPLAN is available on NESA’s website. 
 

Denise Lombardo—Director of Learning and Innovation 

  

  
Solemnity of the Solemnity of the   

AssumptionAssumption  
 

Next Tuesday, 15 August is the  

Solemnity of the Assumption, a holy 

day of obligation within our Church. 

Ordinarily we would have Mass  

during the day for staff and students, 

but we are unable to do that this year 

so encourage each of you to look to 

your local parishes for Mass times. 

Thank-you for your understanding. 

NAPLAN UpdateNAPLAN Update  

 

When we crowded into the drama room on a 

Thursday lunch I had no idea how much I would 

enjoy this Dramatic Production. Fast forward eight weeks and we are on stage yelling and 

chanting as if we were boys left to our own devices on an island. The award winning novel by 

William Golding tells of the experience of a group of British boys that find themselves on an 

island in the middle of no-where after crashing while attempting to escape the horrors of 

World War II. Over time order breaks down as the boys begin to succumb to their more  

childish desires. To be hunters and become warriors. The story takes the turn for the worse 

when these boys take these “games” too far and kill two of their own. The novel tells of the 

need of maturity in today’s youth and the role adults play in their lives. I personally learned a 

lot about theatre and acting, having to do many different techniques that I had not 

tried before. Never did I think that I would find myself cheering with fake blood 

on my face, or performing on a stage entirely covered in sand and throw the  

deputy’s son in the air. With the help of all the staff; Miss Fisicaro working the 

lights and sound, Miss Benham co-ordinating the backstage, Miss Knapman  

assisting with the props and choreography, and finally Miss Duff ensuring that 

everything was the best it could possibly be. Without the assistance of all these 

members of staff this production would not have been nearly as great as it was 

and it must be noted the many hours during school and outside of school that 

they put into the production. I would also like to commend all my fellow cast 

members from Years 5 - 12 in putting in the time and effort to learn their lines 

and make sure their performance was the best they had to offer. I thoroughly 

enjoyed participating in this production and look forward to the next. 
 

Joseph M Tannous (Year 11 Student) 

Lord of the FliesLord of the Flies   

Expression Of InterestExpression Of Interest   
The College is seeking HSC supervisors to assist the Presiding Officer in conducting this year’s 

HSC exams. Suitable applicants must be available each day from Monday 16 October –  

Monday 6 November. As this is a paid position you will be required to obtain a WWCC and 

you cannot have your son or near relative sitting for their HSC in 2017 at the College.  
 

For further details please email Mrs Jo Saric, the Presiding Officer, joannepeter@bigpond.com 

http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/about/initiatives/stronger-hsc-standards/minimum-HSC-standard/resources-parent-teacher-students
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/about/initiatives/stronger-hsc-standards/minimum-HSC-standard/resources-parent-teacher-students
mailto:joannepeter@bigpond.com


 

 

SATURDAY 12 AUGUST 2017 

 
 

Winter Sport - ISA Finals and Semi-finals 
This week sees Rugby teams playing their final round – away against St Stanislaus’ College. Let’s hope 

all teams can finish on a high! 
 

Tennis Finals will take place at Barker College this Saturday 12 August. St Patrick’s will have 9 of our 

10 Divisions competing for the chance to be crowned ISA Champions. This is a wonderful achievement 

and all players and coaches must be congratulated for their efforts thus far! 
 

ISA Football Semi-Finals will take place this weekend with the 1st XI, 2nd XI, 3rd XI, 16A, 16B, 16C, 

15A, 15B, 15C, 14A, 14B, 14C, 14D, 13A, 13B, 13C and 13D all contesting for a place in the  

Grand Finals which will take place at Oakhill College on 19 August. 
 

Good luck to all of the above teams. 
 

As we move into Semi-Finals and Finals I would like to take the opportunity to remind parents of  

the ISA Code of Conduct which has been referred to in this article previously. As adults we are role 

models for the young men who we watch or coach and they will pick up habits both good and bad.  

Can I encourage parents to ensure that their support is both positive and within the guidelines stated in 

the Code of Conduct (College Diary page 32-33) in order to ensure the players are set the appropriate  

example and our good relations with fellow ISA schools are maintained? Thank you in anticipation of 

your cooperation and respect in regards to these expectations. 
 

Summer Sport Sign-ups 

MICs of Baseball, Basketball and Cricket are conducting sign-ups for their respective sports next week.  

I would encourage boys to commit to a summer sport and remind them and their parents that these  

sign-ups represent a binding commitment to the entire season. ISA Basketball and Cricket fixtures  

commence in Term Four while NDJCA Cricket and RHBL Baseball fixtures usually commence in  

September. 
 

Athletics 
The last of the field events left incomplete from the House Athletics Carnival earlier in the year will  

be complete by next Tuesday. This will allow us to award Age Champions and of course the winning 

House next week. 
 

Training for the Athletics squad commences next Tuesday 15 August – details will be distributed by  

Mr Di Paola this week. 
 

Mitchell Kearsley—Head of Secondary Sport 

RUGBY 

1st XV v St Stanislaus' 3.15 St Stanislaus' No 1 Oval 

2nd XV v St Stanislaus' 2.00 St Stanislaus' No 1 Oval 

3rd XV v St Stanislaus' 4th 12.00 St Stanislaus' No 1 Oval 

4th XV v St Stanislaus' 5th 11.00 St Stanislaus' No 1 Oval 

16A v St Stanislaus' 12.00 Clifford Oval 

16B v St Stanislaus' 11.00 Clifford Oval 

15A v St Stanislaus' 1.00 Keady Oval 

15B v St Stanislaus' 12.00 Keady Oval 

15C v St Joseph's G 9.00 St Joseph's College B 

14A v St Stanislaus' 1.00 Stait Oval 

14B v St Stanislaus' 12.00 Stait Oval 

14C v St Stanislaus' 11.00 Stait Oval 

13A v St Stanislaus' 1.00 St Stanislaus' No 2 Oval 

13B v St Stanislaus' 12.00 St Stanislaus' No 2 Oval 

13C v St Stanislaus' 11.00 St Stanislaus' No 2 Oval 

13D v Bye     

TENNIS—ISA Finals 

Div 1 v Oakhill 8.00 Barker College 

Div 2 v Oakhill 8.00 Barker College 

Div 3 v Oakhill 8.00 Barker College 

Div 4 v Oakhill 8.00 Barker College 

Div 5 v St Pius X 8.00 Barker College 

Div 6 v No game    

Div 7 v Chevalier 8.30 Barker College 

Div 8 v St Andrew's 8.00 Barker College 

Div 9 v Oakhill 8.00 Barker College 

Div 10 v St Pius X 8.00 Barker College 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  

Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

FOOTBALL—ISA Semi-Finals 
1st XI v Oakhill 10.00 Lawrence Oval 

2nd XI v Oakhill 8.30 Lawrence Oval 

3rd XI v St Pius 4th 2.00 SPC 3 

4th XI v No game    

5th XI v No game     

6th XI v No game    

7th XI v No game     

8th XI v No game     

16A v St Andrew's 8.00 SPC 3 

16B v Oakhill 10.00 SPC 3 

16C v St Pius 8.00 Mason Park 3 

16D v No game    

16E v No game     

15A v St Spyridon 9.00 SPC 3 

15B v St Pius 11.00 SPC 3 

15C v Oakhill 9.00 Mason Park 3 

15D v No game     

15E v No game    

15F v No game     

14A v St Spyridon 1.00 SPC 3 

14B v St Andrew's 3.00 Mason Park 3 

14C v Redlands 2.00 Mason Park 3 

14D v Oakhill 1.00 Mason Park 3 

14E v No game    

14F v No game     

14G v No game     

13A v Oakhill 12.00 SPC 3 

13B v Oakhill 12.00 Mason Park 3 

13C v Oakhill 11.00 Mason Park 3 

13D v St Pius C 10.00 Mason Park 3 

13E v No game     

13F v No game    

13G v No game     

13H v No game     

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events  
 

Saturday 12 August Rugby final round/ISA Tennis Finals at  

     Barker College/ISA Football Semi-Finals  

Saturday 19 August ISA Football Finals at Oakhill/Invitation 

     Athletics Carnival 1 at SOPAC 

Saturday 26 August Invitation Athletics Carnival 2 at SOPAC 

Saturday 2 September Invitation Athletics Carnival 3 at SOPAC 

The Nationally Consistent Collection of DataThe Nationally Consistent Collection of Data   
 

The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) on School Students with Disability (the national 

data collection) is a joint initiative of all Australian governments and all state and territory government 

and non-government education authorities. National data is collected annually to identify the number of 

school students with disability and the level of reasonable educational adjustment provided for them. 

The national data collection has been progressively implemented since 2013 and all government and 

non-government schools now participate annually in the national data collection. The information  

collected does not explicitly identify individual students.  
 

The nationally consistent approach to data collection provides all Australian schools, education  

authorities and the community with a clear picture of the number of students receiving adjustments 

because of disability in schools, and the adjustments they are provided to enable them to participate in 

education on the same basis as other students. For further information about this federal government 

initiative please visit the following website:  

https://www.education.gov.au/fact-sheets-and-resources-national-data-collection 
 

Jane Tzakos—Learning Support Coordinator 

GOOD LUCK GOOD LUCK   
ST PAT’SST  PAT’S   
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