
 

 

 

 
Two are better than one . . . for if they fall, one will lift up the other. 
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-10) 
 

Holy God, 
 

Earth and air and water are your creation, and every living thing belongs to 
you: have mercy on us as climate change seems to confront us. 
Give us the will and the courage to simplify the way we live, 
to reduce the energy we use, to share the resources you provide, 
and to bear the cost of change.  
Forgive us our past mistakes and send us your Holy Spirit, with wisdom, to 
help us change what is needed. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

Last week I attended the national gathering of Edmund Rice Education 
Australia (EREA) where principals from around the country gathered with 
the leadership team of EREA. A most significant part of the gathering was to 
offer a National Apology to the victims and survivors of sexual abuse by 
Christian Brothers, lay teachers and clergy. This apology was delivered at 
the Arboretum; a place that has been borne out of devastation, and yet is a 
place of regeneration. The symbolism of this was integral to the apology. 
While an apology in and of itself can never be enough, it is an attempt on 
behalf of EREA to acknowledge the harm, the loss of innocence, the betrayal 
of trust and the misuse of power that has occurred in our schools and other 
institutions in the past. What the apology also did was to commit to a future 
where this abuse can never, ever happen again. From a St Patrick’s 
perspective, we will consult and work with our wider community to offer a 
local apology for abuse that has taken place at this school. I will provide 
more information about this in the coming months. 
 

Following the Apology, the theme for the gathering was Sustainability, with 
close reference to the Holy Father’s encyclical Laudato si (“On Care for our 
Common Home”). This beautiful encyclical entreats us to do something 
about our planet for the sake of our humanity: for our loved ones, for our 
future and for the sake of all of creation.  
Pope Francis says this:  
 

The urgent challenge to protect our 
common home includes a concern to bring 
the whole human family together to seek a 
sustainable and integral development, for 
we know that things can change. The 
Creator does not abandon us; he never 
forsakes his loving plan or repents of 
having created us. Humanity still has the 
ability to work together in building our 
common home.  
 

I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how we are shaping 
the future of our planet. We need a conversation which includes 
everyone, since the environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its 
human roots, concern and affect us all.  
 

I am ashamed to admit that my knowledge and understanding of ecology and 
sustainability is far too limited. What the three days last week did for me was 
to wake me up to the urgency of this global problem and to educate me about 
exactly what the problems are. It was also a time of hope in the sense that we 
can do something about saving our planet, but we have to act now. If we 
wait until 2050, according to the scientists, it will be too late. Below I offer 
just a few simple points on what I gleaned from Professor Tim Flannery who 
addressed us at this meeting. 
 

1. There are currently about 7.4 billion people in the world. 
2. The impact of our population is that there are more than 49 Giga 

tonnes of greenhouse gasses pumped into the atmosphere each year.  

3. Australia produces about one and a half percent of the world’s total 
pollution. But, to engage in an argument about “who” is responsible 
for all of the pollution in the world, according to Professor Flannery 
is not really very productive. More importantly, we need to engage 
in conversations about how we go about reducing it.  

4. As the oceans warm, they become less productive and so the fish are 
actually shrinking in size (23% loss of yield). Similarly, our crops 
grow more quickly due to the carbon dioxide in the air and the earth, 
but the nutritional quality is suffering.  

5. Since 2015 global emissions have stalled at about 50 Giga tonnes.  
6. There are two main ways of getting rid of carbon dioxide:  

1. biological pathways such as planting forests, seaweed farming 
and soil carbon exchanges and, 2. chemical pathways with efforts 
such as silicate rocks, using carbon negative concrete and via direct 
air capture.  

 

If we planted the entirety of North America with trees, this would take care 
of the 50 Giga tonnes of carbon dioxide. Given this is not plausible, another 
total solution would be to take nine percent of the world’s oceans and plant 
them with seaweed. Apparently the use of seaweed farms is a real possibility 
in reducing the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.  
 

There are valiant efforts being made around the world, and then there are 
people actively standing in the way of progress with this issue. The US 
comes to mind with the recent announcement of their withdrawal from the 
Paris agreement. President Macron commented last week that “we don’t 
have a plan B because we don’t have a planet B!” Salutary words indeed. 
Professor Flannery also offered some hope: he suggested to us that we do not 
need to stay in the “doom and gloom” of our past mistakes, and that there are 
ways we can fix the problem. Interestingly, he said that technology isn’t our 
best resource. Our imaginations are.  
 

Pope Francis reminds us that our stewardship of the earth is part of our 
obligation. Our relationship between living things and the earth itself 
requires us to think of the common good; the harmony between our human 
existence and the existence of the planet. This home is not ours to keep.  
We need to look after it, not even for ourselves, but for those who come after 
us. For many of us, this will be our grandchildren, and their children. As we 
celebrated the coming of the Holy Spirit last weekend in our Church, we ask 
for the Spirit to guide us and to fill our hearts with courage, joy and a 
determination to change the way in which we view the whole of creation, so 
that we leave this place in a better place than we found it.  
 

Founder’s Day 
Happy Feast Day to all members of our community. Edmund Rice was a 
humble man of considerable means. He used his local knowledge, authority 
and his worldly goods to take action. He worked tirelessly for the poor: he 
fed them, he educated them and provided gentle care and compassion. 
Edmund Rice brought the Gospel to the poor boys of Waterford and he 
trusted in the providence of God. Edmund was truly on a mission. He invited 
others to follow in sharing the Gospel with him and walking in the footsteps 
of Jesus. His faith, his commitment and his remarkable discipleship makes 
Blessed Edmund a model for young women and men to follow. May we be 
infused by the spirit of goodness and care for those on the margins, the poor 
and the outcast. We are particularly called to be inclusive of the other: 
regardless of their personal situation, and 
regardless of their particular circumstance.  
Love without judgement is so important in our 
lives today. I might add, that a hefty dose of 
forgiveness may not go astray either. 
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 

 
 
 
 
Craig Wattam 
Principal 
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Next Thursday 15 June, Years 5 White, Gold and Black will be performing their Semester 

One instrumental concert. The boys have been working very hard since the beginning of 

the year trying to master string, woodwind and brass instruments and have come an enormously long way. The philosophy behind  

giving the boys a taste of these various instruments in Year 5 is to allow them to learn some basics, develop their skills, but most  

importantly to plant the seeds of enthusiasm and creativity in them that will hopefully bloom into a lifelong love of music. With the 

wide scope of bands and ensembles now operating within the College, there are myriad opportunities for the boys to take up an  

instrument and be a part of a group, both now and into the future. Apart from this, merely the chance that the Year 5 instrumental  

programme offers to become familiar enough with an instrument to perform a concert to an appreciative audience is certainly  

worthwhile. Our tutors and our Bandmaster Mr Derek Rose do a great job with the boys and their work in bringing music into the boys’ 

lives in a meaningful way is appreciated. 

The concert is to be held in the Duffy Music Centre and commences at 10.00am. Parents are most welcome to attend. 

Please also take note that this Friday is Founder’s Day, school finishes at 2.00pm. The boys need to know their travel arrangements for 

this day as there are no school special buses at this time. Boys from the Junior School will be accompanied by our Senior students if 

they are walking to Strathfield station. 
 

Jim Walters—Director of Junior School 

Congratulations to Alex Conti, Damon Chidiac, Jacob Chidiac and Finlay Mitchell who 

have all made the NSWCIS Touch Football side to play in the State Championships later in 

the year in Wagga Wagga. An outstanding achievement.  

A huge congratulations the boys in the Prep A and Prep B Rugby teams who had excellent wins over St Augustine’s last weekend.  

Also to the Prep Football teams with solid wins over Scots. We still have 6 Football teams undefeated with the Prep A, B, C and D  

being part of that. This weekend is the Queen’s Birthday long weekend and all boys will have the weekend off from sport.  
 

With the postponement of the Athletics Carnival this morning, it has now been moved to Wednesday 21 June. 
 

I hope all families have a safe and relaxing long week-end and come back a little refreshed for the last two weeks of term.  
 

Grant Andrews—Junior School Sportsmaster 

A few weeks ago Year 8 Italian students 

participated in an Italian Language day, 

which included various cultural and language activities. The boys enjoyed 

playing bocce, cards, bingo, music and participating in role plays. The day 

ended with a Commedia Dell’Arte  

performance by Denis Murphy involving 

traditional Italian characters and masks. 

The day was a complete success and this was due to the enthusiasm of 

both the students and language teachers. I would like to thank everyone 

involved in organising such a big event. 

Natasha Mascolo—Languages Co-ordinator 

Would you like a new member of your family??Would you like a new member of your family??   
As part of our ongoing relationship with St Joseph’s in Alice Springs we are offering a more complete experience of life at St Patrick’s 

College for individuals from Alice. Aboriginal students with the interest and support of their families will spend a full term at the  

College, engaging in all aspects of life. For this to happen we need a family to provide a home for a single student for 10 weeks.  

The College will provide uniforms, tuition and the like. The host family will provide everything a family home offers, including food 

and shelter. Students who come to stay will be approx 16/17 years of age and will most likely be part of Year 10. We currently have one 

student who is interested and would like to be here in Term 3 this year. If you are willing and able to take on a student for 10 weeks or if 

you would like to ask any questions, please email me at gillian.daley@spc.nsw.edu.au and I can give you further information. It may not 

work for you this year, but you may be interested in the future and can place your name on a list of possible homes. Just let me know. 

This is a wonderful way for us to live out our Touchstones as we offer a liberating education, demonstrate an inclusive community, 

practice justice & solidarity and live authentic Gospel spirituality. 
 

Thank-you for your consideration.  Gillian Daley—Director of Identity 

This Friday marks the celebration of Founder’s Day. I would like to express my thanks 

to those parents who have volunteered to help on the day and to the students and staff 

who have given their time to prepare for what is one of the most important events on the College’s calendar. I would also like to  

remind parents/carers of the key details for the day: 
 

 Attendance by all boys in full College uniform is expected. Boys who are absent on the day will be required to obtain a 

medical certificate and present it to their homeroom teacher on their first day back. 

 Boys are required to attend school at the normal time and they will be dismissed at 2.00pm. Younger boys will be escorted  

to Strathfield Station by members of the College’s Student Leadership Team. 

 Boys will not be required to bring bags/belongings to school on this day. The exception to this may be competitors in the 

annual Waterford Mile who can store any clothes in their lockers. 

 Boys will be expected to attend the Founder’s Day Mass, Concert and Waterford Mile. 

 Canteen facilities will operate during Recess with all menu items being available. 

 A BBQ lunch will be provided for all boys following the Founder’s Day Concert. This year the boys will receive a  

beef hamburger (non-sesame seed bun) with lettuce, tomato and cheese as optional fillings. They will also receive a bottle of 

water and pieces of fruit. 
 

Robert Simpson—Director of Pastoral Care 

Language NewsLanguage News   

FOUNDER’S DAYFOUNDER’S DAY   

mailto:gillian.daley@spc.nsw.edu.au


 

 

 

 

Drama is a strong discipline that teaches us about who we are, and the importance of  

expression and creativity. Every now and again, it is essential to have experiences outside the 

classroom. Two of these great experiences came last week. It started on Monday, as we 

walked into class and were greeted with a bountiful breakfast, to fuel us for a massive day of 

energy, focus, and active participation. After the mass consumption of food, we were ready to 

go. Yure Covich, our first mentor, has worked on many films and plays, and has also done 

work in commercials and other forms of filmmaking. He got the boys in shape with some 

opening exercises, which were fun and interesting - to say the least. He introduced the class to 

some new acting techniques for screen, which was an artform we had never explored before. 

He brought all of his film equipment, and we spent the day transferring our acting skills onto 

the screen. After Yure helped us work through a Game of Thrones script, and some other 

methods of acting, we farewelled him and had our second mentor arrive. Jay Laga’aia would 

commonly be known for his role on Playschool, but he also featured in Star Wars and  

The Lion King. The Year 11 Theatresports team, the 1st 5 ½ joined us as well, as Jay worked 

through some great improvisation games. Improvisation is the most important skill of acting, 

so it was great to refine our abilities, as well as have good fun with one of our childhood idols. 

Jay also supplied some of his personal collections of props and memorabilia from Star Wars, 

which alone was probably worth all our “fangirling”. Finally, we even performed some  

improvised songs such as “The Greatest Baguette” and “The Shining Shrimp”, which admittedly were stuck in our heads for the  

remainder of the week. That night, empowered by Jay Laga’aia’s improvisation masterclass, the Year 11 Theatresports team travelled to 

Casimir Catholic College. With the strong support of Dr Wattam, Miss Duff, and some faithful St Pat’s boys, the 1st 5½ lined up 

against the intimidating opposition of PLC Sydney and Meriden. After four hard-fought rounds of draining athletic endeavour, the boys 

were unlucky to not make it through to the Semi Finals. Despite this, it was a hilarious evening of improvisation with too many laughs 

to count. The first day may have come to an end, but the drama wasn’t over.  

The next day our class travelled to Parramatta to the Riverside Theatre. We were thrust into the world 

of Jacques Lecoq, a French practitioner who revelled in the arts of theatre of movement and mime.  

The workshop was led by two graduates of the L'École Internationale de Théâtre Jacques Lecoq in 

France. We were introduced to the concepts of Le Jeu, or the art of “The Play.” At the conclusion of the 

day, we had a new understanding of the theatre we would be studying in Year 12, as well as another 

great experience to cherish. It was an extremely enjoyable 48 hours in drama that I’m sure none of us 

will forget, and we all wish we could have days like these every week. As Thomas Kearney wisely  

articulated, “It was the best thing I have done in school, ever.” 
 

Tobias Pickett & Thomas Kearney (Year 11 Students) 

Recently, Mrs Elias’s and Mr Sciortino’s Year 9 Commerce 

classes participated in a learning activity called Dragons Den. 

This learning activity related to the current topic called Promotion and Selling.  

The purpose of the task was to allow students to develop a better understanding of  

promoting and selling a new idea/product by assuming the identity of an entrepreneur. 

It involved inviting several teachers including Mr Sciortino, Ms Forgione, Mrs Elias, 

Mr Reynolds, Mr van der Meer, Mrs Timillero, Mr Texeira and Ms Tzakos to sit on a 

panel as hypothetical investors. Ultimately, the students had to persuade the investors 

by putting together a presentation on the product and business model (including  

advertising, innovation, idea, target market, finance and resources). The goods and  

services presented by students ranged from a LED Sports Field to an impressive 3D 

Hologram projector as well as the HEX desk for innovative classroom design. All 

teachers involved were most impressed by the learning demonstrated by our students. 
 

Stephanie Elias & Greg Sciortino—Year 9 Commerce Teachers 

DRAGON’S DEN INVESTORS PANELDRAGON’S DEN INVESTORS PANEL  

48 HOURS IN THE DRAMATIC ARTS48 HOURS IN THE DRAMATIC ARTS  

PRIVACY AWARENESSPRIVACY AWARENESS  
 

Parents would be aware of a recent global cyber attack that caused chaos around the world. Closer to home, a Melbourne High School 

also recently had a major privacy breach which saw personal information of families published online. I believe a number of families at 

this school provided their credit card details to scammers after a phishing email masquerading as a message from the principal was sent 

out. 
 

Parents are reminded: 
 

 Be alert to emails which request any personal information or payments from you. 

 The College will never request details of parents’ credit cards by email. 

 Never provide passwords or sensitive or financial information in response to an email request. 

 Check the destination of the email address and ensure it is trusted and known to you before you reply. 

 Do not reply to any suspicious emails from the College, its service providers or other third parties. 

 Do not click on links in any emails of this kind, and 

 Immediately report any suspicious emails to the College. 
 

Colin Liversidge—Director of Business Services 



 

 

SATURDAY 10 JUNE 2017—NO FIXTURES 

 

 
Congratulations 

Leon Frangi has been successful in gaining selection in  

the NSWCIS Touch Football team. He will now travel to  

Caloundra in September to compete in the National  

Championships. Well done! 
 

The St Patrick’s Cross Country Squad competed last week  

in the ISA Championships at the Sydney International 

Equestrian Centre at Horsley Park. There were a number of 

strong performances from the team which saw SPC finish 2nd 

overall. 
 

Well done to those boys who received Championship medals 

on the day: 
 

Jonathan Meaker  (1st place in the U/12s) 

Joshua Carrozza  (2nd place in the U/17s) 

Luke Touma   (3rd place in the U/17s) 

Cooper Dennis  (2nd place in the 18+) 
 

Along with those four boys, congratulations are also  

extended to the following runners who finished in the Top 10 

and were therefore selected to represent the ISA at the  

upcoming CIS Cross Country Carnival: 
 

Ben Brooks   (Year 7) 

Damian Ryan   (Year 7) 

Austin Ball   (Year 9) 

Alexander Micallef (Year 10) 

Joshua Kite   (Year 10) 

Dominic Thomas  (Year 12) 

Alexander Vellar  (Year 12) 
 

A further two boys, Alexander Noulas and David Colman, 

finished just outside the top 10 but will run as part of  

St Patrick’s U12 and U18 teams respectively. 
 

A big thank you must also go to Mr Di Paola, Ms Williams 

and Old Boy Brendan Conneely for the hard work they put 

into the morning training sessions and preparations for the 

carnival. Well done to all. 
 

Term Two Sport 

A reminder there is no sport this weekend (10 June). The 

next round will take place on 17 June and will be the last 

round of sport for Term Two. 
 

Matches will resume Term Three on 22 July. 
 

Mitchell Kearsley—Head of Secondary Sport 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  

Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation at St Mark’s DrummoyneThe Sacrament of Confirmation at St Mark’s Drummoyne   
 

Parents who reside in the parish of St Mark’s Drummoyne are welcome to enrol their children who are in Years 6, 7 and above for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Enrolment letters are available in the Church foyer or from the Parish office from 2 June 2017. Enrolments close on 23 June 2017.  
The preparation sessions commence when third term starts. The celebration Masses are Saturday 6.00pm 26 August and Sunday 9.00am Mass  
27 August. For further details contact the Parish Office on 9181 1795 or email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

UNIFORM SHOP NEWSUNIFORM SHOP NEWS   
Football jerseys are once again in stock. 

Both cotton and woollen jumpers are now available. 

The Uniform Shop will be closed this Saturday 10 June. 

CoCo--curricular Training and curricular Training and   

Fixtures/Performances Fixtures/Performances ––  ExpectationsExpectations  
 

When boys indicate they are going to participate in a Co-curricular activity, they are  

making a binding commitment. In essence, they are to attend all training sessions and be in 

attendance at all games. Boys who are injured are expected to support their teammates at 

Saturday fixtures if the match is played in the Sydney Metropolitan area. Travelling a 

distance to games or training is a necessary part of this commitment. A part-time job or 

outside tuition sessions are not excuses for non-attendance. Furthermore, it is the  

expectation that a boy will play for the College in a sport rather than play in an outside 

team should a clash of times occur. 
 

It has recently come to my attention that a small number of boys have been absent from 

their training session or missed a Saturday fixture without having followed College 

procedure in terms of follow-up. In order to clarify the situation, I would like to take 

this opportunity to remind parents, staff and students of the following protocol should a 

boy be absent. 
 

 Boys intending to miss a training session or game due to a Doctor’s  

appointment should present a note to the coach or MIC or Sportsmaster 

prior to the training session. Under no circumstance should he ask a team 

mate to pass on a message. 

 Requests for leave from a Saturday fixture/Band Performance/Debate, etc. 

ought to be directed to me in the first instance or Mr Kearsley or  

Mr Andrews (Junior School). 

 Boys who are absent from the training and/or fixture must present their 

coach or MIC or Sportsmaster with a satisfactory written explanation from 

home by the end of lunch time on their first day back at school after their 

absence. 

 Failure to comply with these expectations will result in consequences being 

issued ranging from demerits through to weekend detentions. 
 

In order to ensure that there is a sense of equity in relation to students not attending 
Presentation Evenings, training sessions, weekend fixtures, etc, I would kindly ask  
parents to clearly outline the reasons behind their son’s absence. The term “Family 
Commitments” covers a range of scenario’s and as such does not assist with the process. 
Your understanding and support in this matter is appreciated. 
 

Steve Fochesato—Director of Co-curricular 

 

Banding Together in Darling Harbour—Last Sunday afternoon the College Wind 

Ensemble and Blue Black & Gold Big Band performed in Darling Harbour.  

This annual event is one of the highlights for the band program here at the College. The boys were excellent ambassadors for the  

College, and entertained a large audience with a variety of styles and genres of repertoire. Well Done to all boys who performed. 

Derek Rose—Bandmaster 

http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport
mailto:admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

