
 

 

 

 

Two are better than one . . . for if they fall, one will lift up the 

other. (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10) 
 

Hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is with you 

Blessed are you among women 

and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.  

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,  

now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

To all the mothers in our community, and to all of those in 

mothering roles, I extend a very happy Mother’s Day. There is 

nothing quite like the relationship that a son has with his mum.  

In a world where fathers are sometimes absent from children’s 

lives, either physically or emotionally, the burden of the lion’s 

share of parenting often falls to mothers. Boys and their mums 

have a unique bond. They often need their mums all through their 

growing up in ways that mums just seem to “get”. This unspoken 

love, the gesture, the hug, the reassuring word is so powerful in a 

boy’s life. I guess we never forget that our mothers gave us life, 

brought us into the world and nourished and nurtured us 

unconditionally. Regardless of how old we get, our mums are so 

special to us, and we still 

need them.  
 

My mum is 78 years old. She tells 

me she is proud of me. She thanks 

me for helping her out. She still 

gives me a hug and kiss every time 

I see her. My mum tells me I’ve 

done a good job raising my own 

children, and she takes great delight in family occasions. I know 

with every fibre of my being that my mum loves me. I am fairly 

certain I am not unique. This will be the experience of many men 

and boys. As we get older I’m sure that our mums don’t need 

flowers or gifts, and many of them don’t even want them. This 

doesn’t mean however that we shouldn’t go out and buy our 

mums a gift! What most of us yearn for more than anything as 

we get older is for time: the investment of time in each other, to 

spend an afternoon or an evening meal together, to go for a walk 

or to just ‘be’. Many mums I am sure will crave just that and 

nothing else.  

 

We often cite Mary as a Catholic response to Mother’s Day. 

Indeed, Mary’s role as mother to all of us is important. In many 

ways though, this does Mary a disservice. Mary is the mother of 

Jesus, our Lord. However, her role in the Christian story is far 

more profound than that alone. To present Mary as the virgin 

who gave birth to Jesus, and to ignore the rest presents her as a 

one dimensional character with little else to offer humanity. Joan 

Chittister has this to say about Mary: “Delimiting the role of 

Mary to a biological one alone completely ignores the other 

messages of her life and presence. It confines her meaning to one 

moment of her life and disdains the rest of it. We ignore the 

Mary who carried the good news to Elizabeth and opened herself 

to the strong support, the wisdom, the guidance, the direction of 

another woman. We ignore the Mary who did not take the 

message of the Incarnation to the priests, to the rabbis, not even 

to Joseph, her spouse, for approval or for legitimation, but who 

received it herself and acted on it herself” (2013, p. 97). While 

Mary is often revered by women for her role as a mother, and the 

mother of Jesus no less, this reverence of Mary as woman and 

mother is deep with meaning. Mary is a mother who was 

decisive, who took a grave risk and who had the strength of her 

convictions and who faced fear and rejection. Mary is the woman 

who was the leader of women. Mary cradled her son in her arms, 

defying death itself it seems. Mary’s role is integral to the 

incarnation.  
 

I am conscious that some members of our community have lost 

their mothers. To these families Mother’s Day can be a difficult 

time. It is a time of remembering and of keenly feeling the loss of 

mum. In remembering mums that have died or are no longer part 

of people’s lives we offer our prayers and thoughts at this time.  
 

Condolences 

We extend our prayers and condolences to the Frangi family: to 

Mia and Joseph Frangi, Jayden (Class '15), Leon (Year 11) and 

Christian (Year 10) on the death of their grandmother, mother 

and mother-in-law, also to Sebastian Saba in Year 6 Great 

Grandson of Mrs Chamouine Frangi. Eternal rest grant unto her 

O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in 

peace.  
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 
 

 

 

 

Craig Wattam 

Principal 
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Mother’s Day MassesMother’s Day Masses   
Parking will be available on the  

tennis courts for those attending the 

Mother’s Day Masses. 

Entry via Fraser Street. 



 

 

On Thursday 25 May, the Junior School holds its Year 6 Dads’ Breakfast for 2017.  

The breakfast commences at 7.45am. Our Year 6 boys and their dads or care givers will 

come together in the Gymnasium to share a meal together, get to know each other a little better and visit the Year 6 classrooms to take 

part in some activities prepared by the classroom teacher. The Dads’ Breakfast is a great opportunity for son and father to be together in 

the place where our boys spend most of their waking day – here at the College. There is much said about how important male role  

models are to the growth and development of fine men and this opportunity to spend a morning in the company of someone precious to 

you is invaluable. We are all looking forward to a great morning. A letter has been sent home giving you full details of the morning. 
 

Each Friday, either Year 5 or Year 6 take part in a Pastoral Care Period in our Westcourt library. The period is devoted to a pastoral 

theme each week - kindness, bullying, leadership, resilience for example – and we examine how these themes emerge in our own lives, 

view video clips, take part in discussion and prayer connected to our topic. At this meeting the Junior School boys who have earned 

Merit Awards and Student of the Fortnight Awards are presented before the group and congratulated and a class presents or shares work 

that they have been doing in their classroom. The boys enjoy and look forward to these periods, a clear indicator that this is time well 

spent, but maybe more importantly these sessions help build self-awareness, a positive group dynamic, self-esteem and connection with 

the teachers and boys in other classes. There is a strong argument that these are the most important learnings of any that we undertake as 

educators today. As we continue in the task of developing well balanced, confident young men our weekly pastoral care period plays an 

important role. 

 

Jim Walters—Director of Junior School 

It was a huge weekend for the Junior School 

in more ways than one. On Friday night the 

Prep 1st XV were presented with their jerseys by Old Boy and former Scotland coach 

Matt Williams. It was an excellent night and a very special one for the 18 members of the 

squad. They then played Newington the following day and the pride they showed in the 

jersey was outstanding. They continued on their winning way this season with an 

impressive 40 - 0 win. It was another remarkable weekend for the Football teams winning 

13 out of 17 and drawing one. All Prep teams continued their winning dominance over a 

tough Barker outfit. AFL went down by a point in a nail-biter and are continuing to 

improve each week.  

All Junior School boys then assembled for their Supporter's Day, 

cheering on the Senior 1st XI against St Spyridons. It was a close match 

but the cheering from the boys got the team across the line with an 

important 2 - 0 victory. The boys really got into the spirit of the day and 

gave their all. We then moved down to Breen oval where the 1st XV 

were playing the boys from Kinross. It was an end-to-end game with 

chances missed by both teams. It came down to Kinross scoring late in 

both halves to snatch victory. As we said to the seniors boys at the Rally, 

we are proud of all of you, win, lose or draw. We know that everybody 

who puts on the Black jersey gives 100% and that is all that we can ask. 
 

Congratulations to Cooper Edwards who has made the 2017 - 2018 Under 12 Inner West Harbour Cricket Representative team and the 

2017 Eastwood under 12 Representative Rugby team. An outstanding achievement, well done. 
 

Good luck to all boys this Saturday and I would personally like to wish all Mother’s a very special day for Sunday. Every day should be 

Mother’s Day, but on Sunday we should go out of our way to express how much they mean and do for us.  
 

Grant Andrews—Junior School Sportsmaster 

EARLY DEPARTURE FROM SCHOOLEARLY DEPARTURE FROM SCHOOL  
 

As per page 25 of the College Diary. 
 

For Students who need to leave the College grounds before the end of the normal school day, the following steps must be followed: 
 

a) Provide a signed note from their parent/guardian requesting partial leave, stating the reason for the leave and the time of  

departure. 

b) Present the note to his Homeroom Teacher for signature, then his Year Coordinator during morning homeroom who also signs 

the note. 

c) On leaving their timetable class, present the signed note to the classroom teacher for their signature. 

d) Before leaving the school grounds, students must report to the Reception Desk in the Hickey Building. Students must produce an 

appropriately counter-signed (Homeroom Teacher/Year Coordinator) note to the College Receptionist and scan their Student 

Identification Card. An adhesive Early Departure stamp will be produced for the students to stick in their College Diary.  

The Early Departure notes are then kept on file. 

e) In the case of sickness, the parent/guardian must sign the appropriate book in Sick Bay before leaving the College grounds. 

 

UNIFORMUNIFORM  
 

In the coming winter months, students can wear their jumper underneath their blazer to and from the College. Students cannot wear the 

jumper by itself to and from the College. 

Students must wear their blazer to Homeroom each morning. If students do not wear their blazer to and from school, there will be  

a consequence. 
 

Damian Chase—Deputy Principal 



 

 

2017 HSC Written Examination Timetable now available online 

The 2017 HSC examination timetable is now available for viewing on the New South 

Wales Education Standards Authority (NESA) website:  
 

https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/key-dates-exam-timetables/2017-hsc-written-exam-timetable  
 

HSC students can view their personal timetable via their  

Students Online account. It is requested that students check their 

examination timetable to ensure that all their examinations  

appear correctly. Any student with a concern regarding their 

HSC Timetable must notify Mr Brennan promptly. 
 

Andrew Brennan—Acting Director of Curriculum 

 

As a component of enriching the curriculum for our extension Geography classes, 

as well as supporting the needs of Our Learner, a key feature of the St Patrick’s 

College Strathfield Strategic Plan, Geography students from Years 7-10 recently 

participated in the Australian Geography Competition. The Competition, which 

was completed at the College during timetabled Geography lessons, consisted of a 

series of multiple choice questions testing the geographical knowledge and skills 

of our students. We look forward to receiving the results of the competition from 

the organisers and sharing notable achievements with the College community.  

A special thank you must go to all teachers involved in the event especially  

Ms Ho as she undertook the responsibility of planning and organising this learning 

experience for our gifted and talented students.  
 

Luke Reynolds—HSIE B Studies Coordinator  

AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHY COMPETITIONAUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHY COMPETITION   

 

 

 

Founder’s Day Barbecue Parent Helpers: 
 

Founder’s Day celebrations to be held at the College on  

Friday 9 June will include a barbecue lunch for all  

students. Parents who are available between 11.00am and 

1.30pm on this day to assist with the organisation and 

preparation of the barbecue are asked to contact the  

College Reception by phone or email by Thursday  

1 June. They can contact ingrid.viney@spc.nsw.edu.au 

and leave their name, telephone number, email address, 

son’s name and son’s House.  
 

I will then be in contact in advance of the day with  

further details. Any assistance is greatly appreciated.  

The school requires 10 parents per House. 
 

Dietary Requirements: 

If your son requires a gluten free sausage for the  

Founder’s Day BBQ, can you please ask him to see  

Mr Simpson or email robert.simpson@spc.nsw.edu.au by 

Thursday 1 June. 
 

Robert Simpson—Director of Pastoral Care 

Founder’s Day 2017
Founder’s Day 2017  

Later this year St Patrick’s will be hosting two students from France for four weeks. 
 

The dates are from 30 July to 26 August. 
 

Families who volunteer to host will receive a $75 a week Coles voucher to help cover costs 

of feeding an extra mouth. Families are asked to provide meals and a bed in a safe  

environment. This is a rewarding and enriching experience which broadens horizons and 

opens up a world of reciprocal travel for all parties involved. 
 

If any families are interested in hosting either of the boys for the entire duration of their  

stay or for a portion of it, you can contact either Natasha Mascolo or Teresa Valente on 

8705 9283. 

https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/key-dates-exam-timetables/2017-hsc-written-exam-timetable
mailto:Ingrid.Viney@spc.nsw.edu.au
mailto:robert.simpson@spc.nsw.edu.au


 

 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  

Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

SATURDAY 13 MAY 2017 

 

 
Winter Round 

Last Saturday was a successful one for the College across all three winter 

codes. The Tennis fraternity came up against St Pius X and took out 8 of 

the 10 Divisions, including a dominant 8 sets to 0 win by the 1st IV. 

The Footballers also enjoyed a great deal of success – of the 17 ISA  

fixtures played, St Patrick’s won 15. One of those losses was also the  

St Patrick’s 16C team losing to the St Patrick’s 16B team, going down in 

a close one 1-0. The First XI enjoyed a solid 2-0 win over St Spyridon to 

remain at the top of the table. 
 

The Rugby community played host to Kinross in Round 1 of the ISA 

competition. Kinross, as always, provided some tough competition and 

were particularly strong in the Opens. Our 13A, 14A, 15B, 16B and 16A 

sides all came away with victories while the First XV went down in a  

nail-biter 20 points to 26. However the biggest turn around came from the 

13Ds – after losing by 40 the week prior, they turned it all around to be 

victorious over Barker College 27 – 5. 

Good luck to all this coming weekend. 
 

Mitchell Kearsley—Head of Secondary Sport 

RUGBY 

1st XV v St Augustine's 3.15 Pittwater Park 1 

2nd XV v St Augustine's 2.00 Pittwater Park 1 

3rd XV v St Augustine's 1.00 Pittwater Park 1 

4th XV v St Joseph's 7th XV 12.00 St Joseph's College 2 

16A v St Augustine's 12.00 Pittwater Park 1 

16B v St Augustine's 10.30 Pittwater Park 4 

15A v St Augustine's 10.00 Pittwater Park 1 

15B v St Augustine's 9.00 Pittwater Park 2 

15C v St Pius B  11.00 SPC 2 

14A v St Augustine's 11.00 Pittwater Park 1 

14B v St Augustine's 12.00 Pittwater Park 2 

14C v St Augustine's D 1.00 Pittwater Park 2 

13A v St Augustine's 9.00 Pittwater Park 1 

13B v St Augustine's 10.30 Pittwater Park 3 

13C v St Augustine's D 11.30 Pittwater Park 3 

13D v St Augustine's E 12.30 Pittwater Park 3 

TENNIS 

Div 1 v Oakhill 8.00 Strathfield Sports Club 

Div 2 v St Andrew's 8.00 Parklands 

Div 3 v Oxley 8.30 Strathfield Sports Club 

Div 4 v St Andrew's 8.00 Parklands 

Div 5 v Oxley 8.30 Strathfield Sports Club 

Div 6 v St Andrew's 8.00 Parklands 

Div 7 v Oxley 8.30 Strathfield Sports Club 

Div 8 v St Andrew's 8.00 Parklands 

Div 9 v Oxley 8.30 Strathfield Sports Club 

Div 10 v Oakhill 8.00 Oakhill Courts 

FOOTBALL 

1st XI v Chevalier 2.00 Chevalier - Far Avenue 1 

2nd XI v Chevalier 12.45 Chevalier - Far Avenue 1 

3rd XI v Oakhill 4th 8.00 Hermann Oval 

4th XI v St Andrew's 3rd 9.00 Wentworth Park 

5th XI v Newington 5th 9.00 Tempe Reserve 1 

6th XI v Newington 6th 10.00 Tempe Reserve 1 

7th XI v Newington 7th 11.00 Tempe Reserve 1 

8th XI v Newington 8th 12.00 Tempe Reserve 1 

16A v Chevalier 2.45 Chevalier - Far Avenue 2 

16B v Kings A 8.30 Mason Park 2 

16C v Oakhill B 8.00 Lawrence Oval 

16D v Kings D 9.30 Mason Park 2 

16E v Kings E 10.30 Mason Park 2 

15A v Chevalier 1.30 Chevalier - Far Avenue 2 

15B v Oakhill C 10.00 Lawrence Oval 

15C v Chevalier B 9.00 Chevalier - Meadow One 

15D v Newington C 10.00 Tempe Reserve 2 

15E v Knox F 1.00 Curagul 1 

15F v Knox G 2.00 Curagul 1 

14A v Chevalier 11.00 Chevalier - Far Avenue 2 

14B v Chevalier 12.15 Chevalier - Far Avenue 2 

14C v Redlands B 8.00 University Oval 1 (Mac Uni) 

14D v St Pius C 11.30 Mason Park 3 

14E v Barker F 12.00 Phipps Field 

14F v Barker G 1.00 Phipps Field 

14G v Newington G 10.30 Mason Park 3 

13A v Chevalier 8.30 Chevalier - Far Avenue 2 

13B v Chevalier 9.45 Chevalier - Far Avenue 2 

13C v Oakhill D 8.00 BC Oval 

13D v Redlands C 8.00 University Oval 2 (Mac Uni) 

13E v Trinity F 9.00 Flockhart 1 

13F v Trinity G 8.00 Flockhart 1 

13G v Barker G 9.30 Mason Park 3 

13H v Barker H 8.30 Mason Park 3 

JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT WEEKLY DRAW  
ROUND THREE 13/05/17 

Rugby Union  

 
Football (Soccer) 

 
AFL 

 
Venues: 

Breen Oval/SPC No 2 – Edgar St, Strathfield (inside school grounds) 
Bark Huts – Elliott St, Belfield 

Christison Park – Old South Head Rd, Watsons Bay 
Phipps – College Crescent, Waitara 

Oxford Falls – Cnr Dreadnought and Wakehurst Parkway, Oxford Falls 
Pioneers Park – 1160-1196R Anzac Parade, Malabar NSW 2036 

Woollahra 2 – Manion Ave, Rose Bay 

TEAM OPPOSITION VENUE TIME 
PREP 1ST XV Cranbrook Woollahra 2 9.00am 
PREP 2ND XV Cranbrook Woollahra 2 8.15am 
PREP BLACK 7’s   Christison Park 8.00 – 9.20am 
    Christison Park 8.00 – 9.20am 
PREP GOLD 7’s   Christison Park 8.00 – 9.20am 
    Christison Park 8.00 – 9.20am 
11A Scots SPC NO 2 9.30am 
11B Scots SPC NO 2 8.45am 
11C Scots SPC NO 2 8.00am 

TEAM OPPOSITION VENUE TIME 
PREP A St Pius X Oxford Falls 8.00am 
PREP B St Pius X Oxford Falls 8.45am 
PREP C St Pius X Oxford Falls 9.30am 
PREP D St Pius X Oxford Falls 10.15am 
PREP E Barker Phipps 11.15am 
11 A1 Wyvern Bark Huts 1 8.00am 
11 B1 Wyvern Bark Huts 1 8.45am 
11 C1 Wyvern Bark Huts 1 9.30am 
11 D1 Wyvern Bark Huts 1 10.15am 
11A2 Kings Bark Huts 2 8.00am 
11 B2 Kings Bark Huts 2 8.45am 
11 C2 Kings Bark Huts 2 9.30am 
11 D2 Kings Bark Huts 2 10.15am 
10A Trinity JS SPC NO 3 8.45am 
10B Trinity JS SPC NO 3 8.45am 
10C1 Trinity JS SPC NO 3 8.00am 
10C2 Trinity JS SPC NO 3 8.00am 

TEAM OPPOSITION VENUE TIME 
A Waverley Pioneers Park 9.45am 

SENIOR SCHOOL SUMMER SPORT PHOTOSSENIOR SCHOOL SUMMER SPORT PHOTOS  
Parents are advised that their sons will be informed of the Photo timetable 

for the College Summer Sports activities via their Homeroom  

Noticeboards. Photos will be taken in the College Hall on Friday 19 May. 
 

I would kindly ask that parents ensure that their son’s Summer Sports 

uniform is clean and in good condition for the photos. Details relating to 

the purchasing of photos online will be forwarded to parents via the  

Especean in the near future.  
 

No bags to be dropped off at Reception for your son on this day. 
 

Steve Fochesato—Director of Co-curricular  

http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport
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