
 

 

 

 

Two are better than one . . . for if they fall, one will lift up the 

other. (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10) 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

I had the privilege of attending the Old Boys’ Association lunch 

on Friday. About 150 graduates of St Patrick’s College gathered 

to share stories, enjoy each other’s company and break bread 

together. There were a number of things that struck me about the 

few hours that have given 

me further insights into the 

culture of our community. 

Firstly, there is something 

difficult to qualify about 

what it is that creates the 

strong bonds that tie men 

together for so many years 

after they have left school. What they share in common, is 

sometimes limited to their experience of St Patrick’s College. In 

reflecting on the afternoon though I realise that this is clearly 

enough. One Old Boy remarked that he was curious about what 

the ingredients were that ensured the vibrant culture of  

St Patrick’s College. While he knew the College had always had 

an enviable reputation and that Old Boys tend to keep in touch, 

he wasn’t sure why there was such enormous pride in the 

graduates about their alma mater. I suggested that perhaps the 

ingredients may have something to do with the history, tradition 

and success of previous graduates that was almost unconsciously 

imbued by the present generation of students. In turn, these boys 

are in the process of making history for those that come after 

them. At a recent assembly I attempted to convey some of this to 

the boys by suggesting that the College is indeed bigger than 

them. They are the inheritors of a tradition that has been gifted to 

them. They are the recipients of a wonderful College, due to the 

hard work of the Christian Brothers, of the previous students and 

of the staff. They therefore have a responsibility to carefully craft 

a legacy for themselves, but also for those who come after them. 

They are stewards of this place, so that the boys of the next 

generation, perhaps even their own sons, will continue to enjoy 

the rich fabric that makes up this community. 
 

Secondly, as I said a few words from the microphone during the 

lunch, I looked out across the room and saw young men who 

were more youthful than my own children. I saw men who were 

older than my parents, and I saw a goodly number of 40 and 50 

somethings. Again, what they held in common was this College. 

I was graciously introduced to a wide array of Old Boys who 

regaled me with stories of their time at St Patrick’s. Many of 

these included rugby matches fought and won, various other 

legendary sporting occasions as a spectator, records broken, HSC 

or Leaving Certificate results and the pride in having boys enter 

university (often as the first in their family). Also relayed to me 

was the mischievous deeds when Brother wasn’t watching (or so 

they thought), of catching buses on Edgar Street, and many more.  

A large proportion of these men have been tremendously 

successful, and not just in financial terms. Yes, of course there 

are those who have enjoyed some significant degrees of national 

and international fame, but the room also contained men who 

have quietly gone about the business of making the world a 

better place. 
 

This brings me to my third 

point. The fact that the College 

is the common denominator 

bears further examination.  

A Catholic education in the 

Edmund Rice tradition has 

firmly grounded all these men 

in a culture that has taught them that they have the responsibility 

and privilege to look out for, and actively do something about, 

working for the common good. Every one of these men knows 

that he can make a difference in the lives of the poor, the 

marginalised and the outcast. There was a generosity of heart and 

spirit in the room that bound these men together. Over many 

generations, St Patrick’s has successfully inculcated in boys that 

if they are going to live out the Gospel of the Good News of 

Jesus, then they must seek to not only live this out in word and 

action, but to be stewards for the world in ways that humble and 

unite us. Essentially, our Old Boys are examples of what the 

Touchstones call us to be. The Touchstones (Gospel Spirituality, 

Liberating Education, Justice and Solidarity and Inclusive 

Community) neatly articulate Edmund Rice’s life and work. This 

work continues today in Edmund Rice schools, centres and 

communities across the world. If we are: inspired by the Gospel 

and its central message; seek to work for justice and peace for 

all; accept and welcome the stranger in our midst; and, use the 

gift of the education we receive for 

the betterment of others, then we 

are being true to this vision, and 

we are steadfastly ensuring that the 

reasons that St Patrick’s enjoys the 

reputation it has, has had, and will 

continue to have, will prevail. 
 

I offer my thanks to the many  

Old Boys for their continued interest in, passion for, and sense of 

belonging to this place. The family of St Patrick’s College is a 

large, complex and multi-generational one. I do hope that all  

Old Boys feel welcome, connected, and integral to, the future of 

the College. 
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 

 

 

 

 

Craig Wattam 

Principal 
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Check out and follow Social Justice at the 

College on https://twitter.com/SPC_SJAG 

https://twitter.com/SPC_SJAG


 

 

Last Friday Year 5 and Year 10 were involved in our 2017 

Peer Support Day. Sixty selected Year 10 boys had taken 

part in a Train the Trainer Day a fortnight before and had been well prepared by a group of our teaching staff 

for the Peer Support experience. The training involved input from a number of teachers regarding the purpose 

of Peer Support, the structure of the program and the world view of Year 5 boys. There was a chance to plan 

for the day as well, to choose activities and prepare materials. The Year 10s threw themselves into the  

preparation thoroughly and showed maturity and leadership in the way they took to the challenges. 
 

It was because of this, that last Friday was a success. Despite the testing, unpredictable weather, our Year 10 

boys engaged fully with the Year 5s, they mentored, encouraged, responded and taught with great skill and 

enthusiasm throughout what is, after all, a long and tiring day for them. The Year 5 boys responded in kind. 

There was much friendship and enjoyment on both sides of the equation, but it was the Year 5s whose  

excitement was most obvious. “This is the best day ever!” was one bright eyed appraisal late in the afternoon 

and it typified the overall mood of this latest SPC cohort to Peer Support 2017. 
 

With the first seven weeks of the St Patrick’s journey complete for our new boys, there is a sense of  

exhausted pride amongst them. From the day one Allwell testing it has been a cracking pace. Welcome Mass,  

Swimming Carnival, Belonging Day, Junior School Dinner, Cross Country and Peer Support have all played 

their part in helping induct Year 5 into the ways of the College 

and the progress of the year group has been remarkable.  

It would be fair to say that most have had the odd hiccup, but 

each one is a learning experience and important in the overall 

growth and development of the boys. Onward and upward! 
 

Jim Walters—Director of Junior School 

Well done to the Basketball teams who were the only ones to play last Saturday. We had some 

extremely close games with St Pius, with 4 of the games coming down to fewer than two baskets.  

I would like to thank all the boys and parents for your understanding in what has been an extremely wet start to the year. Unfortunately we can’t 

control the weather. Let’s hope that the winter season is kinder to us. 
 

Good luck to Markus Parinetto who will be competing in the NSWCIS Diving competition at Homebush on Thursday. 
 

WINTER TRIALS 

Winter trials for most teams will take place next Monday and Tuesday. Please listen and watch for exact times over the week. Armidale Rugby training 

will also take place on Wednesday mornings in preparation for the tour in the upcoming holidays. 
 

Well done to all the boys in the X-Country squad who have been training hard in the mornings for the IPSHA Carnival on Saturday, 1 April. 
 

Grant Andrews—Junior School Sportsmaster 

Supporting our Students in their Approaches to StudySupporting our Students in their Approaches to Study   
 

At St Patrick’s College, we provide a variety of programs to support students with their approaches to learning. Prior to their examination block,  

Year 12 had a session facilitated by Elevate Education entitled “Ace Your Exams”. The Year 12s also have access to an extensive range of materials 

for most of their subjects through the online resources provided by Edrolo. Last week, Year 11 students had two sessions with Elevate: Study Sensei 

and Time Management, providing the boys with practical suggestions on using the syllabus, structuring study notes, becoming more independent in 

their learning, developing effective study routines and overcoming procrastination.  
 

Last week, Year 7 students had a Skills for Learning Day organised by Mrs Janine Timillero where they engaged in library research, making study 

notes, organisation and test taking. On Thursday evening, Dr Prue Salter from Enhanced Learning Educational Services ran a study skills evening with 

Years 7, 8 and 9 parents and students. The evening helped families put systems in place to help students work towards achieving their personal best in 

an efficient and effective way. Students examined their home study environment, the way they organise and manage their resources, how to work  

effectively at home and deal with distractions, how to manage the workload in high school, and the steps to studying in high school. Parents are  

encouraged to review the handout from the session with students and discuss the main areas identified where changes need to be made. Parents can also 

find extra study skills tips on the following website: http://studyskillstoptipsparents.com/.  
 

In the Junior School, both years participate in Habits of Mind. They will also be provided with strategies for research and work on how to ask deeper 

questions. Later in the year, Year 8 will participate in the Inquisitive Minds Mathematics workshop and Year 10 will undertake Study Sensei and 

Memory Mnemonics.  
 

Year Coordinators will provide additional opportunities to support students in their study and wellbeing through pastoral programs across the year.  

All secondary students at our school also have access to a great study skills website to help students develop their skills. Go to 

www.studyskillshandbook.com.au and enter the username: forspconly and the password: 138results.  
 

We encourage parents to ask your sons about the various programs and resources they have available in support of their learning. Your discussions at 

home are a strong indication of your support for your son’s learning. Thank you. 
 

Denise Lombardo—Director of Learning and Innovation  &  Janine Timillero—Diverse Learning Coordinator 

https://edrolo.com.au/
http://studyskillstoptipsparents.com/
http://www.studyskillshandbook.com.au


 

 

  
The global event Earth Hour is celebrating its 10th year of operation this year and is organised by the World Wildlife Fund. Raising 

awareness about climate change, a problem that could define our generation, Earth Hour is a voluntary blackout, taking place on  

Saturday, 25 March from 8.30pm – 9.30pm to help reduce our carbon footprint and bring awareness to the comforts we enjoy each day. 

Take this opportunity to reduce our use and dependence on electricity and technology over Lent! 
 

Young men of St Patrick’s College and families, it is our responsibility to take action, to take charge and to help lead the movement of 

youth tackling big issues like climate change and protecting our Earth and we can help do our part by participating in events such as 

this. Help shape the future you want to see and “be the change you want to see in the world.” 
 

Drew Beacom—Sustainability Prefect 
 

Earth Hour has evolved into a global platform for people to take action on climate change and the act of turning off our lights for an 

hour has become an iconic symbol of people’s concern to protect the planet. Here are 3 things you didn’t know about Earth Hour 
 

- Earth Hour was started in Sydney in 2007 and was celebrated by 2.2 million people. Today 172 countries participate and 
 unites millions all over the world.  
- Over 10, 400 monuments and landmarks around the world have their lights switched off during Earth Hour. 
- Over 2000 schools around the world officially engage with Earth Hour and in 2015 over 200 political leaders raised their 
 voice to change climate change.  

 

Unite with others and be part of the movement this Saturday! Remember it’s only for one hour!  

The College will be turning off its lights for an hour this Friday to support the cause. 
 

Faith in Action Team 2017  

Great stories can be accessed and enjoyed from anywhere !! 

This is a sample of the most recent Year 7-12 novels [McGlade] for you to read 

online https://spcs2.wheelers.co/ 

 

 

 

These stories are available 24/7. 

A sample of the new Junior novels ready for you  

to read online https://spcs.wheelers.co/ 

 
 

Year 7 Parent/Teacher Interviews take place next Monday, 27 March in the Mary MacKillop Building which is adjacent to the Robson 

Auditorium. Please note, that it is an expectation of the College that at least one parent requests and attends interviews with all of their 

son's subject teachers. 
 

To generate your individual Parent/Teacher timetable, please access the link below and follow the instructions; 
 

1. Login to Parent Portal on SOLE http://sole.spc.nsw.edu.au/course/view.php?id=272 and click on the Parent Teacher Login  
button 

2. Click on the My Interviews tab and your timetable will be generated. 
 

If you have not entered your preferences as per our previous email (and therefore do not have bookings), it isn't too late to book an 

interview. 
 

1. Login to Parent Portal on SOLE http://sole.spc.nsw.edu.au/course/view.php?id=272 and click on the Parent Teacher Login  
button. 

2. Click on the Request Interviews tab. 
3. Drag each teacher across to the Teachers I want to see side of the table. 
4. Now click on the Modify Interviews tab. 
5. Click on any free interview slots (white slots) to book an interview. 
6. Don't forget to print your schedule. 
 

An email outlining these steps has also been sent to your nominated email addresses. 
 

Andrew Brennan—Acting Director of Curriculum 

https://spcs2.wheelers.co/
https://spcs.wheelers.co/
http://sole.spc.nsw.edu.au/course/view.php?id=272
http://sole.spc.nsw.edu.au/course/view.php?id=272


 

 

CRICKET—Grand Finals (Sat/Sun) 

15A v Epping Bulls 8.30 Meadowbank Park 10 

14 Gold v Epping Bulls 8.30 TBC 

13A v West Ryde 8.30 TBC 

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  

Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

SATURDAY 25 MARCH 2017 

BASEBALL—Grand Final 

16 Blue v Rosebank 8.30 Major’s Bay Reserve 3 

CSDA Public Speaking Grand FinalCSDA Public Speaking Grand Final  
 

Last Friday night we had 4 speakers represent our College in the CSDA 

Public Speaking Grand Final at Marist North Shore. Patrick Alphonse and 

Oliver Meleca of Year 7, Thomas Kearney of Year 11 and Andrew Clark 

of Year 12. We congratulate all four of these boys for reaching the final 

where the competition was at a very high standard and in particular we  

congratulate both Patrick Alphonse and Thomas Kearney who placed 2nd 

in their respective divisions. Well done to these boys and their coaches 

who over the past few weeks have worked to achieve these results. 

I would also like to thank the supporters in staff, students and community 

that came on Friday night. In the next coming weeks the coaches will be 

meeting and trialling for the Debating season which is due to commence in 

Term 2. Good luck to all involved. 
 

Martha Zantis—MIC Public Speaking & Debating 

Reminder to all parents after 8.00am all students are to be 

dropped off at the kiss and drop area, please do not speed 

around the school and do not park in Hydebrae Street.  

The council rangers have been around the College in the 

past couple of weeks booking parents who are in bus 

zones and no stopping areas.  

NOTICENOTICE  

 

 
Athletics Carnival 

As you would be aware, the College held its Annual House and Age Championship  

Athletics Carnival on Tuesday of last week. Despite the weather, participation rates were 
fantastic and we were able to get through a large portion of the listed events. 
 

The championship events that were not run on the day will be run in the near future, 

either at school or at SOPAC. Once these are complete we will announce the Age  

Champions and the Champion House for 2017. 
 

Cricket and Baseball Finals 

Unfortunately, the persistent rain saw all sport cancelled on Saturday. The cancellations 

mean that some teams will progress to next weekend’s Grand Finals based on their  

positions on competition ladders – congratulations to the 15A, 14 Gold and 13A Cricket 

teams, as well as the 16 Blue Baseball. Commiserations must go to the 16B and  

14 Black Cricket teams who were unable to fight for a place in the Grand Final. 
 

Winter Sport Trials 

As was stated in last week’s Especean, Winter sport trials commence this week. The 
schedule was made available last week and can be found on SOLE. 
 

As always with trials, the initial selections may be flawed, however we ensure that  

the process is as rigorous and equitable as possible within the confines of an  

educational institution. I encourage parents to allow their sons to deal with any initial 
disappointment by offering support and encouragement, rather than immediately calling 

the College to discuss the selections. It is important that we build resilience in the  
students. Selections will change over the course of the season so performances and  

attitude will be rewarded. It is not uncommon to see a student move up two or even three 

teams as the season progresses. Inevitably this can also work the other way if a student 

has been graded at a higher grade than their ability level. In this way, sport mirrors  

life, with highs and lows. A person can be measured by how they deal with  

these opportunities or disappointments. The most successful people realise that a  
disappointment is often the best form of opportunity. 
 

Given the weather we have had, as well as the prediction of inclement weather in the 

coming weeks, there may be cancellations to some trial sessions in the coming weeks. 

Please be aware that the first round of matches against Sydney Grammar on  

1 April will be treated as an extension of the trial process. 
 

Those boys still engaged in NDJCA/RHBL Grand Finals on 25/26 March are to continue 

to meet their summer co-curricular commitment as a priority, in the knowledge that their 

absence at the first winter trial will in no way see them disadvantaged in terms of team 
selections.  
 

Mitchell Kearsley—Head of Secondary Sport 

SENIOR ATHLETICS CARNIVALSENIOR ATHLETICS CARNIVAL  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Meadowbank+Park+no.+10/@-33.8168995,151.0792989,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a4f7f2fa4293:0x2de313705c6c0b21!8m2!3d-33.8168995!4d151.0814876
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/North+Ryde+RSL/@-33.8050861,151.1411027,16.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a5f628ea30a9:0x11c41f8e5a63eb72!8m2!3d-33.803271!4d151.139136
http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/33%C2%B050'47.6%22S+151%C2%B005'54.7%22E/@-33.846554,151.0963393,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d-33.846554!4d151.098528

