
 

 

 

 

Two are better than one . . . for if they fall, one will lift up the 

other. (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10) 
 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of St Patrick’s College, 
 

I may have only been at the College for about two months now, 

but I am a schoolie-tragic. By that I mean that I have spent my 

entire life in, around, and engaging with schools and learning.  

I never tire of the buzz that I get from seeing young people 

progress with their learning, acquire a new skill or practise a 

technique in a particular field and get better at it. For most of us, 

there are few light-bulb moments in teaching. Rather, they are 

more of a slow-burn than a flash of inspiration. Our learning is 

usually incremental as opposed to exponential. 
 

For those of us in education circles, we often talk about the fact 

that all engaged in the enterprise of schooling are learners. 

Regardless of whether we are a child or a teacher, we continue to 

be on a learning journey. This presupposes that it is not only the 

adults in the College that impart the wisdom but that the students 

also have something very worthwhile to offer. What keeps me 

energised in schools is the constant instalments of wisdom  

I glean from young people. They often teach me things about 

myself, and about others that give me 

pause to reflect. It might be the way 

they interact informally when they 

think no-one is paying attention. In 

my first days here I witnessed 

assistance being rendered to a new 

Year 5 boy who was upset. It might be 

the way they go about thinking about 

the solution to a problem in a lesson 

or it might be about the way they 

conduct themselves in a more formal 

situation when they are “on show.” 

There are countless examples of how 

St Patrick’s boys do this each and 

every week.   
 

The boys at this College give me great hope for the future. They 

are reverent and prayerful. Come along to Friday morning Mass 

and observe the way in which they conduct themselves. There is 

nothing for them to gain, no House Points and no merit 

certificate for turning up. They come because they want to do so. 

There are Catholic schools where this does not occur. The boys 

at our College pray with heart and soul. They are reflective and 

they are authentic with their prayerfulness. The faith of the boys 

makes me want to engage more with my own prayer life. 
 

They are also serious about their learning. They have a hunger 

for knowledge and an appetite for wanting to be better at 

learning. So many boys seek to challenge themselves through the 

development of their knowledge and skills. Many boys choose to 

get a head start on their homework or assignments during their 

lunch break in the library. I have seen boys doing their Maths 

homework at the bus stop! The co-curricular program extends 

beyond sporting avenues. There are many co-curricular activities 

that actively engage the mind as well as the body.  
 

Boys are engaged. They “get it” when it comes to their 

community. They participate with vigour and enthusiasm. Come 

along to the Swimming or Athletics Carnival or see them as 

supporters of their peers and friends at a sporting match or a 

public speaking competition. These boys perhaps don’t realise it, 

but they are in the process of making history. They continue a 

fine tradition and culture by honouring the past, but they also are 

creating the future. Together.  
 

Sometimes our children cause us grief and angst. Sometimes 

boys at school do not do the right thing. Overwhelmingly though, 

they fill me (and all of us at St Patrick’s) with joy, cause for 

celebration and a great sense of pride. Thank you for allowing us 

to work with you in raising young men of whom we can all be 

proud. Most importantly, we want them to be proud of 

themselves.  
 

As we enter the third week of Lent, we remind ourselves that our 

journey to Easter is just that: it is a journey. Much like the 

lessons I take from the boys, Lent gives us pause to remember 

that we are a people of hope. As Christians, our hope for the 

future lies chiefly with the salvific acts of Christ. The boys at  

St Patrick’s are the embodiment of the goodness that Christ has 

bestowed upon us all.  
 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to James Crino and his wife Jessica who 

welcomed their 3rd son Raffaele Dionysius Crino at 18.29pm on 

9 March weighing 7.6 pounds, 47.5cm length. Jessica and 

Raffaele are both well. Brothers, Orlando and Aureliano are 

excited! What a blessing to their growing family. 

Congratulations also to Natalie Drenovac and her husband Milan 

who welcomed their first child Mateo Ante Drenovac on 

Monday, 6 March. He weighed 3.2kgs and was 50cm in length. 

We wish both families every blessing.  
 

Condolences 

We offer our prayers and condolences to The Turner Jensen 

family: to Rob and Abby, and boys Oliver (Year 12), Jakob 

(Year 9) and Alexander (Year 7) on the death of their  

much-loved father, father-in-law and grandfather Svend-Erik 

Jensen. Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon him.  
 

Live Jesus in our Hearts, Forever. 

 

 

 

 

Craig Wattam 

Principal 
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Last Friday night, 10 March, the College gymnasium was packed to the rafters with  

Junior School boys and parents for the annual P & F Junior School Dinner. Over 650  

attended the night and enjoyed each other’s company over a meal, hopefully getting to know each other better in a relaxed and friendly 

atmosphere. The night went off without a hitch thanks to the careful planning of our Parents’ & Friends’ Executive under the direction 

of Kate Manenti. It is an enormous undertaking and on behalf of the boys and the College I wish to express my sincere thanks to all who 

contributed. Dr Wattam addressed and welcomed everyone, the boys ripped out a boisterous war cry and the Old Boy dads led their sons 

in the College anthem, the sense of school spirit palpable in them all. In the busy whirl of Term One this night is significant in building 

connection between boys, families and the College. In these terms it was a great success. 
 

This Friday, 17 March, our Year 5 boys have their Peer Support Day. On this day, our Year 10 Peer Support leaders will lead their  

Year 5 group through a series of activities designed to help them in their orientation to the College, to build their sense of belonging and 

their understanding of themselves. Our Year 10 leaders have been taken through a training day in which their skills were sharpened and 

their planning for the day began. They are well prepared for the challenges of leading their groups. 
 

The Peer Support Day takes place here at the College. Because this is our St Patrick’s mufti day, the boys will wear casual clothes with 

a green theme, bring their own recess and lunch, cap and water bottle. I would also ask that the boys bring sun screen and apply it  

sensibly throughout the day. It should be a great day. 
 

Jim Walters—Director of Junior School 

 

 

Congratulations to the Junior Cricket teams with 7 out of 10 teams having great 

victories, 2 losses and a draw. Softball also had an impressive victory on Breen 

Oval and it was great to see the boys in the Tennis A’s have a strong win over 

Knox in the Final but the B’s narrowly going down to Riverview. There were 

some mixed results in Basketball against Waverley with some extremely tight 

games played with 4 of the matches being decided by less than 4 points.  
 

Congratulations to Joseph Hatem of Year 6 who has made the IPSHA 

Representative Football side for 2017. An Outstanding achievement. 
 

On Tuesday we had our X-Country/CUA Fun Run here at the College. 

Congratulations to Crichton House for winning the 2017 Cross Country Shield the 

first time in many years. Please see attached tables with results for the day. 

A reminder that money needs to be handed in by Wednesday, 26 April (after the 

holiday period). There is still plenty of time to fundraise. 
 

This Saturday is the final round of the Summer competition until Term Four. I would like to thank all 

the coaches and parents for your support and patience over the past 6 weeks. Let’s hope the winter 

season has less disruptions. 
 

WINTER TRIALS – The Junior School trials for Football, Rugby and AFL will take place on 

Monday, 27 March and Monday, 3 April during and after school time on both days. 
 

Grant Andrews—Junior School Sportsmaster 

 

From 25 March to 2 April the St Joseph’s Mob from Alice Springs will be coming to stay with us. They will join in many classes, be 

around in the playground, come to assembly and be part of our Reconciliation Round of sport on 1 April. While the fellas are here they 

will see some of the sights of Sydney, visit some friends in Wollongong, take part in the Lenten Dances and get to know many new  

people while reconnecting with some familiar faces. We look forward to the shared wisdom they bring as well as the opportunity for us 

to be good hosts. As our relationship grows we learn new and different ways of being united in our common and varied goals. No doubt 

the whole community will make them feel welcome in their time here and all of us will continue to see things through a different lens – 

understanding, compassion and love embedded in who we are. 
 

Gillian Daley—Director of Identity 

This Friday is the Solemnity of the Saint for whom St Patrick’s College is named.  

It is a day of great celebration for our community. 

Please join us in the Chapel at 8.15am for Mass – a chance to celebrate as one people!! 

It will also be a free Green Mufti Day for all staff and students. All parents are invited to join us in wearing green to show our  

remembrance of St Patrick. 

St Patrick’s legacy lives on today in his practice of speaking out against injustice, particularly slavery and exclusion.  

He demonstrated a respect for women and he cared for the poor. He prayed with a particular emphasis on the Trinity and he aimed 

to fulfil the mission of the Church – making Christ known to others. We can take a lot from his example as we practice our faith 

and care for the marginalised, particularly in this time of Lent. Have a Happy St Patrick’s Day!! 
 

Gillian Daley—Director of Identity 

    St Patrick’s DaySt Patrick’s Day   

X-COUNTRY 2017 

  PLACINGS       

U10'S 1st  2nd 3rd     Total U10-U12's Grand Total PLACE 

BERG 3 6 19     28   224 4 

RICE 2 5 8     15   221 3 

CRICHTON 7 9 10     26   145 1 

HANRAHAN 17 23 27     67   295 6 

COGHLAN 1 15 24     40   164 2 

HICKEY 4 12 16     32   259 5 

 PLACINGS 

U11'S 1st  2nd 3rd 4th 5th Total 

BERG 1 4 7 14 16 42 

RICE 21 25 27 31 36 140 

CRICHTON 1 12 13 15 33 74 

HANRAHAN 3 11 26 30 42 112 

COGHLAN 2 5 6 9 24 46 

HICKEY 8 10 19 22 23 82 

               

U12'S 1st  2nd 3rd 4th 5th Total 

BERG 15 20 21 43 55 154 

RICE 1 13 14 16 22 66 

CRICHTON 6 7 9 11 12 45 

HANRAHAN 3 19 27 33 34 116 

COGHLAN 2 4 5 10 17 38 

HICKEY 8 24 26 36 51 145 

  Age Champion   

U10's  Tadhg Murphy 

U11's Luke Costello 

U12's Noah Doran 

Well Well 

DoneDone  



 

 

 Pastoral  CarePastoral  Care   
 

This Friday, 17 March marks the annual National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence across Australia. The College will be 

acknowledging the day in a variety of ways as part of our commitment to maintaining a safe and supportive community for everyone. 
 

Sometimes, it can be difficult for parents or carers to know what to do when their son talks to them about bullying. You are an  

important part of our work to prevent bullying and to respond effectively if it happens. Stopping bullying involves everyone.  
 

If your son talks to you about bullying: 

Listen calmly and get the full story. Your calm response is important to allow your son to tell you all about the situation. After he 

has told you his story, ask questions to get more details if you need to: who, what, where, when. Although you may feel some 

strong emotions about your son’s experience, try to keep calm to avoid more distress to your son. 

Reassure your son he is not to blame. Many children blame themselves and this may make them feel even worse. You could say 

things like, ‘That sounds really hard to deal with. No one should have to put up with that.’ or ‘I’m so glad you told me. You 

should be able to feel safe at school; that’s not fair at all’. 

Ask your son what he wants to do and what he wants you to do. A critical part of your response is to avoid jumping in to solve the 

problem. While it is natural to want to protect your son, helping him to find his own solution is a better option. It helps him feel 

he has some power in the situation.  

Visit www.bullyingnoway.gov.au to find some strategies. The website 

has tips and ideas for different bullying situations. One idea is to 

practise strategies at home to help your son feel more confident. 

Contact the College. Your son may be reluctant for you to do this,  

so discuss the idea and reassure him that the College would  

want to know and is able to help. Make a call to your son’s  

classroom/homeroom teacher in the first instance, and then, if you 

need to, contact your son’s Year Coordinator. Contact the College 

immediately if you have a concern about your son’s safety. 

Check in regularly with your son. Keep the conversation going.  

It can take time to resolve issues, so check in regularly with your 

son about his experiences and his feelings. Your ongoing support 

is important. 
 

Robert Simpson—Director of Pastoral Care 

Catholic School’s Public Speaking Catholic School’s Public Speaking --  

Grand FinalGrand Final  
 

Last Friday night saw 9 of our original  

12 speakers advance to the Zone Finals of the 

Catholic School’s Public Speaking competition. That in itself is a 

wonderful achievement given the large number of schools that  

participate in this well respected competition. Congratulations are 

extended to Andrew Clark of Year 12, Thomas Kearney of  

Year 11, Oliver Meleca and Patrick Alphonse both of Year 7 for 

having qualified for this year’s Final.  
 

The Grand Finals will be staged at Marist College North Shore  

located at 270 Miller Street, North Sydney this Friday, 17 March.  

The event commences at 6.30pm so it is advisable to get there early 

in order to secure parking reasonably close to the College. The boys 

and their coaches would appreciate any support forthcoming so 

please go along and support our wonderful speakers. Students are 

reminded that they are to wear the College uniform along with Blazer 

if the temperature is cool.  
 

Steve Fochesato—Director of Co-curricular 

http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/


 

 

CRICKET 

16B v Epping Bulls 8.30 Meadowbank Park 10 
15A v Concord Briars 8.30 Sommerville Oval 
14 Black v SPC 14 Gold 8.30 Pidding Park 
14 Gold v SPC 14 Black 8.30 Pidding Park 
13A v Epping YMCA 8.30 North Ryde RSL 
13 White v 13 Green 8.30 Mason Park 2 
13 Gold v 13 Red 11.30 Mason Park 2 
13 Red v 13 Gold 11.30 Mason Park 2 
13 Green v 13 White 8.30 Mason Park 2 
13 Blue v Bye     

FIXTURES AND GROUND LOCATIONS are published live online (includes cancellations):  

Go to http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/ or visit the College website and select Sports Fixtures on the Quick Links menu 
 

WET WEATHER UPDATES: call 02 9763 1000 and follow the prompts; Twitter at http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport; or on the Fixtures Pages above. 

SATURDAY 18 MARCH 2017 

BASEBALL 

16 Blue v Thornleigh 8.30 Major’s Bay Reserve 3 

JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT WEEKLY DRAW 
SUMMER ROUND SIX  18/03/2017 

 
VENUES:  

Auburn Basketball Centre: Wyatt Park, Church St, Lidcombe 
Cooke Park: Madeline St, Belfield 

SPC Courts, No 3, No 4: Edgar St, Strathfield 
Phillips Park – Nicholas St, Lidcombe 

Rudd Park: Cnr Clarence & Varidel Strs, Belfield 
Bressington – Underwood Rd, Homebush –Opp the DFO. 

Fullers Rd Courts – 52 Fullers Road, Chatswood 
CB1,CB2, Oxford Falls gym – Cnr Dreadnought and Wakehurst Parkway, Oxford Falls 

Christison Park – Old South Head Rd, Vaucluse 
Ireland Field – Billyard Ave, Wahroonga 

Cowper – Ayres Rd, St Ives 

CRICKET OPPOSITION VENUE TIME 
TRAD 6A Grammar St Ives Cowper 1 8.00am 
TRAD 6B Knox C Ireland Field 8.00am 
SUPER 8’S 6A Trinity Bressington 8.00am 
SUPER 8’S 6B St Aloysius Phillips Park 9.30am 
SUPER 8’S 6C St Aloysius Phillips Park 8.00am 
SUPER 8’S 6D Scots Christison Park 8.00am 
TRAD 5A Knox Cooke Park 8.00am 
TRAD 5B Knox SPC No 4 8.00am 
SUPER 8’S 5A Cranbrook Rudd Park 9.30am 
SUPER 8’S 5B Grammar Edgecliff Rudd Park 8.00am 
BASKETBALL 
TEAM A St Pius X Auburn 1 9.00am 
TEAM B St Pius X Auburn 1 8.00am 
TEAM C St Pius X Auburn 2 9.00am 
TEAM D St Pius X Auburn 2 8.00am 
TEAM E St Pius X Auburn 3 9.00am 
TEAM F St Pius X Auburn 3 8.00am 
TEAM G St Pius X CB1 8.50am 
TEAM H St Pius X CB1 8.00am 
TEAM I St Pius X CB 2 8.50am 
TEAM J St Pius X CB 2 8.00am 
TEAM K St Pius X Oxford Falls Gym 8.50am 
TEAM L St Pius X Oxford Falls Gym 8.00am 
TENNIS 
TEAM A St Aloysius 52 Fullers Road 9.30am 
TEAM B St Aloysius 52 Fullers Road 7.30am 
SOFTBALL 
TEAM Black Grammar Edgecliff Breen Oval 8.00am 

 

 
ISA Finals 

Congratulations to the 1st XI Cricket side on their fantastic  

victory in the ISA Grand Final last Saturday. Playing in front of 

a large and loud crowd, SPC set Oakhill a total of 163, then 

went on to bowl them out for 94. A marvelous effort! 
 

Commiserations go to our 2nd XI and 3rd XI Cricket sides who  

were narrowly defeated in their respective Grand Finals.  

To have all opens teams in the Grand Finals with the 2nds and 

3rds more than competitive against others schools’ 1st Grade 

sides is a fantastic achievement. 
 

St Patrick’s was also represented in 4 ISA Basketball Grand  

Finals on Saturday, unfortunately finishing runners up in each. 

Again, they were competitive against much higher graded teams 

and should be proud of their efforts. 
 

NSW CCSCA 

Last week, Michael Robinson and 

Harry Manenti represented NSW 

City and Country Schools Cricket 

Association at the NSW Schoolboys 

Championships. Unfortunately, with 

rain affecting much of the  

Carnival, there was minimal play 

and hence a NSW Schoolboys team 

was not named. This will be done 

following the U17 and U19 NSW 

Trials. Michael (77 runs) and  

Harry (5 for 1 off 6) both,  

however, played integral roles in 

the 1st XI’s victory on Saturday! 
 

Winter Sport 

The first round of Winter Sport for the Senior School will occur 

on Saturday, 1 April against Sydney Grammar (Rugby and 

Football). In order to be adequately prepared for this, secondary 

school trials will commence on Tuesday, 21 March.  

Weather permitting, this will see all age groups engaging in five 

trial sessions prior to the first game with council grounds  

unavailable to us during this time. A schedule will be made 

available this week. 
 

Those boys still engaged in NDJCA/RHBL Semi-Finals on  

Saturday, 18 March and Sunday, 19 March and Grand Finals on 

Saturday, 25 March and Sunday, 26 March are to continue to 

meet their summer co-curricular commitment as a priority, in 

the knowledge that their absence at the first winter trial will in 

no way see them disadvantaged in terms of team selections.  
 

Mitchell Kearsley—Head of Secondary Sport A reminder that Term One fees are now overdue 

and late charges will apply if outstandings are 

not settled by 24 March 2017. Please note that 

the College does not accept AMEX or Diners 

Club cards as methods of payment. Go St PatsGo St Pats  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Meadowbank+Park+no.+10/@-33.8168995,151.0792989,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a4f7f2fa4293:0x2de313705c6c0b21!8m2!3d-33.8168995!4d151.0814876
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Sommerville+Park/@-33.783757,151.0825798,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a42fac5c89f7:0xb65279f9a8d8d9a9!8m2!3d-33.783757!4d151.0847685
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Pidding+Park/@-33.8123099,151.1205495,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a596caebc87d:0x511472cdcf8a2018!8m2!3d-33.8123099!4d151.1227382
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Pidding+Park/@-33.8123099,151.1205495,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a596caebc87d:0x511472cdcf8a2018!8m2!3d-33.8123099!4d151.1227382
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/North+Ryde+RSL/@-33.8050861,151.1411027,16.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a5f628ea30a9:0x11c41f8e5a63eb72!8m2!3d-33.803271!4d151.139136
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Mason+Park/@-33.855482,151.0783452,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a4cd6fde435d:0xf017d68f9f1eb80!8m2!3d-33.855482!4d151.0805339
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Mason+Park/@-33.855482,151.0783452,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a4cd6fde435d:0xf017d68f9f1eb80!8m2!3d-33.855482!4d151.0805339
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Mason+Park/@-33.855482,151.0783452,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a4cd6fde435d:0xf017d68f9f1eb80!8m2!3d-33.855482!4d151.0805339
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Mason+Park/@-33.855482,151.0783452,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12a4cd6fde435d:0xf017d68f9f1eb80!8m2!3d-33.855482!4d151.0805339
http://www.spc.nsw.edu.au/co-curricular/sporting/
http://twitter.com/SPCSeniorSport
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/33%C2%B050'47.6%22S+151%C2%B005'54.7%22E/@-33.846554,151.0963393,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d-33.846554!4d151.098528


 

 


